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Address  the  fu l l  range  of  i s sues  sur rounding  his tor ic  resources ;  

Inc lude  the  publ ic  to  re f lect  c i t i zen ’s  in terests  and  engage  in  outcomes ;  

Develop  HPP  s t rateg ies  that  wi l l  ass i s t  in  management  of  his tor ic  resources  with in

the  c i ty  l imi ts  of  Nampa

In i t ia t ion  and  Context :  October –  December  2019

Preservat ion  Program  Eva luat ion :  January  –  March  2020

Plan  Development :  Apr i l  –  May  2020  

Publ ic  Comment ,  Rev ison  and  Adopt ion :  May  -  August  2020

The  loca l  his tor ic  preservat ion  commiss ion  plays  a  cr i t ica l  ro le  in  ident i f y ing ,

preserv ing ,  and  enhanc ing  bui ld ings ,  l andscapes ,  and  dis t r ic ts  that  shape  the  unique

character  of  a  community .  An  ef fect i ve  commiss ion  can  protect  a  community ’s

s ign i f icant  his tor ic  resources ,  encourage  the  s tewardsh ip  of  loca l  l andmarks  and

neighborhoods ,  and  leverage  important  s i tes  and  programs  to  support  the  loca l

economy .  A  wel l -cra f ted  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Plan  (HPP )  can  serve  as  a  guide  to  c i ty

s ta f f ,  commiss ions ,  and  leadersh ip ,  so  they  can  meet  key  goals  and  object i ves  that

enr ich  the i r  community .  

The  City  of  Nampa ’s  Arts  and  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Commiss ion  (AHPC )  rece ived

funding  f rom  the  Idaho  State  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Off ice  (SHPO )  Cert i f ied  Loca l

Government  (CLG )  program  to  undertake  a  preservat ion  planning  process .  The  purpose

of  the  2020  HPP  i s  to  prov ide  a  meaningfu l  update  to  the  cur rent  HPP  (City  of  Nampa ,

2008 )  and  to  comply  with  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice  and  SHPO  requi rements .

The  AHPC  a lso  ant ic ipated  that  the  planning  process  would :

The  City  of  Nampa  i s sued  a  Request  fo r  Proposa l  in  the  summer  of  2019  and  se lected

a  consul tant  by  September  2019 .   At  the i r  October  meet ing  the  AHPC  rev iewed  a  work

plan  and  a  Preservat ion  Plan  subcommittee  was  appointed .  The  HPP  process  was

des igned  to  incorporate  AHPC  regular  monthly  meet ings  and  to  of fer  opportuni t ies

for  publ ic  engagement .   The  fo l lowing  phases  were  establ i shed :

This  plan  i s  organized  in  s ix  chapters .   Fol lowing  th i s  in t roduct ion ,  a  background

chapter  presents  in format ion  regard ing  his tor ic  preservat ion  l aw ,  purpose  and

benef i t s ,  and  the  network  of  preservat ion  organizat ions .   Chapter  3  discusses

e lements  of  the  City  of  Nampa ’s  his tor ic  preservat ion  program .   Chapter  4  presents  a

summary  of  Nampa ’s  his tory  and  his tor ic  resources .   Chapter  5  out l ines  the  AHPC

vis ion ,  goals ,  object i ves  and  s t rateg ies .   The  plan  concludes  with  a  l i s t  of  se lected

re ferences  and  appendices .

CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN  

I . i n t r o d u c t i o n

p u b l i c i n v o l v e m e n t o p p o r t u n i t i e s
Outreach survey

Publ ic  meet ings

December  18 ,  2019  “Benef i t s  of  Histor ic  Preservat ion ,  Br ie f  History

of  Nampa ,  Important  Themes  and  Si tes ”  Publ ic  input  on  I s sues  and

Goals

February  10 ,  2020  “Overv iew  of  preservat ion  programs  and  too ls ”

Publ ic  input  on  Preservat ion  Program /Strateg ies

Publ ic  Rev iew

Apr i l  15  –  May  1 ,  2020  On - l ine  Rev iew  and  input  on  Draf t

Of f ic ia l  Adopt ion  -  August  3 ,  2020

The  resu l t s  f rom  the  var ious  publ ic  invo lvement  opportuni t ies  are

presented  in  Appendix  B
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I I . BAC K G R O U N D
The  des i re  to  care  fo r  old  places  and  to  save  ar t i facts  of

the  past  l i es  with in  a l l o f  us .   In  the  United  States ,  the

his tory  of  organizat ions  preserv ing  his tor ica l  s i tes  dates

f rom  the  ear ly  19th  century ,  when  preserv ing  the  homes  of

Pres idents  Washington  and  Je f fe rson  began  in  earnest .  

Over  decades  and  wel l  in to  the  20th  century ,  his tor ic

preservat ion  grew  as  a  f ie ld  of  s tudy  k in  to  his tory ,

arch i tecture ,  and  planning .   With  the  passage  of  the

Nat iona l  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Act  (NHPA )  in  1966 ,  a  set  of

programs  and  procedures  were  set  in  place  that  cont inue

to  serve  us  today .   Appendix  A  presents  a  l i s t  of  l aws  and

regulat ions  at  both  Federa l  and  State  leve l s  re lated  to

His tor ic  Preservat ion  and  Archaeology .

The Benef i ts  of  Histor ic  Preservat ion

In  addi t ion  to  the  regulatory  requi rements  fo r  his tor ic

preservat ion ,  communit ies  of ten  engage  in  preserv ing

the i r  his tor ic  resources  because  there  are  other ,  of ten

intangib le ,  benef i t s  to  doing  so .   For  example ,  there  i s  a

sense  of  cont inu i ty  that  the  presence  of  old  places  of fers

prov id ing  a  s tab i l i t y  and  balance  that  people  need  fo r

the i r  heal th  and  wel l -being  (Mayes  2018 ) .   Other  benef i t s

to  his tor ic  preservat ion  are  summar ized  below :

Socia l :  
Histor ic  propert ies  prov ide  unique  env i ronments  fo r

people  to  gather ,  whether  that  i s  in  the  grand  spaces  of

churches ,  the  lobby  of  a  his tor ic  bank  bui ld ing  or  the

seats  in  an  old  opera  house .   The  preservat ion  of  places

f rom  our  past  a lso  demonst rates  the  lessons  of  years  gone

by  to  people  of  today .   Histor ic  bui ld ings  can  ins t ruct  us

about  what  l i fe  was  l i ke  when  our  parents  and

grandparents  were  young ;  perhaps  when  t ra ins  were  the

pr inc ipa l  mode  of  t ransportat ion  or  when  school  cons i s ted

of  jus t  one  room .   And  by  preserv ing  these  old

bui ld ings  we  model  fo r  the  next  generat ion ,  the

importance  of  good  s tewardsh ip  of  our  bui l t  env i ronment

and  the  bas ic  pr inc ip les  of  susta inabi l i t y .  

Cultura l :  
Histor ic  bui ld ings  prov ide  l i v ing  examples

of  arch i tectura l  s ty les  in  a  way  that  i s  engaging  and

endur ing .   Archi tecture  can  be  s tudied  with  photographs

and  drawings  but  exper ienc ing  a  bui ld ing  c lose -  up  a l lows

for  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  s t ructure ,  des ign  and

meaning .   Frequent ly  the  bui ld ing  i t se l f  embodies

ar t i s t ic  features  such  as  carv ings  or  other  ornamentat ion

and  exhib i t s  the  ext raord inary  cra f t smanship  of  or ig ina l

bu i lders .  The  bui ld ing  mater ia l s  can  be  except iona l ,  too ,

and  of ten  speaks  to  the  loca l  his tory .  

CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN

Burn s Fox Building (built 1903) 1124 1st St. Photo Courtesy CCHS
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Economic :
Many  communit ies  have  learned  that

the i r  his tor ic  bui ld ings ,  part icu lar l y

the i r  old  Main  Streets ,  encourage

her i tage  tour i sm .  Trave lers  enjoy

v i s i t ing  old  places  to  learn  more  about

the i r  his tory  and  to  enjoy  cool  shops ,

res taurants  and  enter ta inment  venues

that  are  of ten  found  there .   In  turn ,

loca l  governments  have  learned  that

the  rehabi l i ta t ion  of  old  bui ld ings  i s

good  fo r  the  loca l  economy ,  creat ing

more  jobs  than  new  const ruct ion  and

often  us ing  loca l l y  sourced  mater ia l s .  

Furthermore ,  the  re investment  in

h is tor ic  areas  capi ta l i zes  on  the  in i t ia l

publ ic  investment ,  sav ing  in f ras t ructure

expans ion  costs ,  s ince  that  investment

was  a l ready  made  many  decades  ago .

Governmental :  
Histor ic  preservat ion  fos ters  a  s t rong

community  l i fe  based  on  the  or ig ina l

town  plans .  Histor ic  neighborhoods  are

convenient ly  s i tuated  c lose  to

downtowns ,  and  of ten  prov ide  essent ia l

community  serv ices  such  as  schools ,

parks  and  churches ,  with in  walk ing

dis tance .  The  divers i ty  of  bui ld ing  age ,

as  wel l  as  the  beauty  of  his tor ic  places ,

enhances  qual i ty  of  l i fe  and  can  prov ide

a  f inanc ia l  return  through  increased

property  va lues .   Old  bui ld ings  a lso

prov ide  opportuni t ies  fo r  re investment

through  adapt ive  use  pro jects  that

capi ta l i ze  on  his tor ic  preservat ion

programs  such  as  grants ,  loans  and  tax

credi t s .

The Histor ic  Preservat ion Network

Loca l  preservat ion  commiss ions  are  an

important  part  of  the  network  of

h is tor ic  preservat ion  programs  across

the  United  States .   This  network

inc ludes  federa l ,  s tate  and  loca l

governmenta l  and  non -prof i t

organizat ions .   The  governmenta l

ent i t ies  at  the  Federa l  leve l  inc lude  the

Adv isory  Counci l  on  Histor ic

Preservat ion  (ACHP )  that  was

establ i shed  under  the  NHPA .   I t  i s  the

only  ent i ty  with  the  lega l  respons ib i l i t y

to  encourage  federa l  agenc ies  to  factor

h i s tor ic  preservat ion  in to  federa l

pro ject  requi rements .  The  miss ion  of

the  ACHP  i s  to  promote  the

preservat ion  enhancement  and  

product ive  use  of  our  nat ion ’s  his tor ic

resources  and  to  adv ise  the  Pres ident

and  Congress  on  nat iona l  his tor ic

preservat ion  pol icy .  The  Counci l  i s

compr i sed  of  des ignated  Cabinet

members  as  wel l  as  pol i t ica l

appointees  and  ex -of f ic io

representat i ves .The  Nat iona l  Park

Serv ice  (NPS )  i s  a  part  of  the  U .S .

Department  of  the  Inter io r  and  i s  the

pr imary  federa l  agency  adminis ter ing

the  nat iona l  his tor ic  preservat ion

program .  In  addi t ion ,  to  preserv ing

unimpai red  the  natura l  and  cul tura l

resource  va lues  of  the  nat iona l  park

system ,  the  NPS  col laborates  on  many

other  his tor ic  preservat ion  programs

inc luding :  Nat iona l  Tra i l s ,  Nat iona l

His tor ic  Landmarks ,  and  Her i tage  Areas .

The  NPS  prov ides  technica l  ass i s tance

to  s i tes ,  communit ies  and  nonprof i t

organizat ions  to  protect  natura l  and

cul tura l  resources .  With  the  adopt ion  of

the  NHPA ,  a  sys tem  of  s tatewide

agenc ies— the  State  Histor ic

Preservat ion  Off ice  (SHPO )—was  created

to  co -di rect  and  adminis ter  programs  of

the  NPS .   The  Secretary  of  the  Inter io r  i s

a  member  of  the  ACHP  and  the  Nat iona l

Conference  of  SHPOs  i s  a lso

represented  in  an  ex -of f ic io  ro le .

In  Idaho ,  the  SHPO  i s  a  div i s ion  of  the

Idaho  State  Histor ica l  Soc iety ,  a  s tate

agency  under  the  auspices  of  the  State

Board  of  Educat ion .  The  Idaho  SHPO

of fers  technica l  ass i s tance  on  survey

and  inventory ,  the  Nat iona l  Regis ter  of

His tor ic  Places ,  Federa l  tax  incent ives

for  rehabi l i ta t ion  of  his tor ic  bui ld ings ,

State  rev iew  of  t r iba l ,  federa l  and  s tate

pro jects  (Sect ion  106  rev iew ) ,  planning

and  outreach .   The  SHPO  a lso

adminis ters  the  Cert i f ied  Loca l

Governments  (CLG )  program .  Once

des ignated ,  these  c i t ies  and  count ies

form  loca l  commiss ions ,  adopt

re levant  ord inances  and  assume  the

respons ib i l i t y  fo r  ident i f y ing  and

preserv ing  important  cul tura l  resources

wi th in  the i r  communit ies .   In  turn ,  CLGs

may  apply  fo r  funding  f rom  the  SHPO

that  they  rece ive  f rom  the  NPS .

