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Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073753-D.
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Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073757-D.
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hasta finales de la década de 1940. La familia Toyooka—Jim, Fran, Janet y Ronald— se fotografiaron
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Figura 3-16. Janet y Ronald Toyooka en el campamento de Twin Falls, 1946-1947. Fran Toyooka.

Figura 3-17. Las pequefas casas del campamento de Caldwell, fotografiadas en 1941, eran similares en
estilo a las del campamento de Twin Falls. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-
OWI Collection, LC-USF33-013032-M4.
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Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF33-013043-M3.
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FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073767-D.

Figura 3-21. El fotografo de la FSA Russell Lee documento el campamento de Wilder en 1941 y el
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como Blackfoot, Jerome, Rexburg y Paul. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-
OWI Collection, LC-USF34-039038-D.

Figura 3-22. El campamento movil en Shelley albergo a trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses en 1942 y
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Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073778-D.
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Falls Times-News, July 18, 1947.
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Figura 4-5. El mapa topografico del campamento de 1979 refleja incorrectamente la remocion del
edificio. USGS Twin Falls Quadrangle Maps, 1979.

Figura 4-6. Nifos escribiendo el horario del Magic Valley Bookmobile, que visitd el campamento
semanalmente, en 1971. Idaho Statesman, July 12, 1971.

Figura 5-1. Mejoras paisajisticas en El Milagro, ca. 2018. Community Council of Idaho, 2018 Annual
Report.

Figuras 5-2-5-5. Fotografias aéreas del Conjunto Habitacional El Milagro de 1992 (arriba a la izquierda),
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2020.

Figura 5-6. Josefina Valenzuela, haciendo tortillas en su cocina de El Milagro. Andy Sawyer, The Times-
News, September 1, 1996.

Figura 5-7. El ex labrador Antonio Ortega en el jardin de su casa en El Milagro. Andy Sawyer, The Times-
News, September 1, 1996.

Figura 5-8. Después de quedarse sin hogar inesperadamente, esta familia, fotografiada en 2016, vivio en
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News, June 29, 2018.
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Report.

Figura 6-1. Utah-ldaho Sugar Company, junto con otras compahnias azucareras, publicaron anuncios de
reclutamiento en los periodicos de los campamentos. Esto fue impreso en una edicién de marzo de
1943 del Minidoka Irrigator. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC, Record
Group 210.
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National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC, Record Group 210.
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Estadounidenses de origen Japonés para la mano de obra de remolacha azucarera que tanto
necesitaba en la década de 1940. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI
Collection, LC-USF34-073755-D.

Figura 6-4. Un obrero Japonés-Estadounidense fotografiado en el campamento de Twin Falls en julio de
1942. Representantes de la Amalgamated Sugar Company comenzaron a reclutar Japoneses-
Estadounidenses para el campamento de Twin Falls en el centro de reunion temporal en Sacramento,
California, en mayo de 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection,
LC-USF34-073759-D.

Figura 6-5. Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés que vivian en el campamento de Twin Falls trabajaban
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no identificados fueron fotografiados en julio de 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073809-E.

Figura 6-6. Japonés Estadounidense no identificado que vivia en el campamento de Twin Falls en 1942.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073811-E.

Figura 6-7. Gran parte del trabajo agricola era un trabajo pesado, con los Estadounidenses de origen
Japonés inclinados en los campos raleando remolacha azucarera o cosechando papas. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073812-E.

Figura 7-1. Bracero cosechando papas en Oregon. Oregon State University Special Collections and
Archives, P120:2734.
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1957. Idaho State Historical Society, 76-102.65a.
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Figure 3-7. A Japanese American camp resident on his way to the showers, 1942. Note the push-out
shutters on the back of a row shelter. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI
Collection, LC-USF34-073769-D.
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in the camp. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-
073753-D.

Figure 3-13. Residents of the Twin Falls camp washing dishes, 1942. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073757-D.

Figure 3-14. James Kazuo and Toshiko Tanaka with their dog Blackie, circa 1947. The building behind
them was their two-bedroom house in the Twin Falls camp. The window on the left was James’s
bedroom. Japanese American National Museum, 2001.179.7.

Figure 3-15. Some Japanese American families lived in the Twin Falls camp until the late 1940s. The
Toyooka Family—Jim, Fran, Janet, and Ronald—pictured outside their house at the camp during the
winter of 1946-1947. Fran Toyooka.

Figure 3-16. Janet and Ronald Toyooka at Twin Falls camp, 1946-1947. Fran Toyooka.

Figure 3-17. The small houses at the Caldwell camp, photographed in 1941, were similar in style to those
at the Twin Falls camp. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-
USF33-013032-M4.

Figure 3-18. The barracks-style buildings at the Caldwell camp, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF33-013043-M3.

Figure 3-19. The barracks-style buildings at the Caldwell camp, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-039194-D.
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those at the Caldwell camp. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection,
LC-USF34-073767-D.

