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Gale Resources Tip Sheet

Working With Content and Lexile Levels in Gale Resources

Gale resources offer a variety of ways to find content at appropriate reading levels. In our resources you’ll find both
Content Levels, which are assigned by who the audience for a particular source is and Lexile reading levels, which
analyze each individual article and assign a score. For more information on the Lexile Framework for Reading, visit
www.lexile.com. This guide will explain how Content Levels and Lexile scores can be used in Gale’s In Context
resources, Kids InfoBits, and InfoTrac periodical resources.

Lexile Reading Levels are used the same way across all Gale resources. Content Levels vary between Gale resources
depending on the audience of the resource and will be defined in each section of this document

The Lexile® score rates the difficulty of text based on word frequency and sentence length. Lexile levels are assigned
to periodical content in Gale resources.

The Lexile® reading level (or scale) is a developmental and educational tool designed to match a reader's skills to
the text. The reading level assigns a category to a range of scores. For example, scores below 200L are considered
beginning-reader material, while scores above 1700L are considered advanced (i.e., at the college level). For more
information, refer to the Lexile website - http://lexile.com.

Please note: Lexile scores are only assigned to magazine, academic journal, and newspaper articles. Reference,
Primary Sources, and other content types are given a content level only.

Content/Lexile reading levels are configurable options in all resources except Kids InfoBits. If you don’t see content or Lexile
levels in your Gale resources, please contact Gale’s Technical Support (1-800-877-4253) to enable this feature.

In Context Resources

The In Context product suite offers a wealth of content in many formats for a wide variety of researchers. Content
level indicators and Lexile scores will display on results pages as well as document pages.

The levels coincide with stages of research: from basic research for facts about a topic, to deeper research for more
background and context, to sophisticated information needed for scholarly details and recent developments.
Further, content level icons indicate the levels of the sources' intended audiences. Many publishers, such as Gale,
U*X*L, and The New York Times, create reading materials for a targeted audience and these publisher
recommendations are the basis of the designated content levels.

Content and Lexile levels are indicated on search results screens and within articles. To see these levels in search
results you must choose to view all results within a Content Type (Reference, Magazines, Academic Journals, etc.).

Please note: Lexile scores are only assigned to magazine, academic journal, and newspaper articles. Reference/book
content is given a content level only.
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Content Levels in In Context Resources

WBasic = research starting point

Basic content provides a good overview for any researcher beginning a new project. It not only provides a foundation of key
facts about a topic, but introduces keywords to help users who continue their research in other materials or on related topics.
Basic content level sources are generally those published for readers up to an eighth grade reading comprehension level.

Intermediate = more detailed content for sophisticated research
Intermediate content builds on the research or information at a basic level. For a more experienced researcher,
these articles cover a topic in more detail, offering more background information as well as contextual information
to expand on the facts. An Intermediate content level indicates a source published for students from a seventh
grade reading comprehension level up through undergraduates, as well as the general public.

A Advanced = detailed content at a scholarly or professional level

Advanced content allows a student to complete the most sophisticated assignments requiring the latest news and
details at a scholarly or professional level. For example, articles from academic journals are generally considered to
be Advanced reading. Content labeled with the Advanced icon is appropriate for researchers at the undergraduate
up through graduate level studies.
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Finding Articles by Content and Lexile Levels in In Context

To zero in on articles with a particular reading level you can sort your results by Content Level and/or limit your
search by Content or Lexile level.

Use the Sort By option on your search result to sort your results by Content Level; this will sort Basic articles first,
then Intermediate, then Advanced. Please note: You must choose one Content Type (Reference, Magazines, etc.) to
be able to sort your results.
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Use Advanced Search to limit
your search by Content or Lexile
level. You can select multiple
Content levels and/or enter your
own Lexile range.

Important: When you limit your
search by Lexile reading level,
your results will only come from
Magazines, Academic Journals,
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they are not assigned Lexile scores.

Kids InfoBits

Kids InfoBits is Gale's exciting database designed especially for students in kindergarten through grade five.
Complete with an engaging, developmentally appropriate graphic interface, premier reference content and the best
magazines for elementary students, Kids InfoBits addresses the way kids learn and conduct research — and makes it

fun!

Kids InfoBits uses three content levels and Lexile reading levels. Content levels are displayed within search results
and both Content Levels and Lexile scores are shown within articles. You'll also find a Key for the content levels on
your search result screen. Note: Lexile levels are displayed only for Magazine and News articles.

® Jellyfish or plastic bag?

Let's Find Qut/Weekly Reader K. (Apr.

Butterfish (Peprilus Jellyfish Giant Jellyfish
triacanthus)
Save Save Sgyf
) Magazines

® The trouble with trash

Let's Find Out/Weekly R

Click the Content Levels Key link to
open the Key.

E‘ Books
‘ @ Content Levels Key
ellyfish ® Jellyfish Kids InfoBits: Is designed for elementary age
sdsdeals.andoffersthroe content levels.
Plants and Animals. 2012. Word Plants and Animals. 2012. V!
Count: 484. Count: 279 . = Basic
= Intermediate
Save Save A = Advanced
[ Pictures

Spider, Scorpion

and Jellyfish

Save

Making waves: Diana
Nyad sets a record.

content_reading_levels_032014.docx * Created on 3/26/2014 3:10 PM + Page 3 of 4

Each article displays its Content
Level.

Lexile scores are shown within the
article view.

Content Levels in Kids InfoBits

® Easy = best for beginning readers

Intermediate = best for upper
elementary and middle school students

A Advanced = sources for librarians,
teachers, and parents
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Finding Articles by Content and Lexile Levels in In Context

To zero in on articles with a particular reading level you can sort your results by Content Level and/or limit your
search by Content or Lexile level.
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Gale’s InfoTrac product line offers Lexile reading levels. You’ll find them noted in your search result as part of the
article’s citation. These periodical resources use Lexile Reading Levels: Academic OneFile, Expanded Academic ASAP,
General OneFile, General Reference Center Gold, Health Reference Center-Academic, InfoTrac Collections (small subject
focused databases, i.e. Environmental Studies Collection), Student Edition.
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Questions? Call Gale Technical Support at 1-800-877-4253.
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