The  non -prof i t  preservat ion  sector

inc ludes  the  Nat iona l  Trust  fo r  Histor ic

Preservat ion  (NTHP ) ,  a  membersh ip  

BACKGROUND
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BACKGROUND

organizat ion  founded  in  1949 .  The  NTHP

owns  and  operates  his tor ic  s i tes ,

mainta ins  col lect ions ,  prov ides

educat iona l  opportuni t ies  (convenings

and  publ icat ions ) ,  advocacy  on  i s sues  of

nat iona l  concern  and  grant  funding  fo r

other  non -prof i t s  and  munic ipa l i t ies .

The  NTHP  Board  of  Trustees  cha i rperson

is  a lso  an  ex -of f ic io  member  of

the  ACHP .  At  the  s tate  leve l ,

Preservat ion  Idaho ,  has  been  work ing  to

save  Idaho ’s  his tor ic  places  s ince  1972 .

Funded  so le ly  by  membersh ips  and

donat ions ,  Preservat ion  Idaho ’s  focus  i s

co l laborat ion ,  educat ion  and

advocacy .The  Idaho  Her i tage  Trust  ( IHT ) ,

funded  in  1989  as  part  of  the  Idaho

Centennia l  Celebrat ion ,  was  fo rmed  to

preserve  the  his tor ic  fabr ic  of  Idaho

inc luding  his tor ic  bui ld ings ,  s i tes  and

art i facts .  They  achieve  th i s  through  an

annual  grant  program  and  a  team  of

preservat ion  spec ia l i s t s .  Other  non -

prof i t  organizat ions  that  prov ide

support  to  loca l  his tor ica l  soc iet ies

inc lude  the  Idaho  Museum  Assoc iat ion

and  the  Idaho  Archaeolog ica l  Soc iety .

In  Nampa ,  the  pr imary  loca l  his tor ica l

groups  inc lude  the  Nampa  CLG ,  which

is  the  Arts  and  Histor ic  Preservat ion

Commiss ion  (AHPC ) ,  and  the  Canyon

County  Histor ica l  Soc iety  based  in  the

Nampa  Depot .  In  2013 ,  Nampa  became

an  accredi ted  member  of  the  Main

Street  Amer ica  program .  Main  Street

Amer ica  has  been  help ing  rev i ta l i ze

o lder  and  his tor ic  commerc ia l  dis t r ic ts

for  40  years ,  bui ld ing  s t ronger

communit ies  through  preservat ion -

based  economic  deve lopment .  Main

Street  Amer ica  i s  a  program  of  the

nonprof i t  Nat iona l  Main  Street  Center ,

Inc . ,  a  subs id ia ry  of  the  NTHP .

A  common  concern  fo r  a l l  part ic ipants

in  the  his tor ic  preservat ion  network  i s

f inanc ia l  susta inabi l i t y ,  whether  that  be

funding  f rom  Congress  fo r  federa l

programs  or  f rom  c i ty  hal l  fo r  loca l

pro jects .   With in  the  network  there  are

a  var iety  of  grants  and  credi ts  that  may

be  used  to  encourage  his tor ic

preservat ion  ef for ts .   Appendix  C

presents  a  summary  of  these

preservat ion  incent ives .

BY  PRESERVING  THESE  OLD  BUILDINGS  WE

MODEL  FOR  THE  NEXT  GENERATION ,  THE

IMPORTANCE  OF  GOOD  STEWARDSHIP  OF  OUR

BUILT  ENVIRONMENT  AND  THE  BASIC  PRINCIPLES

OF  SUSTAINABIL ITY .

Central Assembly Building (built 1937). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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I I I . N a m p a H i s t o r i c

P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r o g r a m
The  City  of  Nampa  has  been  undertak ing  preservat ion  act iv i t ies

for  many  decades .   In  1988 ,  the  City  of  Nampa  created  a  his tor ic

preservat ion  commiss ion  dur ing  i t s  Centennia l  ce lebrat ion  (per

Ordinance  No .  2014 ) .   After  a  per iod  of  inact i v i ty ,  Nampa ’s  Histor ic

Preservat ion  Commiss ion  came  together  aga in  in  2005  and  has

been  progress ive ly  work ing  in  col laborat ion  with  the  City ’s

rev i ta l i zat ion  ef for ts ,  supported  by  Economic  Development  s ta f f .

In  2016 ,  the  City ’s  Arts  Commiss ion  and  the  Histor ic

Preservat ion  Commiss ion  merged  in to  the  AHPC .  Today  the

preservat ion  program  inc ludes  planning ,  regulatory  and

adminis t rat i ve  funct ions .   This  chapter  summar izes  those  aspects

and  rev iews  AHPC  programs  and  act iv i t ies .

 

A.        Preservat ion Plans ,  Regulat ions  and Administrat ion

The  cur rent  his tor ic  preservat ion  plan  i s  the  “City  of  Nampa

Histor ic  Preservat ion  Plan ”  (Nampa  Histor ic  Preservat ion

Commiss ion .  August  30 ,  2007 ) .  I t  i s  the  bas i s  of  the  2020  his tor ic

preservat ion  plan  update .  Both  planning  processes  rece ived

funding  f rom  the  NPS ,  through  the  Idaho  SHPO ,  as  preservat ion

planning  i s  a  fundamenta l  funct ion  of  each  CLG .  The  ISHS

prov ides  fu r ther  guidance  on  preservat ion  planning  as  part  of

the i r  plan ,  “ Idaho  State  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Plan :  2016  –  2022 . ”

The  City  of  Nampa  a lso  mainta ins  a  Comprehens ive

Plan  through  the i r  Planning  and  Zoning  Department .  In

accordance  with  Idaho  Code ,  comprehens ive  plans  have  elements

perta in ing  to  Spec ia l  Areas  and  Si tes  which  are  of ten  expanded

to  address  i s sues  re lated  to  his tor ic  preservat ion .   The  City

recent ly  completed  a  plan  update  - -  Nampa  2040 :  Comprehens ive

Plan  –  that  inc ludes  Chapter  1 1 ,  Cultura l  and  Histor ic  Si tes .  This

p lan  element  was  prepared  in  consul tat ion  with  the  AHPC  and  i s

intended  to  complement  the  2020  HPP .  In  addi t ion  to

photographs  and  a  narrat i ve  descr ipt ion  of  Nampa ’s  his tory  and

key  s i tes ,  the  plan  element  inc ludes  object i ves  and  s t rateg ies .  

Object ive  1  i s  to  update  and  adopt  the  HPP .   The  prov i s ions  of

Chapter  1 1  wi l l  in  turn  be  cons idered  dur ing  the  preparat ion  of

the  2020  HPP .  Once  adopted  the  HPP  should  be  incorporated  by

re ference  in to  the  Comprehens ive  Plan

Nampa ’s  his tor ic  preservat ion  program  i s  based  pr imar i l y  on  the

requi rements  of  the  CLG  program .  As  requi red  in  the  cer t i f i cat ion

process ,  these  prov i s ions  have  been  in tegrated  in to  the  munic ipa l

code  - -  the  Nampa  Zoning  Ordinance ,  Chapter  10 ,  Nampa  Arts

and  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Commiss ion  (AHPC ) .  The  declarat ion  of

f ind ings  (sect ion  2 - 10 - 1 )  s tates :  “ . . .  i t  i s  in  the  publ ic  in terest  to

create  an  adv isory  body… to  increase  the  apprec iat ion  fo r  the  ar ts ,

cul ture ,  and  his tory… to  enr ich  the  l i ves  of  a l l  Nampa  c i t i zens… . ”

Sect ion  2 - 10 -5  l i s t  th i r teen  dut ies  and  respons ib i l i t ies  inc luding

encourag ing  the  ar ts ,  preservat ion  and  his tory ,  ass i s t ing  Nampa ’s

ar t i s t ic ,  his tor ica l  and  cul tura l  organizat ions ,  adv is ing  the  c i ty  on

these  matters  and  recommending  loca l  l aws ,  regulat ions ,  and

programs .

Nampa Post Office (built 1929). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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The  AHPC  membersh ip ,  te rms  of  of f ice

and  vacanc ies  are  s t ipu lated  in  Sect ion

2 - 10 -2 .   The  AHPC  i s  compr ised  of  7

commiss ioners  represent ing  both  the

ar ts  and  her i tage  communit ies  and

meet ing  the  requi rements  of  the  CLG

program  in  te rms  of  exper ience  and

expert i se .  I s sues  re lated  to  f i l l ing  of

vacanc ies  and  coord inat ion  with  other

c i ty  commiss ions  has  recent ly  been

addressed  with  new  pol ic ies  deve loped

by  the  Mayor ’s  of f ice .  

Another  c i ty  ord inance  which  impacts

the  ro le  of  the  AHPC  i s  Chapter  15 ,  D -

Downtown  Subdis t r ic ts  (DB ,DV ,DH

Zones )  in  the  Nampa  Zoning

Ordinance .   I t  s t ipu lates  uses ,  des ign

and  deve lopment  s tandards  fo r  the

Downtown  Histor ic  (DH )  Dist r ic t ,  where

the  AHPC  prov ides  recommendat ions

on  spec i f ic  permit  appl icat ions .  Whi le

the  ro le  of  the  AHPC  in  the  DH  Dist r ic t

i s  not  spec i f ied  in  the  code ,  pol ic ies

have  been  adopted  recent ly  to  ensure

better  engagement  of  the  AHPC  in  the

planning  and  zoning  process .  F igure  3 . 1

presents  the  rev iew  process  fo r  permit

appl icat ions  with in  the  DH .  

The  AHPC  i s  ass igned  a  City  of  Nampa

sta f f  person  to  ass i s t  with  monthly

meet ing  agendas ,  minutes  and

coord inat ion .  Sta f f  a lso  prov ides

coord inat ion  with  the  SHPO  to  ensure

compl iance  with  the  CLG  program  and

to  apply  fo r  and  adminis ter  annual

grants .   At  present ,  th i s  ind iv idua l

reports  to  the  City ’s  Economic

Deve lopment  department  and  a l l

work  products  ( reports ,  surveys ,  plans

etc . )  are  reta ined  there .   The  over lap

with  pro jects  in  the  downtown

area  has  made  th i s  ass ignment  log ica l

and  benef ic ia l .   The  Economic

Deve lopment  department  a lso

manages  the  Bus iness  Improvement

Dis t r ic t  and  the  Main  Street  program ,

that  over laps  with  the  downtown

his tor ic  dis t r ic t ,  and  has  a  s t rong

preservat ion  component .  

Since  one  of  the  key  funct ions  of  the

AHPC  i s  to  adv ise  on  deve lopment

act iv i ty  in  the  downtown  his tor ic

d is t r ic t ,  the  AHPC  over laps  with

funct ions  of  the  Planning  and  Zoning

Department .   Whi le  communicat ions

occur  between  s ta f f  representat i ves  of

both  the  Economic  Development  and  

and  Planning  and  Zoning  Department ,

and  an  AHPC  commiss ioner  a lso  serves

on  the  Des ign  Rev iew  Committee ,  there

are  s t i l l  concerns  assoc iated  with  the

permit t ing  process  downtown .  On

March  4 ,  2019 ,  modi f icat ions  to  the

zoning  code  to  spec i fy  the  AHPC ’s  ro le

in  the  des ign  rev iew  process  were

adopted .

B.    Survey and Inventory  Projects  

Downtown  Nampa  has  undergone

severa l  his tor ic  resource  s tudies .   In

1982  –  1983  an  his tor ic  resources

inventory  was  undertaken  in  a  3 -acre

port ion  of  downtown  Nampa  ( ISHS

Survey  # 16 ) .   This  resu l ted  in  the  l i s t ing

of  the  Nampa  Histor ic  Dist r ic t  on  the

Nat iona l  Regis ter  of  Histor ic  Places  in

1983 ;  i t  i s  compr ised  of  ten  propert ies

a long  the  1200  and  1300  block  of  F i r s t

St reet  South .   With in  5  years  another

downtown  area  survey  was  undertaken

( ISHS  Survey  # 143 )  to  encompass  f i f t y

acres  and  inventory  103  propert ies ,

however  the  conf igurat ion  of  the

Nampa  Histor ic  Dist r ic t  was  not

modi f ied .

In  2006  a  reconnaissance  leve l  survey

was  funded  by  the  SHPO  through  a

grant  request  by  the  HPC .   The  survey

( ISHS  Survey  #313 )  encompassed  fo r ty -

f i ve  acres  and  347  propert ies  in  a

res ident ia l  neighborhood  southwest  of

downtown .   A  Nat iona l  Regis ter

nominat ion  was  prepared  us ing  that

data  and  the  Old  Nampa  Neighborhood

His tor ic  Dist r ic t  was  l i s ted  in  2007 .  To

acknowledge  the  NRHP  recogni t ion ,  

the  HPC  col laborated  with  the  City  of

Nampa ’s  Street  Department  to  ins ta l l

co lor fu l  s t reet  s igns  mark ing  the

boundar ies  of  the  Old  Nampa

Neighborhood  dis t r ic t .

A  preservat ion  planning  process  was

funded  by  the  CLG  program  in  2007 .  

The  City  of  Nampa  a lso  contracted  with

TAG  consul tants  to  per form  a

reconnaissance  leve l  survey  of  three

cont iguous  areas  of  downtown  Nampa

ident i f ied  as  “Downtown  Bus iness ” ,

“Downtown  Vi l lage ” ,  and  “Downtown

Histor ic ” .  The  survey  was  area  i s

genera l l y  bounded  by  1 s t  St  South  and

Front  St  on  the  north ;  4th  St  South  on

the  south ;  1 s t  Ave  South  on  the  west ;

and  16th  Ave  South  on  the  east .