Figure 3-21. FSA photographer Russell Lee documented the Wilder camp in 1941 and the Shelley camp in
1942. He did not photograph some of the other mobile camps in Idaho, such as Blackfoot, Jerome,
Rexburg, and Paul. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-
USF34-039038-D.

Figure 3-22. The mobile camp in Shelley housed Japanese American laborers in 1942 and 1943. By 1944, it
primarily housed Mexican laborers through the Bracero Program. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073778-D.

Figure 4-1. Excerpt from the Twin Falls Times-News detailing planned closure of the camp in 1947. Twin
Falls Times-News, July 18, 1947.
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Figure 4-5. Topographical map of the camp from 1979, incorrectly reflects building removal. USGS Twin
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Figure 4-6. Children writing the schedule of the Magic Valley Bookmobile, which visited the camp weekly,
in 1971. Idaho Statesman, July 12, 1971.

Figure 5-1. Landscape improvements at El Milagro, ca. 2018. Community Council of Idaho, 2018 Annual
Report.
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Figures 5-2-5-5. Aerial photographs of El Milagro Housing Complex from 1992 (upper left), 2003 (upper
right), 2011 (lower left), and 2016 (lower right). Google Earth Pro 2020.

Figure 5-6. Josefina Valenzuela, making tortillas in her kitchen at El Milagro. Andy Sawyer, The Times-
News, September 1, 1996.

Figure 5-7. Former farm laborer Antonio Ortega in his garden at his house in El Milagro. Andy Sawyer, The
Times-News, September 1, 1996.

Figure 5-8. After becoming homeless unexpectedly, this family, photographed in 2016, lived at El Milagro
for nearly six years and were then able to purchase a home nearby. Drew Nash, Twin Falls Times-
News, June 29, 2018.

Figure 5-9. A resident of El Milagro in their kitchen in 2018. Community Council of Idaho, 2018 Annual
Report.

Figure 6-1. The Utah-ldaho Sugar Company, along with other sugar companies, published recruitments ads
in camp newspapers. This was printed in a March 1943 issue of the Minidoka Irrigator. National
Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC, Record Group 210.

Figure 6-2. An Amalgamated Sugar Company recruitment ad in a May 1943 issue of the Minidoka Irrigator
specifically highlighted housing at the Twin Falls camp. National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington DC, Record Group 210.

Figure 6-3. Japanese American laborers at the Twin Falls camp made curtains out of empty sugar sacks
from Amalgamated Sugar Company. The company heavily recruited Japanese Americans for much
needed sugar beet labor in the 1940s. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI
Collection, LC-USF34-073755-D.

Figure 6-4. A Japanese American laborer photographed at the Twin Falls camp in July 1942.
Representatives from the Amalgamated Sugar Company began recruiting Japanese Americans for the
Twin Falls camp at the temporary assembly center in Sacramento, California in May 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073759-D.

Figure 6-5. Japanese Americans who lived at the Twin Falls camp mainly worked with such crops as sugar
beets, potatoes, and onions. These unidentified workers were photographed in July 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073809-E.

Figure 6-6. Unidentified Japanese American who lived at the Twin Falls camp in 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073811-E.

Figure 6-7. Much of the agricultural labor was stoop work, with Japanese Americans bent over in fields
thinning sugar beets or harvesting potatoes. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-
OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073812-E.

Figure 7-1. Bracero harvesting potatoes in Oregon. Oregon State University Special Collections and
Archives, P120:2734.

Figure 7-2. Migrant workers in Twin Falls organized a migrant workers fiesta in 1957. Idaho State
Historical Society, 76-102.65a.

Figure 7-3. Children of migrant workers in Twin Falls at preschool in 2015. Clark Corbin, Idaho Ed News.

Figure 8-1. Established in 1980, the College of Southern Idaho’s Refugee Center offers many programs to
assist newly arrived refugees in Twin Falls. Pat Sutphin, Times-News, July 2017.
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Cronologia

1939: Farm Security Administration (FSA) construye el campamento aproximadamente a dos
millas al sur de Twin Falls.'

1940: El campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls abre en abril 2

1942: Los primeros trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses llegan al campo en junio; los primeros
trabajadores Mexicanos llegan al campamento ese mismo afio.’

1943:  War Food Administration supera la administraciéon de todos los campos de trabajo de la
FSA.*

1947: La Asociacién Patrocinadora de Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de Twin Falls adquiere
el campamento.’

1988: Idaho Migrant Council, Inc. (ahora Community Council of Idaho), compra el campamento.’
1990: El nombre del campamento cambia a El Milagro.”

2018: El Community Council of Idaho obtiene fondos para comenzar una nueva construccion en
El Milagro.8

! Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “T'win Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-15919, Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, revised 2019, 4.

2 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4.

