
Differentiation
Strategies for National History Day Teachers



What does equitable 
teaching look like with 

NHD?

High quality schools differentiate 
instruction, services, and resource 
distribution to respond effectively 
to the diverse needs of their 
students, ensuring that all students 
benefit.

• Culturally responsive teaching…

• Develops content understanding

• Develops literacy

• Promotes student engagement

• Respects differences

• Understands and are aware of 
cultural identity and unconscious 
biases – adapts instruction 
accordingly



Changes in Instruction to 
Support Diverse Learning 

Populations

What Stays the Same

Scaffolding The skills required to complete the project (the 
project doesn’t change, just the approach to 
teaching)

Multiple check-ins and due dates (may be more 
formative and with increased frequency)

Standards and benchmarks

Specific constructive and timely feedback with 
scaffolded suggestions and modeling

High expectations and rigor (personalized for 
student growth)

Recognition for student growth and achievement



Instructional 
Practices

Use purposeful teaching with 
BIG IDEAS/THEMES/Essential 
Questions (like the NHD theme) 
for teaching historical 
significance



Graphic organizers help 
with grammatical structures 
in primary source 
reading passages



Locating key 
concept 
vocabulary in 
reading passages 
and making 
meaning of them 

(Frayer model for 
academic 
vocabulary)



Example

Because the Cherokees numbered several thousands, their removal to the West was planned to be in 
gradual stages,  but the discovery of Appalachian gold within their territory brought on a clamor for 
their immediate wholesale exodus. 

 Numbered - There were lots of (several thousand) Cherokee Indians.  

 Their removal - Someone was supposed to be removed from their lands. (the Cherokees?) 

 Gradual stages - They (the government?) were supposed to take the Cherokees to the West slowly 
over time.

 Because – There were several thousand Cherokees, so they were supposed to move them slowly. 

 The discovery - People (the government?) discovered Appalachian gold on Cherokee land.  

 Appalachian gold - People (the government?) wanted the gold from Appalachia.  

 A clamor - People made a lot of noise about something.

 Immediate wholesale exodus – People (who?) told the government to move all the Cherokees off 
their land right away, now. 

Analyzing language patterns of historical 
text to determine key actors, points of 
view, historical meaning and significance





Oral discussions and 
peer review can also 

be beneficial



Additional Strategies for EL 
(Differentiated Learners)
Present visual 
representations 
before viewing 
text (primary or 
secondary)

Produce verbal or 
printed sentence 
starters or 
sentence frames 
for modeling

Hold class or small 
group class 
discussions

Students should 
receive specific 
and constructive 
feedback 
regarding 
accuracy

Model a final product 
or piece of the 
project. Scaffold or 
plan with class on 
how to reach the 
final product

Teach specific 
vocabulary related to 
NHD and the theme

Scaffold formal 
writing, move from 
more to less 
scaffolding

Use collaborative 
online forums if 
available to get 
feedback to students 
(Google 
Classroom/Docs, 
Microsoft teams)
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