NAMPA  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PROGRAM
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In  2013 ,  the  HPC  commiss ioned  a  s tudy  of

the  L ibrary  block  conducted  by  TAG  to

document  the  area  pr ior  to  const ruct ion  of

new  L ibrary /Garage / reta i l  bui ld ing

through  a  publ ic /pr ivate  partnersh ip  with

Gardner  Company .

    

C.  Other  AHPC Programs and Act iv i t ies  

The  AHPC  has  undertaken  severa l  programs

and  act iv i t ies  s ince  the  Histor ic  Preservat ion

Commiss ion  adopted  the  2008  HPP  (as  noted

ear l ie r  the  AHPC  was  fo rmed  in  2016 ) .  

Project  Review.
Since  the  incept ion  of  the  Community

Deve lopment  Block  Grant  (CDBG )  Façade

Improvement  Grant  in  2017 ,  the  AHPC  has

been  rev iewing  façade  improvements ,  as  wel l

as  other  modi f icat ions  and  proposa ls ,  in  the

downtown  his tor ic  dis t r ic t .   The  process  fo r

AHPC  in teract ion  in  the  permit t ing  process  i s

depicted  in  F igure  3 . 1 .  In  2019 ,  the  AHPC

conducted  s ix  façade  rev iews  and  three

publ ic  ar t  rev iews  in  the  downtown  his tor ic

d is t r ic t .

 

Design guidel ines .  

The  AHPC  commiss ioned  the  deve lopment  of

the  Downtown  Histor ic  Subdis t r ic t  guide l ines

in  2008  to  c lar i f y  fo r  appl icants  and  decis ion

makers  the  s tandards  and  cr i te r ia  fo r

deve lopment  act iv i ty  with in  the

downtown  his tor ic  dis t r ic t .  These  Guide l ines

inc lude  narrat i ve ,  photographs  and

i l lus t rat ions  prov id ing  guidance  on

renovat ions ,  addi t ions  and  new  bui ld ings .

Prov i s ions  fo r  l andscaping ,  plazas  and  s t reet

ameni t ies  as  wel l  as  park ing  are  a lso

inc luded .  

The  City  of  Nampa  has  a lso  produced  t r i - fo ld

brochures  to  better  expla in  processes

wi th in  the  downtown  dis t r ic t  such  as  “Nampa

Downtown  Des ign  Guide l ine

Recommendat ions ”  and  “Downtown  Histor ic

Dis t r ic t :  An  in t roduct ion  to  zoning

ord inance  requi rements . ”   These  mater ia l s

are  a lso  ava i lab le  on  the  City ’s  webs i te .

 

Histor ic  resource inventor ies .  
Over  the  years ,  the  AHPC  has  undertaken

severa l  surveys  and  inventor ies  of  his tor ic

resources .   These  reports  are  reta ined  by  the

Economic  Development  department .   Recent

surveys  have  inc luded  the  Nampa  Downtown

Survey ,  the  Pivot  Block  and  the  Old  Nampa

Histor ic  Dist r ic t  NRHP  nominat ion  fo rm .

Note: Projects utilizing CDBG Façade
program funds, Kevin & Mary Daniels Funds
or involving properties designated as
“Contributing” "NRHP Listed" , or “Eligible for
NRHP” according to the 2008 TAG
Reconnaissance Survey are sent to SHPO for
review and comment when applications are
received at the Economic Development
offices

NAMPA  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PROGRAM
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PROJECT APPROVED OR DENIED
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NAMPA  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PROGRAM

Publ ic  outreach and educat ion.
In  accordance  with  the  dut ies  out l ined

in  c i ty  code ,  the  AHPC  endeavors  to

encourage  preservat ion  and  his tory

through  educat iona l  mater ia l s  and

pubic  engagement .   Notably  the  AHPC

deve loped  a  downtown  Nampa  walk ing

tour  of  his tor ic  s i tes .   Funded  by  the

CLG  program  the  tour  inc luded  a

pr inted  guide  ent i t led ,  “A  Journey  in to

the  Past , ”  a  t r i fo ld  brochure  ent i t led

“Downtown  Nampa  Histor ic  Walk ing

Tour ”  and  a  web  appl icat ion  access ib le

f rom  the  pr int  mater ia l s  to  permit

nar rated  tour  of  downtown  s imply  by

access ing  the  app  on  your  mobi le

phone .

Training .  

Each  year  the  commiss ioners  and  s ta f f

endeavor  to  part ic ipate  in  t ra in ing

prov ided  by  the  SHPO  regard ing  the

CLG  program ,  in terpretat ion  and

appl icat ion  of  preservat ion  s tandards ,

and  preservat ion  best  pract ices .  This

has  inc luded  meet ings  in  Nampa

attended  by  members  of  SHPO  s ta f f ,  or

opportuni t ies  in  Boise  such  as  Idaho ’s

Her i tage  Conference .  

REINVESTMENT  IN  HISTORIC  AREAS

CAPITALIZES  ON  THE  INIT IAL  PUBLIC

INVESTMENT ,  SAVING  INFRASTRUCTURE

EXPANSION  COSTS ,  SINCE  THAT  INVESTMENT

WAS  ALREADY  MADE  MANY  DECADES  AGO

Nampa First National Bank Building (built 1919). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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I v . C i ty o f N a m p a H i s t o ry

a n d h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s
Located  in  Southwestern  Idaho  on  the  eastern  s ide  of

Canyon  County ,  Nampa  i s  a  rap id ly  growing  c i ty  with  a

r ich  his tory .  This  s tory  i s  best  ev idenced  in  Nampa ’s  oldest

landmarks  —  cruc ia l  pieces  of  reg iona l  and  nat iona l

h i s tory ,  many  of  which  shed  l ight  on  the  c i ty ’s  cul ture

today .  This  chapter  presents  a  summary  of  the

community ’s  his tory  der ived  in  l a rge  part  f rom  L inda

Cameron  Clark ’s  A  Journey  of  Discovery :  Nampa  Idaho

1885  –  1985  (Clark ,  1985 )  and  the  Canyon  County  Histor ic

Preservat ion  Plan  (Preservat ion  Solut ions ,  2018 ) ,  The

chapter  concludes  with  an  overv iew  of  known  his tor ic

resources  and  the  potent ia l  fo r  addi t iona l  research ,

survey ,  inventory  and  documentat ion

A.      C i ty  of  Nampa History

From  i t s  pre -European  roots  as  a  Nat ive  Amer ican  hunt ing

area ,  to  i t s  founding  days  as  ra i l road  town  and  l a ter  an

important  employment  center ,  Nampa  and  i t s  success ive

eras  te l l  a  v iv id  s tory  of  Southern  Idaho  and  the

deve lopment  of  the  West  as  a  whole .  

Geology and Nat ive  American Her i tage.  Nampa  s i t s

square ly  in  the  middle  of  Southwestern  Idaho ’s  Treasure

Val ley ,  a  port ion  of  the  western  Snake  River  Pla in  nest led

at  the  bases  of  the  Boise  Front  and  the  Owyhee

Mounta ins .  Born  between  two  fau l t s  respons ib le  fo r  these

mounta in  ranges ,  the  Treasure  Val ley  was  once  home  to

an  anc ient  l ake  —  Lake  Idaho  —  that  ex is ted  between  9

and  2  mil l ion  years  ago .  Eventua l l y ,  Lake  Idaho  dra ined

and  was  rep laced  by  the  Snake  River  and  i t s  many

tr ibutar ies ,  leav ing  behind  fe r t i le  so i l ,  f la t  l and ,  and  a

weal th  of  wi ld l i fe .  These  resources  prompted  the  f i r s t

human  presence  in  the  reg ion  and  cont inue  to  dr ive  much

of  the  Treasure  Val ley ’s  indust ry  to  th i s  day .  Abor ig ina l

act i v i ty  in  the  Nampa  area  s tar ted  roughly  14 ,500  years

before  the  present  day  (BP ) .  Research  del ineates  three

types  of  abor ig ina l  l and  use  div ided  in to  three  per iods

extending  up  unt i l  200  years  BP .  The  f i r s t  type  of  use ,

broad -spect rum  fo rag ing ,  was  the  pr imary  act iv i ty  in  the

reg ion  unt i l  4 ,500  BP .  Dur ing  th i s  t ime ,  nomadic

abor ig ina l  peoples  wie lded  s imple  too ls  and  used  the  l and

for  a  var iety  of  resources ,  f requent ly  changing  locat ions  in

response  to  seasonal  changes  and  in  search  of  new

resources .  The  second  type  of  use ,  semi -sedentary

forag ing ,  became  the  norm  fo r  ind igenous  t r ibes  in  the

reg ion  around  4 ,500  BP  unt i l  250  BP .  With  semi -sedentary

forag ing ,  nat ive  peoples  deve loped  the  abi l i t y  to  s tore

foods  and  began  to  s tay  longer  in  cer ta in  s i tes .  This  led  to

rap id  cul tura l  deve lopment  and  the  creat ion  of  many

abor ig ina l  ar t i facts  found  in  near  Nampa  today .  The  f ina l

type  of  use ,  equest r ian  fo rag ing ,  began  around  250  BP  and

lasted  unt i l  200  BP .  Equest r ian  fo rag ing  began  when

European  set t le rs  in t roduced  horses  to  abor ig ina l  peoples ,  

Tower detail of Dewey Plaza (built 1903, demolished 1963). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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who  then  rode  them  fo r  severa l  uses—

pr imar i l y  hunt ing  and  t rave l .

The  area  now  known  as  Nampa  was

once  occupied  by  the  Boise  and

Bruneau  bands  of  the  Shoshone

Indian  t r ibe .Led  by  Peiem  (known  in

Engl i sh  as  “Big  J im ” ) ,  a  l a rge  port ion

of  the  Boise  Shoshone  t r ibe  t raded

f requent ly  with  fu r  t rappers  a long  the

Snake  River  —  l i ke ly  s tar t ing  with

explorer  Donald  Mackenz ie  in  1818 .The

Boise  Shoshone  band  was  widely

t rave led ,  hunt ing  f rom  the  Payette

River  a l l  the  way  to  the  Boise  River

and  western  Snake  River  pla in .Less  i s

known  about  the  Bruneau  Shoshone

band  dur ing  the  19th  century ,  as  t r ibe

members  had  l i t t le  contact  with

European  t rappers  or  ear ly  set t le rs .

The  Bruneau  Shoshone  band  hunted

south  of  Snake  River  a long  the

Bruneau  River ,  as  wel l  as  in  the  area

between  Goose  Creek  and  the  Owyhee

River .

The  Boise ,  Bruneau ,  and  nearby

Weiser  Shoshone  t r ibes  compr ised  the

Western  Bands  of  the  Northern

Shoshone  t r ibe  —  a lso  known  as  the

Yahandeka  or  Yahant ikka .  Together

wi th  severa l  Northern  Paiute  bands ,

these  Shoshone  groups  would

ul t imate ly  be  re located  to  the  Fort

Hal l  Reservat ion  and  Duck  Val ley

Reservat ion ,  located  jus t  outs ide  of

Pocate l lo ,  Idaho  and  on  the  border  of

Idaho  and  Nevada  respect ive ly .

Ear ly  European Sett lement .  Though

trad ing  between  Nat ive  Amer icans

and  Euro -Amer ican  set t le rs  did  occur

in  some  areas  of  the  Treasure  Val ley

dur ing  the  ear ly -  and  mid - 19th

century ,  permanent  set t lement  in  the

Nampa  area  did  not  begin  unt i l  1883 .

On  Apr i l  20th  of  that  year ,  the  federa l

government  surveyed  Township  3

North ,  Range  2  West  of  the  Boise

Mer id ian  dis t r ic t  and  f i led  a  plat .  In

September ,  ra i l road  workers  l a id  ra i l s

fo r  the  Oregon  Short  L ine ,  s topping  to

erect  a  sect ion  house ,  water  tank ,  and

a  s ign  proc la iming  the  set t lement ’s

name :  Nampa .

Nampa ’s  set t lement  begins  with  two

men :  James  A .  McGee  and  Alexander

Duf fes .  McGee ,  a  res ident  of  the

nearby  town  of  Caldwel l ,  had  grown  

dissat i s f ied  with  the  town ’s  deve lopers

and  sought  to  s t r ike  out  a  new

sett lement .  His  ul t imate  goal  was  to

reroute  the  proposed  Oregon  Short  L ine

ra i l road  away  f rom  Caldwel l  and

through  Nampa .  Both  a  speculator  and

promotor ,  McGee  met  Alexander  Duf fes

through  his  brother - in - l aw  in  Port land

Oregon  and  encouraged  Duf fes  to

speculate  and  set t le  in  the  Nampa  area .

In  search  of  a  permanent  locat ion  to

invest  capi ta l  earned  f rom  his  Canadian

merchandis ing  and  gra in  bus iness ,

Duf fes  decided  that  Nampa  was  the

idea l  locat ion .  On  November  1 1 ,  1885 ,

Duf fes  f i led  under  the  Homestead  Act

on  the  area  that  would  become

downtown  Nampa .  On  September  8 ,

1886 ,  Duf fes ,  McGee ,  and  James  M .