3 “Beet Workers to Go to Idaho,” Walerga Wasp, May 30, 1942; Data and Observations on Specific Farm Labor Sites:
May 30, 1943, in Burley; Folder: 201.3 Idaho; Box 24: Intermountain Area, Salt Lake City, UT 001 to 203.8; Entry 47:
Field Records; Records of Regional and Field Assistant Director’s Offices, San Francisco: Subject-Classified General
Files, 1943—1946; Record Group 210: War Relocation Authority; National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington DC.

4 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

5> Bauer and Jacox, “T'win Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

¢ Phil Sahm, “The Other Side of Town,” Times-News (Twin Falls), September 13, 1992.

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspapet/publication/TN; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

7 Letter from Jane Rodriquez, Idaho Migrant Council, Inc., to Thomas Green, Idaho State Historic Preservation Office,
August 21, 1990.

8 Community Council of Idaho, “2018 Annual Report” (Caldwell: Community Council of Idaho, 2018),
https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2018-Annual-Report-Final.pdf.
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1. Historia Temprana de Idaho y el
Desarrollo de Twin Falls

Pueblos Indigenas

Twin Falls, Idaho, se encuentra en las tierras tradicionales de los pueblos Shoshone-Bannock y
Shoshone-Paiute. Desde tiempos inmemoriales, las personas de lo que ahora son las tribus
Shoshone-Bannock han vivido en el area que abarca partes de lo que hoy es Idaho, Oregon,
Montana, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming y Canada. LLos modernos Shoshone-Paiute, que comprenden
miembros de los indios Western Shoshone, Northern y Malheur Paiute, han vivido de manera
similar en 4reas de los actuales Idaho, Nevada y Oregon desde tiempos inmemoriales. ’

El gobierno de los Estados Unidos obligd a estos grupos indigenas a hacer reservas para que sus
tierras pudieran ser ocupadas por muchos blancos y euroamericanos que querfan mudarse al oeste.
Los Shoshones y Bannock estaban confinados en ese momento a la Reserva India de Fort Hall en
1867 y los Shoshone-Paiute a la Reserva India de Duck Valley en 1877."

Asentamiento no Indigena de la Region

Los blancos viajaron por primera vez por el sur de Idaho a principios del siglo XIX, explorando
oportunidades para el comercio de pieles y, mas tarde, la minerfa. Los reasentados blancos
comenzaron a llegar en mayor nimero a la regiéon de Twin Falls, mas tarde conocida como el Valle
Magico, a mediados del siglo XIX. "' .a mayoria lleg6 a través del sendero Oregon-California, que
atraveso el sur de Idaho, siguiendo cerca del rio Snake. Aproximadamente 500,000 personas viajaron
hacia el oeste en la ruta de 2,000 millas desde Missouri a Oregon y California en 1870, siguiendo
muchos senderos indigenas. Estos viajeros formaban parte del movimiento Estadounidense de
colonialismo de colonos, que migraban hacia el oeste para encontrar nuevas oportunidades y
reclamar tierras ya ocupadas por pueblos indigenas. *

9 Shoshone-Bannock Ttibes, “Culture and History,” accessed December 2, 2020, http:/ /www2.sbtribes.com/about/;
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation, “Our History,” accessed December 2, 2020,

https:/ /www.shopaittibes.org/spculture/, accessed December 4, 2020; Smithsonian Magazine, “Idaho — History and
Heritage,” accessed December 4, 2020, https:/ /www.smithsonianmag.com/ travel/idaho-history-and-heritage-
177411856/

10 Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, “Culture and History”; Shoshone-Paiute Ttibes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation,
“Our History”; Smithsonian Magazine, “Idaho — History and Heritage.”.

1" The Magic Valley comprises Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka, and Twin Falls Counties.

12 Eugene S. Hunn, E. Thomas Morning Owl, Phillip E. Cash Cash, and Jennifer Karson Engum, Caw Paw Idakni —
They Are Not Forgotten: Sabaptian Place Names Atlas of the Cayuse, Umatilla, and Walla Walla (Pendleton, OR: Tamastslikt
Cultural Institution, 2015); Jackie Gonzales and Motgen Young, Overlanders in the Columbia River Gorge, 1840—1870: A
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La ruta principal del sur de Oregon Trail en Idaho pasé por lo que se convirtié en Twin Falls. Si
bien muchos de los miles de habitantes de la isla continuaron hacia destinos en Oregén y California,
otros se quedaron o regresaron para establecerse en la region de Twin Falls. Mas personas también
llegaron al territorio de Idaho después de que se encontré oro en el norte de Idaho en 1860. Para
1870, los buscadores tenfan pequefias operaciones en busca de oro a lo largo del rio Snake en el area
de Twin Falls. Los colonos se sintieron atraidos por la tierra gratuita disponible a través de
concesiones de tierras del gobierno de EE. UU. sin embargo, el paisaje arido en el area de Twin Falls
retraso el asentamiento en grandes cantidades hasta que los proyectos de irrigacién cambiaron el
paisaje a principios del siglo XX. Entre 1900 y 1910, la gente organizé y planificé las comunidades
de Buhl, Filer, Hansen, Hollister y Twin Falls, y estableci6 el condado de Twin Falls.

A medida que la industria agricola se fue consolidando, las comunidades del Valle Magico
continuaron creciendo. Los registros del censo de poblacién a lo largo del tiempo no son precisos
para esta area porque a menudo no se contabilizan los trabajadores estacionales. Para 1990, la
poblacion del condado de Twin Falls era mas de 53,792 y la ciudad de Twin Falls mas de 28,204. Ese
numero ha aumentado con el tiempo, con 86,878 en todo el condado y 50,197 en la ciudad en
2019."

Desarrollo Econdmico de la Regidon

El crecimiento de la poblacién en el area de T'win Falls vino de la mano con el desarrollo
econémico. Si bien el desarrollo de la mineria y la madera prevalecia en otras areas de Idaho, estas
industrias no eran dominantes en Magic Valley. La cria de ganado y ovejas proporciond ingresos
para algunos, ya que los ganaderos conducian rebafios por el area y establecfan ranchos cerca de
Twin Falls.”

La industria agricola se convirtié en el motor econémico dominante de la regién. Como muchas
areas aridas, el desarrollo de la agricultura regional se debi6 en gran parte a los esfuerzos de
recuperacion a principios del siglo XX. Antes de esto, algunos agricultores regionales tenfan éxito en
la agricultura en el Snake River Canyon y sus alrededores, pero el agua no era confiable. Mucho
cambi6 luego de la aprobacion federal de la Ley Carey de 1894, en la que el gobierno proporciond
tierras gratis a los colonos en areas aridas después de que inversionistas privados construyeron la
infraestructura necesaria para aprovechar el agua. Twin Falls Land and Water Company se formé en
1900 para construir la presa Milner y el sistema de canales, transformando el paisaje. La presa y los

Narrative History National Park Service (NPS) National Trails, 2020) 25,

https:/ /www.nps.gov/oreg/learn/histotryculture/upload/HRA_Columbia_River_Narrative_History_Final 200917-
reduced-size.pdf.

13 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, “Historic Agticultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” Multiple
Property Documentation Form (Idaho State Historical Society, 2020) 7—8, 17; National Park Service, Oregon National
Historic Trail Topographical Map, accessed December 4, 2020, https:/ /www.nps.gov/oreg/ planyoutvisit/maps.htm.
14 United States Census Bureau, “Quick Facts, United States,” accessed December 4, 2020,

https:/ /www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219.

15 Bauer and Jacox, “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 8-9.
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canales se abrieron en 1905, y el area conocida como el tramo de riego Twin Falls Southside pronto

16

estuvo disponible para un suministro de agua confiable.® Con suelo cultivable e infraestructura

ferroviaria para enviar mercancias, la industria agricola tenfa una base solida.

Los cultivos locales y los métodos agricolas evolucionaron con el tiempo. Los cultivos exitosos
en el area de Twin Falls incluyeron frutas, verduras y granos. Entre estos, prevalecieron las papas, la
remolacha azucarera, los frijoles y el maiz, siendo las papas y la remolacha azucarera los cultivos
dominantes. Los métodos agricolas evolucionaron desde caballos y herramientas manuales para
plantar y cosechar manualmente, hasta equipos mecanizados, incluidas las trilladoras accionadas por

vapor.'’

Mantener alta la produccion agricola requeria mas mano de obra de la que estaba disponible. Los
Mexicanos, parte de la fuerza laboral de Idaho desde fines del siglo XIX, luego de llegar al norte para
comerciar y atrapar animales, y luego trabajar en campos y ferrocarriles, fueron reclutados por
grandes operaciones agricolas. (Consulte el Capitulo 7 para obtener mas informacién sobre la
poblacién Latina'® en Idaho). La industria agticola prosperé durante la Primera Guerra Mundial con
la ayuda de los trabajadores Mexicanos, se redujo en la década de 1920 y luego volvib a crecer en la
década de 1930 después de la llegada de los trabajadores agricolas de los estados de Dust Bowl en el
irea de T'win Falls."”

La demanda de un numero adecuado de trabajadores agricolas para satisfacer las necesidades de
la industria fue una parte constante de los primeros afios del desarrollo de Twin Falls y continda en
el siglo XXI.

16 Paul Smith, “The History of Twin Falls,” accessed December 2, 2020,

https:/ /www.tfid.otg/Search?searchPhrase=history.

17 Bauer and Jacox “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 18—19.

18 This context uses the term Latino rather than Latinx, following current practice of the Community Council of Idaho.
Modern historical scholarship often uses the term Latinx in reference to people who live in the United States and have
ancestral and cultural ties to Latin America. Latinx is an inclusive and gender-neutral term that replaces Latino and
Latina.