Stewart  f i led  the  Art ic les  of

Incorporat ion  fo r  the  town  of  Nampa .

Nampa  may  have  begun  with  two  men ,

but  i t  boomed  because  of  two  pieces  of

in f ras t ructure :  the  ra i l road  and  the

i r r igat ion  canals  eventua l l y  dug  to

br ing  the  town  water .  The  ra i l road  was

extens ion  of  the  Oregon  Short  L ine ,

which  ran  an  access  route  f rom  the

Union  Pac i f ic  Rai l road  to  the  coast

through  Idaho  and  Oregon .  McGee

succeeded  in  re rout ing  the  Oregon

Short  L ine  through  Nampa  ins tead  of

Ca ldwel l ,  as  the  Nampa  opt ion  requi red

10  fewer  miles  of  ra i l road  to  be  l a id  and

s ign i f icant ly  less  grading  work  to  be

per formed .  Another  goal  of  McGee ’s—a

branch  l ine  between  Nampa  and  nearby

Boise—was  completed  in  September  of

1887 .

I t  took  severa l  more  years  before

i r r igat ion  came  to  Nampa

through  the  Ridenbaugh  Canal  and  the

Phy l l i s  Canal .  Or ig ina l l y  s tar ted  in  1877

by  W .H .  Ridenbaugh ,  the  Ridenbaugh

Canal  (begun  as  the  Morr i s  Ditch )

changed  ownersh ip  severa l  t imes

before  i t  f ina l l y  brought  water  to

Nampa  in  1892 .  As  the  Morr i s  Canal  was

being  bui l t ,  McGee  and  Stewart  set  out

to  create  the i r  own  canal :  the  Phy l l i s

Canal ,  named  af ter  McGee ’s  cur ly -

hai red  daughter .  After  fac ing  severa l

f inanc ia l  setbacks ,  the  men  turned  the

pro ject  over  to  loca l  contractors  who

completed  and  took  ownersh ip  of  the

canal .  In  1892 ,  the  Phy l l i s  canal  brought

water  to  the  c i ty  of  Nampa .  Dur ing

Nampa ’s  ear ly  years ,  whi le  the  ra i l road

and  canals  were  s t i l l  under  
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const ruct ion ,  l i fe  was  less  than  easy  fo r

the  town ’s  res idents .  Sagebrush  was

both  a  bless ing  and  a  curse .  I t  was  used

as  fue l  fo r  f i rep laces  —  and  in  t imes

when  money  was  scarce ,  i t  was  a

cur rency .  Unfor tunate ly ,  i t  a lso  s lowed

const ruct ion  in  town  and  work  on  the

ra i l road ,  as  bui lders  had  to  c lear  i t

away  fo r  even  ground .  Dur ing  these

ear ly  years ,  Nampa  earned  the

nickname  “New  Jerusa lem ”  thanks

la rge ly  to  Alexander  Duf fes ,  a

Presbyter ian  and  teetota ler ,  who  would

not  se l l  l and  to  those  t ry ing  to  bui ld

sa loons .  However ,  despi te  Duf fes ’  best

e f for ts ,  severa l  sa loons ,  gambl ing

houses ,  and  at  least  one  place  of

prost i tut ion  were  establ i shed  in  Nampa

as  set t le rs  f looded  i t s  s t reets .  These

places  of  v ice  were  erected  near ly

s imultaneous ly  with  Nampa ’s  f i r s t

church :  a  mult i -denominat iona l  chapel

completed  in  1889 .

By  1892 ,  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  was

establ i shed  in  Nampa ,  and

consumpt ion  of  a lcohol  was  lega l ized  in

the  town .  By  the  turn  of  the  century ,

the  Nampa  was  home  to  four  churches

for  four  denominat ions :  Presbyter ians ,

Episcopal ians ,  Bapt i s t s ,  and  Cathol ics .

Ear ly  on ,  equal  suf f rage  was  an

integra l  part  of  Nampa ’s  ident i ty .  With

the  induct ion  of  Idaho  in to  the  Union  in

1890 ,  the  s tate ’s  const i tut ion  of f ic ia l l y

gave  women  the  r ight  to  vote .  Nampa

women  used  th i s  r ight  to  play  a  major

ro le  in  the  town ’s  of f ices ,  inc luding

elect ing  the  f i r s t  female  school  board

of f ic ia l  and  founding  the  town ’s  f i r s t

l ib rary  with  the  Women ’s  Century  Club .

Chinese  immigrants  were  another

demographic  that  played  an

important  ro le  in  the  ear ly  deve lopment

of  Nampa .  Or ig ina l l y  imported  to  work

on  the  ra i l road ,  Chinese  immigrants  put

roots  in  Nampa  and  sur rounding  areas

to  mine  in  the  reg ion  at  the  ta i l -end  of

the  gold  rush .  Though  the  Chinese

opened  up  severa l  places  of  bus iness  in

the  town ,  the i r  presence  f requent ly  met

with  pre judice  and  dis taste  f rom  other

set t le rs  —  some  of  which  was

exacerbated  by  ev idence  of  smoking ,

gambl ing ,  and  opium  pro l i fe rat ion  in

predominant ly  Chinese  areas .  Once

number ing  in  the  hundreds ,  the

Chinese  populat ion  had  dwindled  to  a

handfu l  by  19 19 .

Developments  in  the Ear ly  20th
Century .

Though  demographics  were  sh i f t ing  at

the  turn  of  the  century ,  Nampa  as  a

whole  was  growing .  From  1900  to  19 10

the  c i ty  swel led  in  s ize  f rom  799  to

4 ,205  res idents .  With  th i s  populat ion

increase  came  widespread  economic

deve lopment ,  inc luding  complet ion  of

the  decadent  Dewey  Palace  hote l

( funded  by  Colonel  Dewey ,  one  of

Nampa ’s  biggest  speculators  at  the  turn

of  the  century ) ,  Nampa ’s  f i r s t  sugar

beet  factory ,  and  the  Crescent  Brewing

Company .  Unfor tunate ly  fo r  Nampa ’s

growing  number  of  res idents ,

nat ionwide  compet i t ion  and  a  major

f i re  in  1909  gave  major  blows  to

Nampa ’s  bus inesses  jus t  years  af ter  the

c i ty ’s  boom .

The  f i re  of  1909  was  not  the  only  event

that  c losed  the  f i r s t  decade  with  a

bang .  Prohib i t ion  went  in to  ef fect  in

the  county  that  same  year ,  lead ing  to

the  c losure  of  a l l  sa loons  and  ul t imate ly

s lowing  economic  growth .  Adding  insu l t

to  in jury ,  the  Bank  of  Nampa  —  the

town ’s  oldest  f inanc ia l  ins t i tut ion  —

c losed  fo r  good ,  only  award ing  i t s

depos i tors  a  th i rd  of  the i r  c la ims .  These

downturns  led  to  a  s izable  Soc ia l i s t

cont ingent  in  Nampa ’s  c i ty  pol i t ics ,

elect ing  a  soc ia l i s t ,  L .C .  McCarty ,  to  the

Thi rd  Ward  of  the  City  Counci l .  

Over  t ime ,  Nampa ’s  economy  s tab i l i zed

as  the  c i ty  invested  in  publ ic  works  and

more  set t le rs  l a id  permanent  roots  in

area .  A  widespread  pav ing  program ,

begun  before  the  f i re ,  was  completed

near  the  turn  of  the  decade .  After

severa l  delays  and  acquis i t ions ,  the

Nampa -Caldwel l  elect r ic  ra i l road  l ine

was  completed  by  the  Idaho -Oregon

L ight  and  Power  Company .  In

September  of  19 13 ,  a  smal l  elementary

school  was  founded  by  Eugene  Emerson

and  grew  in  jus t  4  years  to  graduate

students  f rom  three  departments :  an

Academy ,  Bib le  Col lege ,  and  Col lege  of

L ibera l  Arts .  This  was  Northwest

Nazarene  Col lege ,  Nampa ’s  f i r s t

secondary  ins t i tut ion .  Other  ins t i tut ions

deve loped  near  the  turn  of  the  decade

inc luded  the  government - funded  Idaho

State  School  and  Hospi ta l  and  a  second

wing  of  Kenwood  School ,  Nampa ’s

la rgest  K - 12  ins t i tut ion .
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World War  I  and the Great
Depress ion.  
As  the  20th  century  wore  on ,  t remors  of

an  in ternat iona l  war  began  to  course

through  Nampa ’s  smal l  community .

Much  l i ke  the  res t  of  the  United  States

Mi l i ta ry ,  Nampa ’s  Company  B  began

preparat ions  fo r  the  “war  to  end  a l l

wars ”  around  March  19 17 ,growing  in  s ize

f rom  about  8  men  to  wel l  over  100

seemingly  overn ight .  These  men  were

eventua l l y  s tat ioned  in  Koblenz ,

Germany  as  part  of  the  Army  of

Occupat ion .  Those  back  in  Nampa  did

the i r  part  to  help  the  war  ef for t  by

contr ibut ing  of  dol la rs  in  donat ions  to

the  Red  Cross  and  part ic ipat ing  in  a

nat ionwide  L iber ty  Bond  dr ive .

Thousands  of  Nampa  c i t i zens  engaged

in  a  ra l l y  to  show  the i r  support  on  Apr i l

6 ,  19 17  when  the  U .S  House  of

Representat i ves  of f ic ia l l y  recognized

the  war  with  Germany .

Not  a l l  in  Nampa  supported  the  war

ef for t ,  however .  Members  of  Methodis t

church  denounced  the  c i ty ’s

warmonger ing ,  deeming  i t  incons i s tent

wi th  the  Chr i s t ian  fa i th  to  go  to  war .  As

the  war  cont inued ,  so  did  the  debate

between  pac i f i s t s  and  those  supported

the  United  States ’  ef for ts  overseas .  This

cu lminated  in  a  postwar  speech  mayor

H .H .  Keim ,  a  l ay  minis ter  and

establ i shed  bus inessman  in  Nampa ,

who  s tood  f i rmly  aga inst  the  war .  Keim

was  met  with  cr i t ic i sm  publ i shed  in  the

Nampa  Leader -Hera ld ,  which  he  quick ly

sued .  Despi te  th i s  conf l ic t ,  both

pac i f i s t s  l i ke  Keim  and  war -supporters

welcomed  Nampa  serv icemen  back  in to

the  town  wholeheartedly .  On  Ju ly  4 ,

19 19 ,  jus t  two  days  af ter  Nampa ’s  armed

forces  had  returned  home ,  near ly

10 ,000  people  attended  the  town ’s

combined  Independence  Day  and

Welcome  Home  ce lebrat ion .

In  the  years  lead ing  up  to  the  f i r s t

Wor ld  War ,  Nampa  res idents  took  part

in  a  wave  of  agr icu l tura l  act iv i sm  in

at tempt  to  boost  the  c i ty ’s  agr icu l tura l

economy .  At  the  s tar t  of  the  20th

century ,  thousands  of  fa rmers  s igned  up

to  support  i r r igat ion  deve lopment  f rom

the  government .  The  Reclamat ion

serv ice  so l ic i ted  and  approved  bids  fo r

bui ld ing  the  Divers ion  Dam

enlargement  of  the  New  York  Canal

(Nampa ’s  th i rd  source  of  water  af ter  the  

Ridenbaugh  Canal  and  the  Phy l l i s

Canal )  and  the  const ra in  of  the  Deer

F lat  Reservat ion .  To  better  vo ice  the i r

concerns  to  s tate  and  federa l

lawmakers ,  fa rmers  in  Canyon  County

formed  the  Idaho  Federat ion  of

Agr icu l ture  and  then  l a ter  jo ined  fo rces

wi th  the  Nonpart i san  League  in  19 17 ,

af ter  the i r  in i t ia l  requests  fo r  funding

fe l l  on  the  deaf  ears  of  the  very

Democrats  they  helped  elect .  The

Nonpart i san  League  would  help

organize  the  Idaho  Progress ive  Party ,

which  would  contro l  the  county  f rom

1920  to  1928 .  Just  before  th i s  per iod ,  as

farmers  s tar ted  organiz ing  to  improve

the i r  condi t ions  of  l abor ,  World  War  I

b rought  in  except iona l l y  high  crop

pr ices .  This  boom ,  together  with

Progress ive  funding ,  led  to  increased

product ion ,  investments ,  and

operat ions  in  Nampa .  Unfor tunate ly  fo r

the  area ’s  fa rmers ,  few  could  predict

the  ensu ing  economic  depress ion .  

The  day  the  s tock  market  crashed  —

“Black  Tuesday ”  October  29 ,  1929  —  i s

cons idered  by  many  to  mark  the  s tar t  of

the  Great  Depress ion  in  the  United

States .  From  Nampa ,  s igns  of  a

depress ion  had  begun  ear l ie r .  The

Nampa  State  Bank  fa i led  in  the  ear ly

1920s ,  l i v ing  i t s  patrons  with  none  of

the i r  depos i ted  money .  Just  a  few  years

la ter  in  1924 ,  Stockman ’s  Nat iona l  Bank

in  Nampa  a lso  went  broke .  

Neverthe less ,  the  c i ty  pers i s ted .  When

the  Great  Depress ion  s t ruck  the  ent i re

country ,  Nampa ’s  s t rong  agr icu l tura l

community  kept  devastat ion  at  bay  by

prov id ing  food  to  the  c i ty ’s  res idents .

However ,  fa rmers  and  other  indust ry

profess iona ls  s t i l l  fe l t  the  Depress ion ’s

e f fects .  

Layof f s  began  in  the  ear ly  30 ’s  to  coa l

and  other  l a rge  power  companies ,  as

people  were  quick  to  reduce

consumpt ion .  Next ,  pr ices  dropped  fo r

a l l  crops ,  leav ing  fa rmers  with  a  smal l

f ract ion  of  the i r  earn ings .  Those  who

managed  the i r  own  bus iness  fe l t  the

consequences  of  bank  fa i lu res  the

hardest .  Many  smal l  bus inesses  had  to

c lose  the i r  doors  fo r  good .  In  order  to

combat  a  l ack  of  immediate  f inanc ing ,

the  bulk  of  bus iness  in  Nampa  (and

elsewhere )  was  conducted  on  credi t .

When  Pres ident  Frank l in  Delano  
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Rooseve l t  declared  a  bank  hol iday ,

representat i ves  of  the  Nampa ’s  two

main  banks  —  Nampa  State  Bank  and

the  F i r s t  Secur i ty  Bank  —  came  together

to  prov ide  “emergency  cer t i f i cates ”  that

granted  those  with  proof  of  bank

balances  essent ia l  compensat ion  to

handle  the  economic  cr i s i s .

Later  that  year ,  Rooseve l t  in t roduced

the  Works  Pro ject  Adminis t rat ion ,better

known  as  the  WPA .  This  nat ionwide ,

government - funded  works  in i t ia t i ve  not

only  re inser ted  many  Nampa  res idents

back  in to  the  workforce  —  i t  a lso  helped

bols ter  c iv ic  in f ras t ructure  in  Nampa

and  the  res t  of  the  country . .   Examples

of  WPA  pro jects  in  Nampa  inc lude

Rooseve l t  and  East  Side  Elementary

Schools  and  the  Centra l  Assembly

bui ld ing  at  Centra l  Junior  High  School .

Another  advantage  that  helped  Nampa

batt le  the  burdens  of  the  Depress ion

was  one  many  other  areas  did  not  have .

Due  to  Nampa ’s  prox imity  to  a  major

ra i l road ,  the  c i ty  harbored  a  l a rge

number  of  t rans ients  dur ing  the  Great

Depress ion .  These  homeless  ind iv idua ls

t raded  work  fo r  food ,  giv ing  c i t i zens  of

Nampa  a  rather  inexpens ive  way  to

mainta in  the i r  bus inesses .  This

symbiot ic  re lat ionsh ip  became  a  way  of

l i fe  fo r  many  in  Nampa  before  the  WPA

— and  before  World  War  I I  changed  the

face  of  the  community  once  aga in .

World War  I I .  Though  a  non -

in tervent ion is t  sent iment  towards

fore ign  pol icy  was  pervas ive  in  Idaho

dur ing  the  1930s  (prominent  senator

Wi l l iam  Borah  was  a  s taunch

iso lat ion is t ) ,  publ ic  att i tude  sh i f ted

af ter  the  Pear l  Harbor  attack  and  the

country ’s  inev i tab le  entrance  in to  World

War  I I .  Ear ly  on ,  Nampa  res idents

p layed  the i r  part ,  rat ion ing  essent ia l

i tems  and  purchas ing  them  with

stamps .  Nampa  gave  hundreds  of  men

to  the  cause ,  both  overseas  and  jus t  a

few  miles  out  of  town  at  two  camps  fo r

German  pr i soners  of  war .  

Dur ing  the  war  years  the  need  fo r

increased  fa rm  l abor ,  ass i s ted  by  the

U .S .  and  Mexico ’s  Bracero  program ,

resu l ted  in  an  increase  of  Mexican

workers  to  meet  l abor  shortages

throughout  southern  Idaho .   Poor

work ing  condi t ions  and  low  wages  led

to  s t r ikes  that  resu l ted  in  Idaho  being  

phased  out  of  the  Bracero  program .

Agr icu l ture  would  remain  an  important

indust ry  fo r  Canyon  County  and  the

Hispanic  cul ture  i s  an  essent ia l  part  of

the  Nampa  community .   ( In  1995  the

Idaho  Commiss ion  of  Hispanic  Af fa i r s

began  plans  to  make  Nampa  home  to

the  Hispanic  Cultura l  Center  of  Idaho . )

After  World  War  I I ,  indust ry  in  Nampa

boomed ,  as  bus inessmen  began  to

ret ro f i t  mil l s  used  fo r  wart ime  output

into  more  commerc ia l  enterpr i ses .

Work ing  with  the  Nampa  Chamber  of

Commerce ,  these  bus inessmen  created

an  Indust r ia l  Committee  to  assess  and

pursue  deve lopment  in  the  c i ty .  Less

than  a  year  l a ter ,  the  Nampa  Indust r ia l

Corporat ion  was  born .  The  corporat ion

bought  l and  in  and  around  Nampa ,

which  i t  so ld  and  leased  to  severa l

companies  founded  in  Nampa  di rect ly

a f ter  the  war .  These  companies

inc luded  Albertson ’s  Feed  Mil l  and

Hatchery ,  Ferd inand  Meta l  Company ,

F leetwood  Tra i le r  Corporat ion ,

Luekenga  Const ruct ion  Company ,

Peterson  Truck ing  Company ,  and  more ,

Post-War  to  the end of  the 20th
Century .
The  legacy  of  sugar  beets  cont inued

with  the  const ruct ion  in  1942  of  the

Amalgamated  Sugar  Company ’s

re f inery ;  the  plant  cont inues  i t s

operat ion  today .  Further  expanding

manufactur ing  and  economic  growth ,

the  Nampa  Indust r ia l  Corporat ion  was

to  make  three  more  major  purchases  —

te rmed  Second ,  Thi rd ,  and  Fourth

Addi t ion  respect ive ly  —  compr is ing

investments  in  l and  and  in f ras t ructure

tota l ing  $ 1 ,236 ,400 .  Notable  among  the

bus inesses  who  broke  ground  on  th i s

land  were  Zi log ,  a  computer  c i rcu i t

manufacturer ,  and  Pac i f ic  Press ,  a

Seventh  Day  Advent i s t  publ i sh ing  f i rm .

These  companies  and  more  marked  a

major  move  away  f rom  an  agr icu l tura l

economy  in  Nampa .  By  1970 ,  jus t  14

percent  of  Nampa  res idents  were

employed  in  agr icu l tura l  pos i t ions  —

down  f rom  fo r ty - f i ve  percent  in  1930 .

The  passage  of  the  Inters tate  Highway

Act  in  1956  impacted  Nampa  as  wel l ,

prov id ing  unprecedented  funding  fo r  a

f reeway  sys tem ,  inc luding  Idaho ’s  I -84 .

Whi le  “mom  and  pop ”  shops  dominated

the  consumer  economy  fo r  decades ,  by

the  l a te  20th  century  that  would
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change  with  the  deve lopment  of  l a rger

s tores  l i ke  Hol ly  Market  (Nampa ’s  f i r s t

shopping  center )  in  the  ear ly  1960s  and

Safeway  Grocery  Store  (Nampa ’s

f i r s t la rge  cha in )  in  1965 .  That  same  year ,

Nampa  l a rgest  post -war  bui ld ing

pro ject ,  Karcher  Mal l ,  opened  i t s  doors .

Since  then ,  Karcher  Mal l  has  undergone

severa l  expans ions  and  changed

ownersh ip  twice .  In  Ju ly  2019 ,  plans

were  unve i led  fo r  a  renovat ion  pro ject

set  to  demol i sh  of  81 ,000  square  feet  of

the  mal l 's  f loor  area  to  make  room  fo r  a

mixed  use  deve lopment .

Redeve lopment  of  downtown  Nampa

began  in  earnest  by  the  1980s  as  the

Main  Street  concept  began  to  take

hold .A  notable  pro ject  was  led  by

Longbranch  Incorporated  that

purchased  and  remodeled  the  sa loon ,  a

bowl ing  a l ley  and  Gene ’s  Lounge

tocreate  Longbranch  Stat ion ,

completed  in  1984 ,  Longbranch

Incorporated  a lso  improved  s idewalks

and  s t reets ,  prompt ing  loca l  bus iness

leaders  to  request  a  fo rmal  bus iness

improvement  dis t r ic t  f rom  the  c i ty  of

Nampa . In  1984 ,  the  Nampa  City  Counci l

announced  a  $2 .4  mil l ion  downtown

redeve lopment  pro ject  that  was

completed  less  than  three  years  l a ter .

By  the  end  of  the  20th  Century  Nampa ’s

indust r ia l  and  commerc ia l  areas  were

growing  north  and  east .The  Idaho

Center  Arena  opened  in  1997  and  the

area  sur rounding  i t  (Garr i ty  Road  and  I -

84 )  became  a  mixed -use  center .

NAMPA  IS  A  RAPIDLY  GROWING  CITY  WITH  A

RICH  HISTORY .  THIS  STORY  IS  BEST  EVIDENCED

IN  NAMPA ’S  OLDEST  LANDMARKS  —CRUCIAL

PIECES  OF  REGIONAL  AND  NATIONAL  HISTORY ,

MANY  OF  WHICH  SHED  LIGHT  ON  THE  CITY ’S

CULTURE  TODAY

Hasbrouck House (built 1907). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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CITY  OF  NAMPA  HISTORY  &  HISTORIC  RESOURCES

B . H i s t o r i c R e s o u r c e s w i t h i n

t h e C i t y o f N a m p a

Loca l  i cons  such  as  the  Nampa  Depot  and  Nampa  Main  Post  Off ice  

Old  Nampa  Neighborhood  res ident ia l  dis t r ic t

B lue  Eye  Bui ld ing ,  Commerc ia l  Bui ld ing  and  others  in  the  downtown  dis t r ic t

Centra l  Assembly  Bui ld ing

Washington  Federa l  Bank  

KFDX  Radio  Stat ion  

Hasbrouck  House

I .  Nat ional  Register  of  Histor ic  P laces
Some  notable  bui ld ings  and  s i tes  remain  to  shed  l ight  on  Nampa ’s  his tory .   Many

more  ex is t  but  have  not  been  documented .   The  his tor ic  resource  inventory  to  date

have  been  pr imar i l y  in  the  downtown  area  thus  document ing  the  ear ly  set t lement

years  of  the  c i ty .   Another  ind icator  of  important  his tor ic  propert ies  i s  whether  they

are  found  on  the  Nat iona l  Regis ter  of  Histor ic  Places  (NRHP ) ,  our  country ’s  of f ic ia l

l i s t  of  cul tura l  resources  worthy  of  preservat ion .   Adminis tered  by  the  Nat iona l  Park

Serv ice ,  nominat ions  fo r  l i s t ing  are  submit ted  to  the  State  Histor ic  Preservat ion

Of f ice  and  rev iewed  annual l y  by  Idaho ’s  Histor ic  Si tes  Rev iew  Board .   The  City  of

Nampa  has  severa l  propert ies  on  the  NRHP  inc luding :  

In  addi t ion ,  his tor ic  resource  surveys  and  inventor ies  have  ident i f ied  many  more

propert ies  in  Nampa  that  are  el ig ib le  fo r  l i s t ing  on  the  NRHP  such  as :

Whi le  l i s t ing  a  property  on  the  NRHP  does  not  protect  i t  f rom  demol i t ion  i t  does

prov ide  recogni t ion  of  the  property ’s  va lue  to  the  community ,  s tate  and  nat ion

and  makes  i t  el ig ib le  fo r  federa l  tax  incent ives  fo r  the  rehabi l i ta t ion  of  the

property  (See  Appendix  C ) .  Furthermore ,  an  NRHP  l i s ted  or  NRHP  el ig ib le

property  must  be  cons idered  in  planning  federa l  or  federa l l y  ass i s ted  pro jects .  A

more  complete  l i s t  of  NRHP  l i s ted  and  el ig ib le  propert ies  can  be  found  in  Appendix

D .  

Some  bui ld ings  which  are  cons idered  his tor ic  and  even  s ign i f icant  to  Nampa

res idents ,  such  as  the  Pix  Theat re ,  are  not  on  the  NRHP  nor  are  they  el ig ib le

e i ther  due  to  the  changes  to  the  s t ructure  s ince  i t s  const ruct ion  or  because

they  do  not  meet  some  key  cr i te r ia .   However ,  these  bui ld ings  may  be  inc luded  in

loca l  his tor ic  dis t r ic ts  and  prov ided  protect ion  through  loca l  ord inance .

One  cr i te r ion  fo r  determin ing  his tor ic  s ign i f icance  i s  the  50 -year  milestone  that

i s  embedded  in  the  cr i te r ia  fo r  the  NRHP .   Whi le  there  are  prov i s ions  fo r  except iona l

younger  s i tes  to  be  inc luded  on  the  Regis ter ,  the  50 -year  date  i s  a  s imple  ru le  fo r

communit ies  to  quick ly  assess  potent ia l  s i tes  of  concern .   At  th i s  wri t ing ,  propert ies

const ructed  before  1970  might  be  cons idered  el ig ib le  based  on  the i r  age  a lone .   The

Ci ty  of  Nampa  has  not  undertaken  any  surveys  of  mid -20th  century  his tor ic  resources

however  a  map  of  the  c i ty  highl ight ing  bui ld ing  age  (with  data  der ived  f rom  County

Assessor  data ) ,  ind icates  a  vast  number  of  res ident ia l  s t ructures  const ructed  af ter

Wor ld  War  I I  (Appendix  E ) .