19 Bauer and Jacox “Historic Agticultural Resoutces of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 19-20; Nicole Foy, “’“We do not like
the Mexican.” Racist chapter of Idaho history revealed by new research,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), December 20, 2019,
www.newsbank.com; Cydney McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history,” Idaho State Journal
(Pocatello), August 15, 2015.
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Figura 1-1. Una pala de vapor excava el canal del lado norte de la presa Milner, CA.
1906. Twin Falls Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, PC-2084.

¥,
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Figura 1-2. Equipo de caballos dibujados a mano limpia el pincel de salvia, ca. 1910
Twin Falls Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 172.
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Figura 1-3. Trabajadores cerca de Twin Falls Livery and Feed Barn, ca. 1910. Twin Falls
Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 1910.

Figura 1-4. Twin Falls City Park, la escuela secundaria y el palacio de justicia del
condado, 1912. Twin Falls Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 1033.
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Figura 1-5. The Idaho Department Store, T'win Falls, ca. 1910. Twin Falls Public Library,

Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, GB52.

e e RS o

Figura 1-6. Almacenes agricolas en Twin Falls, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-038938-D.
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2. Administracion de Seguridad Agricola

Descripcidon General de Farm Security Administration

Administracion de Reasentamiento

Creada por orden ejecutiva en abril de 1935, la Administracion de Reasentamiento (RA) fue uno
de los muchos programas del New Deal establecidos para combatir la Gran Depresion. Existio
como una agencia independiente fuera de cualquier departamento federal y se centrd en la asistencia
a los agricultores pobres afectados por la Depresion. Entre sus cargos estaba la concesion de
préstamos a bajo interés a los agricultores para que pudieran comprar mejores tierras, restaurar la
productividad de las tierras agricolas mediante la reconstruccion del suelo y otros proyectos de
conversacion, y supervisar una variedad de programas de reasentamiento. Esto dltimo incluy6 el
traslado de trabajadores urbanos a comunidades rurales, el establecimiento de granjas comunales
para familias rurales desplazadas y la construcciéon de campamentos para trabajadores agricolas
migrantes del Medio Oeste y el Sur de Estados Unidos.”

Muchos de los programas de reasentamiento de la RA fueron denunciados por los
conservadores como experimentos socialistas. Para contrarrestar esa oposicion, el director de la RA,
Rexford Tugwell, creé la Division de Informacién en julio de 1935 para dar a conocer la necesidad
de los programas de la agencia y sus éxitos. La Seccién Historica, dentro de la Division de
Informacion, consistié en un programa de fotografia documental, dirigido por Roy Stryker y con
numerosos fotégrafos.”

Administracion de Seguridad Agricola

Enfrentando continuos ataques de los conservadores por su supuesta ideologfa izquierdista,
Tugwell renuncié en noviembre de 1936. La RA fue absorbida por el Departamento de Agricultura
de Estados Unidos al afio siguiente y rebautizada como Farm Security Administration (FSA). La
FSA continué muchos de los esfuerzos de la RA, ademas de iniciar nuevas iniciativas, como trabajar
con los deudores de los agricultores para prevenir ejecuciones hipotecarias de granjas y viviendas,
introducir programas de atenciéon médica en las regiones rurales y brindar educacién sobre nutricion
e higiene a los trabajadores. Los programas tuvieron éxito, y un estudio estimé que entre 1937 y

20°F. Jack Hutley, Portrait of a Decade: Roy Stryker and the Development of Documentary Photography in the Thirties (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1972), 30, 32, 34; ““The FSA-OWIL,” Photogrammar, accessed October 26, 2020,
http://photogrammat.yale.edu/about/fsa_owi/.

2! Nicholas Natanson, The Black Image in the New Deal: The Politics of FS.A Photography (Knoxville: The University of
Tennessee Press, 1992), 58.

El Milagro: Un Contexto Historico/A Historic Context | 11



1941, las familias de agricultores que participaron en actividades patrocinadas por la FSA vieron
aumentar sus ingresos en un 69 por ciento. >

La FSA continué el programa de campo de trabajo migratorio creado por su predecesor. Bajo la
RA, el programa habfa comenzado a proporcionar viviendas de emergencia a personas y familias
desplazadas por tormentas de polvo en el Medio Oeste durante las décadas de 1920 y 1930. Muchos
eran arrendatarios, aparceros y jornaleros. La FSA construy6 y mantuvo dos tipos principales de
campamentos: campamentos permanentes durante todo el afio y campamentos moviles de tiendas
de campana. Ambos tipos de campamentos proporcionaron alojamiento, atencion médica,
oportunidades educativas para nifios y adultos y actividades recreativas comunitarias. Para 1940, la
FSA habia construido treinta y siete campos de trabajo permanentes, incluido uno en Twin Falls. En
conjunto, estos campamentos albergaron a 35.000 personas, aproximadamente 7.500 familias. La
FSA construyé campamentos permanentes en areas con altas tasas de empleo agricola. Cada
campamento podria albergar a cientos de personas. Los trabajadores de estos campamentos residian
en edificios de estilo cuartel, divididos en apartamentos o casas pequefias. LLos campamentos
permanentes contaban con instalaciones para la atencion de la salud, la educacion, la recreacion, la
lavanderfa, las duchas y los bafios. LLa FSA también operaba campamentos méviles. También
conocidos como campamentos sobre ruedas, sus ubicaciones cambiaban segun el lugar donde se
necesitaba trabajo agricola. Los trabajadores vivian en tiendas de campafia de lona, montadas sobre
plataformas de madera individuales. Los remolques construidos especialmente proporcionaron
energfa y agua a los campamentos moviles. Cada campamento también tenfa una lavanderfa, duchas,
bafios, una enfermerfa, una carpa comunitaria para recreacion y servicios religiosos y, a menudo, un
economato. Algunos campamentos, permanentes o moéviles, podrian albergar a mas de 1.000