 

2 .  Histor ic  Context  Statements
In  order  to  proceed  with  addi t iona l  survey  and  inventory ,  to  fu l l y  understand  the

his tor ic  resources  with  the  c i ty  l imi ts ,  the  AHPC  has  rev iewed  the  his tor ic  contexts

presented  in  the  Canyon  County  Histor ic  Preservat ion  Plan  and  has  ident i f ied  four

compat ib le  s tatements  that  wi l l  prov ide ,  as  s tated  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Inter io r ’s

Standards  and  Guide l ines  fo r  Archaeology  and  Histor ic  Preservat ion ,  “ the  foundat ion

for  decis ions  about  the  ident i f icat ion ,  eva luat ion ,  reg i s t rat ion  and  t reatment  of

h is tor ic  propert ies ,  and  surveys . ”
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CITY  OF  NAMPA  HISTORY  &  HISTORIC  RESOURCES

a .  Railroad  and  Settlement

I ta l ic ized  sect ions  der ived  f rom  the  Canyon  County  HPP .  

T h e  O r e g o n  S h o r t  L i n e  R a i l w a y  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 8 1  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e
s h o r t e s t  r o u t e  a c r o s s  S o u t h e r n  I d a h o  b e t w e e n  W y o m i n g  a n d  E a s t e r n  O r e g o n .  T h e  S h o r t
L i n e  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 8 8 4 .    N a m p a ,  w h i c h  w a s  p l a t t e d  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  b e c a m e  a
m a j o r  h u b  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y ,  o n c e  h o s t i n g  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  b r a n c h  l i n e s  t h a t  s e r v e d  t h e  r e g i o n .

NAMPA  DEPOT

Designed in 1903 by Frederick W. Clarke for the
Oregon Short Line Railroad. The structure was
donated to the Canyon County Historical
Society in 1976.

SITE  EXAMPLES

COMMERCIAL  BUILDING

Built in 1907, by H.C. Hickey, this building
originally housed the Nampa Post Office. Other
notable tenants include the Nampa Chamber of
Commerce and Nafziger's Men's Store. 

b .Irrigation  and  Agriculture

W i t h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  ( t h e  C a r e y  A c t  o f  1 8 9 4  a n d
R e c l a m a t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 0 2 ) ,  i r r i g a t i o n   w a t e r  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  C a n y o n  C o u n t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  N e w
Y o r k  C a n a l  i n  1 9 0 9 .  A  n e t w o r k  o f  l a t e r a l s ,  d i t c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  d e p e n d e n c i e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,
i n c l u d i n g  D e e r  F l a t  R e s e r v o i r .    N a m p a  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  c o m m e r c i a l  h u b  t h a t  f u r t h e r  b e n e f i t e d
f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  v a r i e d  e c o n o m i c  f a c e t s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h a t  i n d u s t r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
i m p r o v e d  s u g a r  b e e t  p r o d u c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  s u g a r
m a k i n g  f a c i l i t y .

OLD  NAMPA  NEIGHBORHOOD

One of Nampa's first subdivisions, the homes
in the Old Nampa Neighborhood were
constructed in the period of 1920-1930, when
agriculture joined with the railroad, further
enhancing Nampa's economy. 

SITE  EXAMPLES

NAMPA  MERIDIAN  IRRIGATION  DISTRICT

Built in 1909 by Tourtellotte and Hummel
Architecture, this building is an important
symbol of irrigation, one of the mayor reasons
the Treasure Valley grew. 
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I n c r e a s e d  m e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  e r a ,  s e r v e d
t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e  b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e m a n d  a n d  o u t p u t  i n  C a n y o n  C o u n t y .
I n n o v a t i o n s  i n  f r e e z e - d r y i n g  b y  t h e  S i m p l o t  c o r p o r a t i o n  m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  t o  p r o c e s s  p o t a t o e s
a n d  o n i o n s  t o  f e e d  t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  A m e r i c a ' s  b o o m i n g  p o s t - w a r  p o p u l a t i o n .  L a b o r
s h o r t a g e s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  i n t r o d u c e d  n e w  r e s i d e n t s  t o  N a m p a .

CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN  

CITY  OF  NAMPA  HISTORY  &  HISTORIC  RESOURCES

c .World  Wars  and  Community  Change

Ita l ic ized  sect ions  der ived  f rom  the  Canyon  County  HPP .  

KFXD  BUILDING

Built in 1937 as the first radio station in Idaho.
Unique cork soundproofing construction made
it state-of-the-art when it was built.

SITE  EXAMPLES

CENTRAL  ASSEMBLY  BUILDING

Built in 1937 as a WPA project, Lee R. Cooke,
Nampa, was the project architect and engineer.
J.O. Jordan and Son, of Boise, was the general
contractor.

d .  The  Automobile  and  Suburbanization

E n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s p u r r e d  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s
t h e  p e r s o n a l  a u t o m o b i l e  f a c i l i t a t e d  l o n g e r  c o m m u t e s .  R e s u l t i n g  s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  m i d -
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  e x p a n d e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  i n t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  a d d i n g
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o m e s  a n d  u s h e r i n g  i n  c h a n g e s  t o  N a m p a ' s  e c o n o m y .

WASHINGTON  FEDERAL  SAVINGS  &  LOAN

Built in 1962 for Provident Federal, Architect
William F. Cann designed this round building,
rising up to a deeply cantilevered roof
supported by thin, L-shaped concrete arms.

SITE  EXAMPLES

SHALIMAR  TERRACE  NEIGHBORHOOD

In post war America, the buying public was open to
modern  home designs and the rapid expansion
into outlying areas created the phrase “suburban
living”. The suburbs were a clean, safe, and –
perhaps most importantly – affordable place to
raise a family and carve out ones own slice of the
American dream.
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v .P r e s e r v a t i o n  g u i d e

Many  bel ieve  his tor ic  preservat ion  i s  an  important  means  of

reta in ing  community  character ,  support ing  economic

deve lopment  and  improv ing  qual i ty  of  l i fe .

Downtown  Nampa  i s  perce ived  as  a  success fu l  his tor ic  dis t r ic t ,

though  there  are  concerns  fo r  the  cont inued  preservat ion  of

landmarks  (such  as ,  the  Depot  and  the  Pix )  and  the  neglect  of

other  bui ld ings .    

Outs ide  of  the  downtown  area ,  there  are  other  his tor ic  bui ld ings

and  neighborhoods  that  may  be  at  r i sk  fo r  demol i t ion  or

insens i t i ve  redeve lopment .        

Histor ic  preservat ion  would  be  more  l i ke ly  to  occur  i f  there  were

f inanc ia l  incent ives  and  support  to  care  fo r  older  bui ld ings ,

update  or  adapt ive ly  reuse  them .

Expanding  understanding  of  other  his tor ic  resources  throughout

the  City .    

Improv ing  ex is t ing  rev iew  processes  to  ensure  preservat ion

outcomes .     

Address ing  the  l ack  of  author i ty ,  leverage ,  and  funding  fo r

AHPC .

Responding  with  appropr iate  preservat ion  too ls  ( that

community  wi l l  welcome ) .

Prov id ing  opportuni t ies  fo r  the  community  to  part ic ipate  in

preservat ion  ef for ts .

Preservat ion  planning ,  l i ke  community  planning ,  invo lves  engaging

the  publ ic ,  eva luat ing  cur rent  condi t ions ,  ident i f y ing  i s sues  and

concerns ,  analyz ing  t rends  and  propos ing  goals ,  object i ves ,  and

pol ic ies  to  guide  future  act ions .    This  sect ion  presents  the  v i s ion ,

goals ,  object i ves  and  s t rateg ies  that  evo lved  f rom  engagement

with  the  genera l  publ ic ,  in terested  c i t i zens  and  organizat ions ,  as

wel l  as  c i ty  s ta f f  and  the  AHPC  members .

 

For  the  purposes  of  th i s  plan  the  v i s ion  s tatement  br ie f l y

ar t icu lates  the  AHPC ’s  ul t imate  or  idea l  condi t ion .    Each  goal

s tatement  presents  a  genera l  condi t ion  or  achievement  that

re f lects  a  broad  purpose .  An  object i ve  i s  a  discrete  s tep ,  poss ib ly

among  severa l ,  by  which  a  goal  may  be  accompl i shed .    A  s t rategy

i s  a  s tatement  of  act ion  that  supports  the  achievement  of  the

object i ve  and  rea l i zat ion  of  the  goal .    Together  these  i tems  when

combined  create  a  work  plan  that  can  ass i s t  the  City  of  Nampa  and

the  AHPC  to  reach  i t s  Vis ion .

 

To  ar r i ve  at  the  appropr iate  goals ,  object i ves  and  s t rateg ies ,  the

AHPC  engaged  with  the  publ ic  with  a  survey  and  publ ic

meet ings .    The  resu l t s  of  th i s  outreach  are  presented  in  Appendix

B .    However ,  the  fo l lowing  prov ides  a  short  summary  of  the

pr inc ipa l  concerns :

 

Furthermore ,  the  AHPC  addressed  chal lenges  that  they  have

exper ienced  as  wel l  as  opportuni t ies  fo r  the  future ,  inc luding  the

fo l lowing :   

The  fo l lowing  v i s ion ,  goals ,object i ves  and  s t rateg ies  present  a

guide  to  the  future  work  of  the  AHPC .    This  sect ion  concludes  with

a  comprehens ive  implementat ion  tab le  (Table  5 . 1 )  that  assembles

a l l  unique  s t rateg ies  and  adds  appropr iate  t imef rames  and

respons ib le  ent i t ies .

CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN

Window details of Nampa Train Depot (built 1903). Photo Courtesy CCHS
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PRESERVATION  GUIDE

AH P C V I S I O N & G OAL S
VISION : HONOR  AND

CELEBRATE  OUR  CITY ’S

HERITAGE ,  BY  PROTECTING

AND  REVITALIZING  A

DIVERSE  ARRAY

OF  HISTORIC  RESOURCES

GOAL  ONE

Understand and document our

historic buildings and sites

GOAL  TWO

Preserve, protect and enhance our

historic buildings and sites

GOAL  THREE

Strengthen the operation and

administration of the AHPC

GOAL  FOUR

Increase public awareness and

partnerships

U n d e r s t a n d  &  D o c u m e n t  o u r  h i s t o r i c

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i t e s

GOAL  ONE

Northwest  Nazarene  Univers i ty  campus

Amalgamated  Sugar  plant

Idaho  State  School

Washington  Federa l  bank

KFDX  bui ld ing

Hasbrouck  House

Glen  View  Estates  ( log -cabin  s ty le  homes )

Shal imar  Ter race  (mid -century  ranch  homes )

Piersa l l  Park /Ord  Neighborhood  (bungalows )

Park  Avenue /Lakev iew  park  ( 19th  century  res idences )

Object ive  1A :  Cont inue to  regular ly  survey and ident i fy  h istor ic  propert ies  and
potent ia l  h istor ic  d istr icts

1 .Pursue  and  expand  Histor ic  Context  deve lopment  and  pr ior i t i ze  annual  survey  and

inventory  pro jects ,  as  wel l  as  nominat ions  to  the  Nat iona l  Regis ter  of  Histor ic  Places .

2 .Col laborate  with  Canyon  County  HPC  regard ing  his tor ic  contexts  to  coord inate

ef for ts  and  potent ia l l y  leverage  resources  to  conduct  survey  and  inventory .

3 .Meet  with  l andmark  property  owners  to  discuss  the  importance  of  his tor ic

preservat ion  and  the  potent ia l  fo r  the i r  s i tes ,  inc luding :  

4 .Conduct  his tor ic  resource  survey  of  his tor ic  neighborhoods ,  inc luding :

 

Object ive  1B :  Develop a  Nampa Register  of  Histor ic  P laces  to  recognize  and
protect  our  local  landmarks

1 .Explore  the  elements  and  benef i t s  of  deve loping  a  loca l  Regis ter  of  Histor ic

P laces ,  based  on  examples  in  other  communit ies .

2 .  Develop  cr i te r ia  fo r  inc lus ion  on  a  loca l  reg i s ter ,  as  wel l  as  incent ives  and

protect ion  measures .
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CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN  

PRESERVATION  GUIDE

P r e s e r v e ,  p r o t e c t  a n d  e n h a n c e  h i s t o r i c

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i t e s

GOAL  TWO

Col laborate  with  the  Planning  and  Zoning  Department  to  invest igate  ways  of

implement ing  increased  protect ion  of  Nampa ’s  his tor ic  resources  to  inc lude :

Adjust ing  boundar ies ,  implement ing  other  re f inements  and  address ing

enforcement  i s sues  re lated  to  the  Downtown  Histor ic  Dist r ic t .

Prepar ing  a  Demol i t ion  Ordinance  to  prov ide  fo r  a  wait ing  per iod  pr ior  to  the

i ssuance  of  a  demol i t ion  permit  of  s t ructures  over  50  years  old  to  prov ide  fo r

a l te rnat ive  approaches  fo r  bui ld ing  retent ion ,  inc luding  re locat ion  and

disassembly  fo r  sa lvage  of  bui ld ing  mater ia l s .  

Modi fy ing  Chapter  10  of  the  Zoning  Ordinance  to  prov ide  des ign  rev iew  author i ty

to  the  AHPC .  

Eva luat ing  potent ia l  dis t r ic t  des ignat ion  fo r  surveyed  areas  such  as  the  Old

Nampa  Neighborhood ,  or  a l ternat ive  approaches  such  as  des ign  rev iew  over lays .

Col laborate  with  the  Chamber  and  other  tour i sm  ent i t ies  to  ensure  that  Nampa

Object ive  2A:   Strengthen the ro le  of  h istor ic  preservat ion in  p lanning and
community  rev ita l izat ion 

1 .

2 .  Ut i l i ze  City ’s  GIS  div i s ion  to  coord inate  future  survey  ef for ts  and  assess  the  

locat ion  of  key  s i tes  that  may  be  inc luded  in  a  future  dis t r ic t  or  part  of  dis t r ic t

expans ion .

Object ive  2B:  Cont inue to  grow histor ic  preservat ion as  an economic
development  tool  to  protect  and maintain  the integr i ty  of  h istor ic  propert ies  

1 .

promotes  i t ’s  her i tage  to  v i s i tors  and  capi ta l i zes  on  s tate  and  reg iona l  her i tage

tour i sm  ef for ts  

2 . Ident i f y  key  s i tes  that  would  benef i t  f rom  his tor ic  preservat ion  programs  and

incent ives ,  such  as  the  Federa l  Histor ic  Tax  Credi t ,  and  fo l low  through  with

appropr iate  contacts .

3 .Develop  a  l i s t  of  ex is t ing  programs  (grants ,  loans  and  tax  credi ts )  to  prov ide  to

h is tor ic  property  owners .  Explore  methods  to  expand  the  l i s t  to  inc lude  loca l  publ ic -

pr ivate  partnersh ips .

4 .  Celebrate  success fu l l y  completed  preservat ion  pro jects  and  prov ide  as  example

for  others  to  fo l low .

5 .  Part ic ipate  in  advocacy  fo r  new  State  or  Federa l  preservat ion  leg i s la t ion  and

funding  opportuni t ies .

6 .  Engage  with  the  Col lege  of  Western  Idaho  to  determine  the  potent ia l  fo r  a

preservat ion  t rades  program  to  inc lude  masonry  and  carpentry .   Prov ide

opportuni t ies  fo r  job  t ra in ing  through  c i ty - in i t ia ted  pro jects  and  the  Main  Street

program .
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PRESERVATION  GUIDE

P r e s e r v e ,  p r o t e c t  a n d  e n h a n c e  h i s t o r i c

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s i t e s

GOAL  TWO

Coord inate  regular l y  with  Main  Street  program  of f icer  to  ident i f y  potent ia l  fo r

jo int  pro jects .

grants  fo r  his tor ic  preservat ion  planning ,  his tor ic  bui ld ing  repa i r  and

rehabi l i ta t ion  ( “br icks  and  mortar ” ) ,  

low  in terest  loan  programs ,  and  

tax  incent ive  programs .

Object ive  2C:  Support  and enhance the ef forts  of  the Main Street  program to
revita l ize  and protect  the histor ic  business  d istr ict

1 .

2 .  Ident i f y  Main  Street  committee  members  that  would  cons ider  part ic ipat ing  in

AHPC  act iv i t ies  and  potent ia l l y  serv ing  as  a  Commiss ioner .

3 .  Pursue  modi f icat ions  to  the  Downtown  Histor ic  Dist r ic t  inc luding  adjust ing

boundar ies ,  implement ing  other  re f inements  and  address ing  enforcement  i s sues .

4 .  Jo int ly  prepare  educat iona l  and  t ra in ing  programs  to  encourage  protect ion  and

appropr iate  rehabi l i ta t ion  of  his tor ic  commerc ia l  bui ld ings .

 
Object ive  2D:  Ident i fy ,  st rengthen and expand exist ing f inancia l
incent ive  programs

1 .  Ident i f y  key  s i tes  that  would  benef i t  f rom  his tor ic  preservat ion  programs  and

incent ives  such  as  the  Federa l  Histor ic  Tax  Credi t  and  fo l low  through  with

appropr iate  contacts

2 .  Seek  sources  to  fund  preservat ion  and  rehabi l i ta t ion  ef for ts  of  his tor ic  s i tes  of

loca l  s ign i f icance  inc luding :  

3 .  Develop  a  l i s t  of  ex is t ing  programs  (grants ,  loans  and  tax  credi ts )  to  prov ide  to

h is tor ic  property  owners .  Explore  methods  to  expand  the  l i s t  to  inc lude  loca l  pr ivate

deve lopment  in terests .
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PRESERVATION  GUIDE

S t r e n g t h e n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  AH P C

GOAL  THREE

Object ive  3A:    Adopt  and implement  the 2020 HPP

1 .   Present  the  HPP  to  the  City  Counci l  and  coord inate  adopt ion  of  the  HPP  with

the  new  Nampa  2040 :  Comprehens ive  Plan .

2 .   Conduct  a  semi -annual  meet ing  of  the  AHPC  to  eva luate  whether  HPP  goals ,

object i ves  and  s t rateg ies  are  being  met .  

3 .   Develop  a  program  of  survey  and  inventory ,  based  on  the  his tor ic  context  and

reconnaissance  leve l  work  of  the  HPP .  

 
Object ive  3B:    Col laborate  with  other  City  Departments  and Commiss ions  

1 .   In i t ia te  modi f icat ions  to  the  zoning  ord inance ,  with  the  Planning  and  Zoning

Department ,  to  inc lude  des ign  rev iew  to  the  l i s t  of  AHPC  respons ib i l i t ies  to  any

areas  governed  by  future  over lay  dis t r ic ts .  

2 .   Meet  with  Planning  and  Zoning  Department  and  other  departments  to  improve

procedures  in  the  Downtown  Histor ic  Dist r ic t  to  address  i s sues  such  as  enforcement

and  publ ic  outreach .  

3 .   Coord inate  with  in format ion  technology  personnel  to :  arch ive  reports ,  surveys

and  inventor ies ;  to  prov ide  easy  access  to  City  of  Nampa  departments ;  coord inate

with  Geographic  In format ion  Systems  and  other  in terna l  databases ;  as  wel l  as  

prov ide  a  porta l  to  the  publ ic  as  appropr iate .  

 
4 .   Ident i f y  a l l  c i ty - led  pro jects  that  may  have  a  nexus  with  his tor ic  resources

(such  as  the  City -owned  bui ld ing  at  9  12th  Ave  S )  and  cons ider  potent ia l  fo r

ass i s tance  through  grant  appl icat ions  or  educat iona l  opportuni t ies .

Object ive  3C:    Ensure  that  there  are  suff ic ient  resources  for  the AHPC to  fu l f i l l
their  dut ies

1 .   With  the  growth  of  both  the  Arts  and  Histor ic  Preservat ion  funct ions ,  eva luate

the  ef f icacy  of  a  jo int  commiss ion .  

2 .   When  new  his tor ic  dis t r ic ts  are  fo rmed ,  cons ider  adding  a  Histor ic  Preservat ion

Planner  pos i t ion  fo r  the  Planning  and  Zoning  Department .   This  ind iv idua l  could

take  on  the  ro le  of  s ta f f  to  the  AHPC  or  they  could  part ic ipate  jo int l y  with  the

Economic  Development  s ta f f  person .  

3 .   Mainta in  a  l i s t  of  ind iv idua ls  who  may  be  in terested  in  part ic ipat ing  in  AHPC

act iv i t ies  and  may  be  in terested  in  a  future  appointment .

4 .   Prepare  and  present  an  annual  report  of  AHPC  act iv i t ies  to  the  City  Counci l ,

a l igned  with  the  City  budget  cyc le .  

5 .   Request  annual  funding  to  ensure  that  bas ic  act iv i t ies  such  as  support  of

documentat ion  and  educat iona l  act iv i t ies  can  proceed  without  re ly ing  on  CLG

funding .
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PRESERVATION  GUIDE

C u l t i v a t e  p u b l i c  awa r e n e s s  a n d

p a r t n e r s h i p s

GOAL  FOUR

Loca l  preservat ion  ord inances /commiss ion  procedures

His tor ic  Dist r ic ts  and  how  they  work

His tor ic  des ignat ions  ( loca l  or  nat iona l )  and  what  that  means  to  you  

F inanc ia l  incent ives  fo r  preservat ion  (grants ,  loans ,  easements )

Federa l  his tor ic  preservat ion  l aws  and  programs

Lead  paint  remova l  and  sa fe  work  pract ices

Energy  ef f ic iency  and  weather izat ion  in  his tor ic  bui ld ings

Rehabi l i ta t ion  techniques  (windows ,  masonry ,  woodwork  etc . )

Object ive  4A:  Provide opportunit ies  to  increase publ ic ’s  understanding of
preservat ion,  part icular ly  for  h istor ic  property  owners  and c iv ic  leaders

1 .   Add  l inks  to  survey  reports ,  inventory  fo rms ,  i l lus t rated  des ign  guide l ines  and

brochures  to  the  AHPC  webs i te .  Dist r ibute  paper  copies  as  appropr iate  to  af fected

property  owners  and  bus inesses .

2 .   Create  and  disseminate  appropr iate  publ ic  in format ion ,  guide l ines  and  contact

in format ion  when  new  his tor ic  dis t r ic ts  are  ident i f ied  and  adopted .

3 .   Promote  the  ro le  of  the  AHPC  with in  the  community  by  attending  loca l  serv ice

organizat ion  meet ings ,  present ing  at  other  commiss ion  and  counci l  meet ings ,  host ing

a  booth  at  community  events  and  part ic ipat ing  in  his tor ic  neighborhood  events .

4 .   Engage  in  cont inued  annual  t ra in ing  fo r  AHPC  members  to  deepen

understanding  of  preservat ion  pract ices  (ut i l i ze  CLG  funding  and  SHPO  s ta f f ,  as

appropr iate ) .  

5 .   Develop  and  of fer  a  t ra in ing  program  fo r  c i t i zens  and  decis ion  makers .  

Potent ia l  top ics :  

Object ive  4B:  Create  and expand opportunit ies  for  col laborat ion among
Idaho partners ,  inc luding communit ies ,  organizat ions  and cultura l  groups

1 .   Become  an  organizat iona l  member  of  s tate  and  nat iona l  preservat ion

organizat ions .

2 .   Plan  to  meet  regular l y  with  Canyon  County  HPC  to  coord inate  act iv i t ies  (events ,

t ra in ings ,  etc . )  and  survey  and  documentat ion  ef for ts .

3 .   Part ic ipate  in  Idaho  State  Histor ica l  Soc iety  act iv i t ies  and  inv i te  SHPO  personnel

to  prov ide  t ra in ing  sess ions  on - l ine  or  in -person .

4 .   Share  Nampa  educat ion  and  t ra in ing  opportuni t ies  with  other  in terested

organizat ions .  

5 .   Seek  ass i s tance  f rom  partners  to  deve lop  and  disseminate  enhanced  technica l

ass i s tance  to  his tor ic  property  owners .  

6 .   Part ic ipate  in  advocacy  fo r  new  State  or  Federa l  preservat ion  leg i s la t ion  and

funding .

7 .   Engage  with  the  Col lege  of  Western  Idaho  to  determine  the  potent ia l  fo r  a

preservat ion  t rades  program  to  inc lude  masonry  and  carpentry .   Prov ide

opportuni t ies  fo r  job  t ra in ing  through  c i ty - in i t ia ted  pro jects  and  the  Main  Street

program .
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I M P L E M E N TAT I O N

Timeframe:
• Immediate (0 - 1 year)

• Short Term (1-3 years)

• Mid Term (4-7 years)

• Long Term (8-10 years)

• On-going (underway and/or continuous)

NOTE: parenthetical numbers at end of strategy

correspond with strategies as numbered and

presented in full in Chapter V (Goal.Objective.Strategy)

Responsible Entities/Partners:
• Arts & Historic Preservation Commission (AHPC)

• Canyon County Historic Preservation Commission (CCHPC)

• Nampa Main Street Staff (NMS)

• Nampa Economic Department Staff (NED)

• Nampa Planning & Zoning Department Staff (NPZ)

• Nampa GIS Staff (NGIS)

• Preservation Idaho (PI)

• Nampa City Council (CC)

• Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN  

Table 5.1 
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AP P E N D I X A : LAW S G O V E R N I N G

H I S T O R I C P R E S E R VAT I O N

There are many laws at both the Federal and State levels related to Historic Preservation and Archaeology. A

comprehensive listing of all of these laws, and their subsequent amendments and subsections, would many, many

pages. It is important for the purposes of carrying out this Plan, however, to have a basic understanding of some of

the most significant Federal and State laws. As such, this appendix provides some brief information on the most

important laws. Most information on each can be found on the National Park Service website (Federal laws) or on

the State of Idaho Legislature website (Idaho statutes).