personas.”

Otro programa que continu6 desde la RA hasta la FSA fue la Seccién Historica. Si bien
inicialmente fue pensado como un esfuerzo menor por parte de la RA, se convirtio en la actividad
mas impactante de la FSA. Cuando fue nombrado director de seccién por primera vez, Stryker
ordend a los fotégrafos del programa que documentaran solo la vida rural, como agricultores,
trabajadores, tierras, cultivos y maquinaria. Estas imagenes estaban destinadas a llamar la atencion
sobre aquellas personas que necesitan ayuda de la agencia y documentar los logros de la agencia en la
rehabilitacion y el reasentamiento rural. Pero a los pocos afos, tanto Stryker como su personal se
interesaron en fotografiar todos los aspectos de la vida Estadounidense. Apareciendo en revistas
populares y otras publicaciones, las fotografias de la Secciéon Histérica ayudaron a crear la imagen de
la Gran Depresion en los Estados Unidos. En septiembre de 1942, el programa de fotografia se
transfirié a la Oficina de Informacién de Guerra, y Stryker y el personal se convirtieron en parte de
esfuerzos mas amplios de propaganda en tiempos de guerra. Entre 1935 y 1944, el programa de

22 Linda Gotdon, Dorothea Lange: A Life Beyond Limits New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2009), 195; “History of
USDA’s Farm Service Agency,” United States Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency website, accessed
October 23, 2020, https://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/history-and-mission/agency-histoty.

23 Gotdon, Dorothea Lange, 195; Louis Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading: Japanese Americans and Beet Sugar in
Wortld War 11, Pacific Northwest Quarterly 90, no. 3 (Summer 1999): 133.
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fotografia produjo aproximadamente 175.000 negativos de pelicula en blanco y negro y 1.600
fotografias en color.”

Rol en Evolucion

El inicio de la Segunda Guerra Mundial provoc6 cambios en la FSA. La agencia jugd un papel
importante en el traslado forzoso y el encarcelamiento de Estadounidenses de origen Japonés.
Cuando el gobierno federal comenz6 la expulsion masiva de 110.000 personas de ascendencia
japonesa de la costa oeste en marzo de 1942, 1a FSA trabajo para garantizar que la produccion
agricola continuara en California, Oregon, Washington y Arizona. El personal de la FSA supervisé la
compra o el alquiler de granjas operadas por Japoneses Estadounidenses por parte de operadores
principalmente blancos. Casi la mitad de la poblacion trabajadora Estadounidense de origen Japonés
desplazada por la fuerza se habia dedicado a la agricultura.”

La expulsion forzosa contribuyé a empeorar la escasez de mano de obra agricola en los Estados
Unidos. Gran parte de la mano de obra agricola de 1941 se habia marchado para trabajar en la
industria o en el servicio militar durante la guerra. Los lideres de la industria de la remolacha
azucarera en los estados occidentales dirigieron demandas al gobierno federal de fuentes de mano de
obra de reemplazo. Al comienzo de la guerra, el azticar fue reconocido como un producto basico.
Ademas del uso alimentario, la remolacha azucarera se convirtié en alcohol industrial y se utilizé en
la fabricacién de municiones y caucho sintético. Debido a la guerra con Japén, Estados Unidos ya
no importaba azucar de Filipinas o Java, ya que ambos estaban ahora bajo ocupacién japonesa. En
respuesta, los agricultores Estadounidenses aumentaron su superficie de remolacha azucarera en un
25 por ciento. En la primavera de 1942, se necesitaban miles de trabajadores para cultivar la cosecha
de trabajo intensivo. Las empresas azucareras, los agricultores y los funcionarios estatales y locales
presentaron solicitudes a la War Relocation Authority (WRA), la agencia federal a cargo de los
Japoneses Estadounidenses encarcelados, para utilizar a estas personas como fuente de mano de
obra. La WRA finalmente acordé y permitié que cientos de Japoneses Estadounidenses se mudaran
del Centro de Asamblea de Portland en Portland, Oregon, a un campamento moévil de la FSA en
Nyssa, Oregdn, en mayo de 1942 para trabajar en los campos de remolacha azucarera de la region.”