FEDERAL LAWS

Antiquities Act, as amended (54 USC 320301-320303 and 18 USC 1866(b)): The Antiquities Act of 1906

was the first act in the United States to establish that archaeological site on public lands are important

public resources, and required that the Federal government take measures to protect

archaeological sites from looting and/or vandalism. 

Archaeological Resources Protection Act, as amended (16 USC 470aa-mm): This act was passed to provide

increased protections for public archaeological sites, and to increase the penalties which can be imposed for

violations. It was passed in order to address some of the short comings of the Antiquities Act, specifically in terms of

providing for effective enforcement and clear definitions. This law, along with the Antiquities Act, is the foundation

for archaeological protections on public and tribal lands, and includes provisions to help prevent the illegal

excavation, removal, and/or trafficking of archaeological resources.

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, as amended (25 USC 3001-3013): This act codified in

United States law that Native Americans, Indian Tribes, and Native Hawai’ians have rights related to the “treatment,

repatriation, and disposition of Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of

cultural patrimony.” It requires that Federal government and any museums receiving Federal funds disclose what

Native American, Tribal, and/or Native Hawai’ian cultural artifacts they have in their possession, and work with those

groups to attempt to reach an agreement for the repatriation of those artifacts. It also provides important

protections for Native American grave sites and requires consultation with Indian Tribes and Native Hawai’ian

organizations whenever archeological investigations encounter, or are expected to encounter, Native American

cultural items or when such items are unexpectedly discovered on Federal or tribal lands.

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 USC 300101 et seq.): This is the central law around which

nearly all historic preservation efforts in the United States take place. Originally passed in 1966, the National Historic

Preservation Act established the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), National Historic Landmarks (NHL)

program, the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO), and later the Certified Local Government (CLG) program). It

also includes important provisions such as the Section 106 and Section 110 processes.

IDAHO STATE LAWS

Idaho Code 18-7027: Prohibits the disturbance of prehistoric human burials, or the possession of human remains

or artifacts removed from a burial, unless the excavation is conducted by a qualified archaeologist with the prior

approval of the State Historical Society and the appropriate Indian tribe.

Idaho Code 27-501: Assigns responsibilities to the agency for consultation, determination of appropriate actions,

and providing for re-interment of human remains that have been

disturbed.

Idaho Code 33-39: Provides for the creation of an Idaho Archaeological Survey and designates the State

Archaeologist as director. 
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Idaho Code 67-41: States that the agency [Idaho State Historical Society] shall:

• Identify, preserve, and protect sites, monuments, and points of interest in Idaho of historic merit (67-4114)

• Protect archaeological and vertebrate paleontological sites and resources on public land (67-4119)

•Govern the agency and administer the powers and duties required to preserve and protect any historical record of

the history and culture of Idaho” (67-4123). Senate Bill 1011 (2009), passed by the Senate and House and signed into

law by the governor April 14, 2009, defines “historical record” as “any record, artifact, object, historical or

archaeological site or

structure, document, evidence or public or private writing pursuant to the provisions of title 9, Idaho Code, relevant

to the history of the state of Idaho.”

•Encourage and promote interest in the history of Idaho (67-4126 [2])

•Collect, preserve, and exhibit artifacts and information illustrative of Idaho history, culture and society. (67-4126 [3])

•Identify historic, architectural, archaeological, and cultural sites, buildings, or districts, and to coordinate activities of

local historic preservation commissions. (67-4126 [14])

Idaho Code 67-46: Gives authority to the agency to carry out the preservation and protection of the state’s historic,

archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage resources. This section of code also authorizes municipalities to

create historic preservation commissions, establish design review for historic districts, and carry out other historic

preservation efforts at the local level.

Idaho Code 67-65: The Idaho Local Planning Act of 1975 requires a local governments’ comprehensive plan must

include a component for “Special Areas or Sites.” There must be an analysis of areas, sites, or structures of historical,

archaeological, or architectural significance within the jurisdiction of the governing board.

APPENDIX  A :  LAWS  GOVERNING  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION
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AP P E N D I X B : P U B L I C I N V O L V E M E N T

R E S P O N S E S
The AHPC invited public comment and participation throughout the development of this plan, including two
public meetings and a survey that was distributed digitally and at community events. 

December 18, 2019 - Benefits of Historic Preservation, Brief History of Nampa, Important Themes and Sites

Stakeholders represented: City of Nampa staff from Mayor's Office, Planning and Zoning and Economic
Development Departments, City Council, Commissioners from Arts & Historic Preservation, Planning and Zoning
and Building Design Review, Canyon County Historical Society, Nampa citizens

After a presentation about the community and historic resources, the top six goals were selected (and amended) as

the most relevant for the AHPC and partners to focus on in the coming years:

1. Identify, strengthen and expand existing financial incentive programs, and develop new incentives and funding

sources particularly for key sites.

2. Encourage historic preservation as an economic development tool (community revitalization, heritage tourism,

Main Street etc.) and ensure that sites are protected and maintain their historic integrity. 

3. Survey and identify historic properties and create a Nampa Register of Historic Places to recognize and protect

our local landmarks.

4. Strengthen the role of historic preservation in local planning and community revitalization through enhanced

communication and use of local designations.

5. Provide range of training and programs to increase understanding of historic preservation for the general public,

as well as historic property owners and civic leaders

6. Support and enhance the efforts of the Main Street program and protection of historic commercial buildings in

and around the downtown.

Alternate: Create and expand opportunities for collaboration among Idaho communities, organizations and cultural

groups

OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED: There was general agreement that AHPC should have more authority in the design

review process and that many historic sites exist that have not been studied or determined significant. Participants

expressed concern about the maintenance of historic buildings that some structures will be lost to neglect. There

was also conversation about a need for training of craftspeople to support work on historic buildings. 

K E Y S I T E s I D E N T I F I E D B Y T H E C O M M U N I T Y

The list of sites belowwere identified in the survey and mentioned during both public meetings as

community assets that should be documented and protected.

Train Depot

Downtown

Commercial Core

The Pix Theater

KFXD Building

Sandstone Building

Hasbrouck House

Old Water Tower

Washington Federal

Bank

Train Tower

School Buildings

Historic Library Building

Church of the Brethren
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APPENDIX  B :  PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT  RESPONSES

February 10, 2020 - Overview of Preservation Programs and Tools

Stakeholders represented: City of Nampa staff from Planning and Zoning and Economic Development
Departments, Commissioners from Arts & Historic Preservation, Planning and Zoning and Building Design
Review, Canyon County Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office,  Nampa citizens

After a presentation about the current preservation program as well as additional programs and resources, the

group identified the following priorities:

A. Encourage historic preservation as an economic development tool (community revitalization, heritage tourism,

Main Street etc.) and ensure that sites are protected and maintain their historic integrity.

B. Strengthen the role of historic preservation in local planning and community revitalization through enhanced

communication and use of local designations.

C. Support and enhance the efforts of the Main Street program and protection of historic commercial buildings in

and around the downtown.

D. Survey and identify historic properties and create a Nampa Register of Historic Places to recognize and protect

our local landmarks.

E. Identify, strengthen and expand existing financial incentive programs, and develop new incentives and funding

sources particularly for key sites.

F. Provide range of training and programs to increase public’s understanding of preservation, particularly historic

property owners and civic leaders.

G. Create and expand opportunities for collaboration among Idaho communities, organizations and cultural groups.

Community Preservation Survey - November 15 - January 20

A brief survey was distributed to the community in both digital and paper formats over social media and in high
traffic places like the Library and at holiday events. Answers are summarized below.

Question 1: Describe Yourself

,

Citizen Interested in Preservation
66.7%

Member of Arts/Preservation Org
14.3%

Government Employee
7.1%

Elected Official 
7.1%

Volunteer of an Arts/Preservation Org
4.8%

iv



CITY  OF  NAMPA  -  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  PLAN  

APPENDIX  B :  PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT  RESPONSES

Community Preservation Survey - November 15 - January 20

Question 2:  How important of each of the aspects listed below to you as they relate to preserving Nampa's
Heritage? 

,

0 10 20 30

Creates opportunities for teaching history and culture 

Creates opportunities for econonomic development 

Demonstrates respect for ancestors and culture 

Retains Community Character 

Supports Livable community/Quality of Life 

Reduces sprawl/protects farmland & open spaces 

Leaves a legacy for future generations to enjoy 

Question 3:  In Nampa, which types of structure or historic sites do you believe are the most vunerable or
threatened? 

,

0 10 20 30

Churches & Religious buildings 

Downtown and other commerical areas 

Neighborhoods 

Recreational spaces 

Rural Lansdscapes 

Theaters 

Transportation related resources 

Schools 
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AP P E N D I X C : P r e s e r v a t i o n

I N C E N T I V E S

Preserving historic resources requires dedication and skill as well as financial resources.  Old buildings and sites,

unless extremely well cared for over the decades, will require attention for repairs, replacements and, in some cases,

full rehabilitation to introduce new uses or simply provide modern conveniences.

As stated in the City of Nampa Historic Preservation Plan (Nampa, 2008), there are intangible incentives that

encourage preservation of our historic resources:

“Creating a sense of pride in ownership of an historic property is an essential aspect of embracing historic

preservation concepts and goals.  Instilling the owner with the knowledge that their property holds significance

within the larger realm of the community, county and or state leads to a greater appreciation by others in this quest

for heritage preservation.”

However, there are also financial programs that have proven to offer enough return to owners and developers, to

make more substantial projects possible.  These programs vary in scope and eligibility and they may change over

time.  At this writing the following grants, loans and tax incentives are available:

GRANTS:

The City of Nampa Historic Façade Rehabilitation Matching Grant Program applies to downtown commercial

properties in the historic district. This program offers the owner of an historic building within the Historic

Subdistrict the opportunity to qualify for up to 50% matching funds from theCity for façade restoration.  There is a

$30,000 limit on this incentive.  Therefore, a $60,000 façade rehabilitation project would qualify for 50% funding by

the City (and the owner would be responsible for expenses over the $60,000 total. 

Idaho State Historical Society administers the Certified Local Government program that provides funding to local

commissions that participate in the program.  Participants have access to a pool of matching grant funds set aside

for preservation projects.  (Nampa regularly applies for these funds for planning, training and survey).  The Idaho

State Historical Society also provides annual community enhancement grants to assist organizations “in preserving

and interpreting community history.” These monies support groups with programs, interpretation and heritage

tourism. (see ISHS website on this grant)

Idaho Heritage Trust provides an annual matching grant for historic preservation projects across the state to

preserve “the historic fabric of Idaho, which means the Trustees prefer to award funds to projects that will result in

the preservation of buildings and artifacts.”  The work funded by the Trust must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings, or in the case of archaeological sites or collections, the applicable

standards in the field. 

National Trust for Historic Preservation has a number of matching grants including the Preservation Fund

(typically $5,000 or less and awarded 3 times a year) for preservation planning. They also offer grants for

organizational sustainability (the Brink and Moe funds) and for more substantial planning and “bricks and mortar”

projects (Favrot and Mitchell funds). 

LOANS:

The Kevin and Mary Daniels Fund is a revolving loan and grant fund provided in partnership through the National

Main Street Center, the City of Nampa, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the National

Trust Community Investment Corporation. The fund provides zero interest loans to business and building owners, in

the Nampa Downtown Historic District, to support façade improvements on buildings and storefronts,,

placemaking and community transformation projects. The repayment period for all loans is 36 months. Façade

improvement and community transformation project applicants are required to provide a 50% match.
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TAX CREDITS INCENTIVES:

The Federal Historic Tax Preservation Incentives Program, also known as the Federal Historic Tax Credit (HTC),

provides a 20 percent federal tax credit to property owners who undertake a substantial rehabilitation of their

National Register listed or National Register eligible building.  The credit is administered by the National Park

Service and the Idaho SHPO and is limited to commercial or other income producing properties. The rehabilitation

efforts must be undertaken in accordance with the Secretary of Interior Standards and the amount of tax credits is

calculated based on qualified rehabilitation expenditures at the end of the project.  More information is available

on the National Park Service website.

Some historic building rehabilitation projects which incorporate a significant low-income housing component, also

apply for Low Income Housing Tax Credits (administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development). The credit can be directed to historic rehabilitation and is often paired with the HTC. 

At present there is no State HTC, but Preservation Idaho is working with ISHS to present state legislation that would

enable a credit like the Federal HTC, while addressing specific needs and interests of Idaho communities.

OTHER TAX INCENTIVES:

Charitable contributions of partial interest in a historic property, typically through a preservation easement to

include façade easements, may be eligible for income and estate tax deductions under Federal tax provisions. 

These provisions apply to certified historic structures and must meet specific previsions regarding the nature and

extent of acceptable modifications and the agreement between the donor and the receiving organization. More

information on this may be found at the National Park Service website.

OTHER PROGRAMS:

National Main Street offers grants to communities within the Main Street network, as targeted funds become

available.  The Idaho Main Street program also encourages Main Street communities to coordinate with them on

possible grants, loans and other funding options.

Transportation Alternative Program is a program that federally funds community-based projects that, among

other things, improve the cultural, historic, and environmental aspects of our transportation infrastructure. TA

authorizes funding for programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including: on- and off-road

pedestrian and bicycle facilities; infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and

enhanced mobility; community improvement activities such as historic preservation and vegetation management;

environmental mitigation related to storm water and habitat connectivity; recreational trail projects; safe routes to

school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the

right-of-way of former divided highways.
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