2 Gordon, Dorothea Lange, 196-97; Hutley, Portrait of a Decade, 164, 166; Natanson, The Black Image in the New Deal, 4;
“Farm Security Administration/Office of War Information Black-and-White Negatives,” Libraty of Congress website,
accessed October 26, 2020, https://www.loc.gov/ pictures/collection/fsa; “Farm Security Administration/Office of War
Information Color Photographs,” Library of Congress website, accessed October 26, 2020,

https:/ /www.loc.gov/pictures/ collection/ fsac.

% Lawrence 1. Hewes, Jt., Final Report of the Participation of the Farm Security Administration In the Evacuation Program of the
Wartime Civil Control Administration Civil Affairs Division Western Defense Command and Fourth Army Covering the Period March
15, 1942 through May 31, 1942, 1942,

https:/ /oac.cdlib.org/view?docIld=hb009n99p1&brand=oac4&doc.view=entire_text.

26 “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps,” Uprooted: Japanese American Farm Labor Camps During
Wotld War II website, accessed October 26, 2020, http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com/farm-labot-camps; Motgen
Young, “Nyssa, Oregon (detention facility),” Densho Encyclopedia, October 16, 2020,
http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Nyssa,_Oregon_(detention_facility).
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El establecimiento del primer campo de trabajo agricola Japonés-Estadounidense durante la
guerra marcé otro cambio en los deberes de la FSA. Antes de la guerra, la FSA, a través de sus
campos de trabajadores agricolas migratorios, habia proporcionado vivienda y servicios de salud a
familias de trabajadores agricolas migrantes. La escasez de mano de obra nacional llevé a la FSA a
utilizar sus campamentos permanentes y moéviles como vivienda para una variedad de trabajadores.
Estos inclufan a Estadounidenses de origen Japonés reclutados en centros de reunién temporales y
campos de concentracion; Trabajadores Mexicanos, jamaicanos y bahamefios importados mediante
acuerdos con sus respectivos gobiernos; y prisioneros de guerra alemanes e italianos. En 1943, 1a
Administracion de Alimentos de Guerra (WEFA), una agencia federal recientemente establecida,
supero todas las actividades laborales agricolas de la FSA, incluida la operacion de los campamentos.
Cuando termino la Segunda Guerra Mundial, la WFA cerré y vendié muchos de los campos de
trabajo. Mientras tanto, la FSA se consolidé con la Divisién de préstamos de emergencia para
cultivos y piensos de la Farm Credit Administration para convertirse en Farmers Home
Administration en 1946.”

La FSA en Idaho

La estructura administrativa de la FSA tenia seis niveles: sede en Washington, DC; doce oficinas
regionales; oficinas estatales en la mayorfa de los estados; oficinas de distrito dentro de los estados;
oficinas del condado en la mayoria de los condados; y una oficina de proyectos para cada proyecto,
incluidos los campos de trabajo migratorio. La Region XI, con sede en Portland, supervisé las
actividades de la FSA en Alaska, Idaho, Oregon y Washington.”®

La FSA construy6 dos campamentos permanentes en Idaho: Caldwell en 1938 y Twin Falls en
1939 (consulte el Capitulo 3 para obtener mas informacién sobre ambos campamentos). El
campamento de Caldwell también almacend equipo para todos los campamentos moviles de la FSA
en el estado. En 1942, ese equipo inclufa 681 carpas, 878 plataformas de carpa, 100 letrinas y 2
remolques de clinica. Las ubicaciones de los campamentos moéviles cambiaron dependiendo de
donde se necesitara mano de obra agricola. En 1942, los campamentos moviles se ubicaron en
Blackfoot, Jerome, Nampa, Paul, Rexburg, Shelley y Wilder. En junio de 1942, el FSA super6 la
operacion de un antiguo campamento del Cuerpo de Conservacion Civil en Rupert. Conocido como

27 Letter from Federal Office of State Extension Setrvice to Arthur A. Schupp, Executive Secretary of the Farmers &
Manufacturers Beet Sugar Association, April 8, 1943; Folder: Farm Labor 9-1 Sugar Beets; Box 15; Entry 1: General
Correspondence; Record Group 224: War Food Administration; National Archives and Records Administration, College
Park, MD; Leonard J. Arrington, Beet Sugar in the West (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1966), 143; Erasmo
Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War I1: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942—1947 (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1990), 32; “History of USDA’s Farm Service Agency.”

28 Sidney Baldwin, Poverty and Polities: The Rise and Decline of the Farm Security Administration, (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1968), 244-245; National Archives and Records Administrations, Records of the Farmers Home
Administration, accessed on March 16, 2021 https://www.archives.gov/tesearch/guide-fed-records/groups/096.html.
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Camp Paul y Camp Rupert, la Oficina de Reclamacién habia mantenido el sitio desde julio de 1939
hasta mayo de 1942.”

Figura 2-1. Los gerentes de la FSA se retnen en Caldwell, Idaho, 1941. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-039179-D.

2 Letter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W. W. Williver, Executive Director,
Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder 505 Relocation Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box
7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National
Archives and Records Administration, Seattle, WA; J. DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River
Valley, September 30, 1946, 15; Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 133.
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Figura 2-2. Ubicacion de los campos de trabajo agricola de la FSA en Idaho en 1942.
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La Seccién Histérica de la FSA capturd unas mil doscientas fotografias de Idaho. Russell Lee
produjo casi el 80 por ciento de estas imagenes durante varios viajes al estado entre 1940 y 1942. Fue
el mas prolifico de todos los fotégrafos de la FSA, tomando mas de cinco mil imagenes durante sus
siete afos de carrera en la agencia. Cuando Estados Unidos entré en guerra, Lee estaba trabajando
en California. En abril de 1942, comenz6 a documentar el traslado forzoso y el encarcelamiento de
Japoneses Estadounidenses para la FSA, y finalmente capturo casi seiscientas imagenes. Lee
fotografié a las familias haciendo los preparativos finales en sus hogares, granjas y negocios antes de
su mudanza. Documenté a personas en las estaciones de tren esperando ser transportadas al Centro
de Asambleas de Santa Anita. También tomé imagenes del Centro de Asambleas de Salinas. Ese
verano, Lee tomo fotografias de cuatro campamentos de la FSA que estaban ocupados
principalmente por Estadounidenses de origen Japonés: Nyssa en Oregon y Twin Falls, Rupert y
Shelley en Idaho. El afio anterior, Lee habia documentado los campamentos de la FSA en Caldwell y
Wilder. Sus veintinueve imagenes del campamento de Twin Falls proporcionan la mejor
documentacion histérica del sitio y sus ocupantes (consulte los capitulos 3 y 6 para obtener imagenes
adicionales).”

” :?.umrv ADMINISTRATION
REGION ~ X |
FARM FAMILY MIGRATORY LABOR CAMP

IDAHO MOBILE UNIT NO.I

Figura 2-3. Firmar fuera del campamento mévil de la FSA en Wilder, Idaho, 1941.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-039175-

30 Morgen Young, “Russell Lee,” Densho Encyclopedia, June 16, 2020, http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Russell%201Lee;
“The FSA-OWI,” Photogrammar.
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Figura 2-4. Una familia de granjeros cenando en la carpa en la que viven en el
campamento mévil de la FSA en Wilder, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-039200-D.
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3. El Campo de Trabajo de la Granja
Migratoria de Twin Falls: 1939-1946

Desarrollo

La Farm Security Administration (FSA) supervisé la construccion del campo de trabajo agricola
migratorio Twin Falls en 1939. Fue uno de los dos campamentos construidos por la agencia federal
en Idaho, y el otro esta ubicado en Caldwell. Su propdsito original era proporcionar vivienda a los
agricultores y sus familias desplazados por las tormentas de polvo en el Medio Oeste durante la
Gran Depresion. Con el inicio de la Segunda Guerra Mundial y la consiguiente escasez de mano de
obra agticola, el propésito del campo cambid. L.a FSA comenzdé a albergar a un grupo diverso de
trabajadores agticolas en el campamento, incluidos japoneses, Mexicanos y Jamaiquinos.”

El potencial de la construccion de un campo de trabajo agricola federal en Twin Falls se informé
por primera vez a fines de marzo de 1939. Durante una reunién del consejo de la ciudad de Twin
Falls, un secretario de la ciudad informé al consejo que un ingeniero de la FSA se habia puesto en
contacto con él con respecto al uso de agua para un proyecto. El mismo empleado también informo
que el ingeniero de la FSA se habia acercado a Idaho Power Company para traer energfa al sitio del
proyecto. Grace y J. H. Seaver compartieron durante la reuniéon que la agencia federal se habia
acercado a ellos con respecto a la adquisiciéon de su huerto, ubicado a dos millas al sur de la ciudad
de Twin Falls.”®

El 4 de mayo de 1939, Grace Seaver vendio sesenta acres en la Seccion 29, Township 10 South,
Range 17 East al Departamento de Agricultura por $9,500. A finales de ese mes, la FSA solicitd
licitaciones para construir veinticinco casas, doscientos refugios de madera y otras estructuras de
soporte. La agencia finalmente emitié un contrato de $229,048 a R. Goold & Son de Stockton,
California. La construccion se llevo a cabo de julio a diciembre de 1939. Anticipando que se
necesitarian mas viviendas, la FSA emitié una segunda solicitud de licitacién en marzo de 1940.
Dolan y Buck, también de Stockton, ganaron con una licitacién de $56,091 para construir casas
adicionales y otros edificios auxiliares.”

El arquitecto Burton D. Cairns disend los edificios y Garrett Eckbo disefi6 la arquitectura del
paisaje para el campamento de Twin Falls. Ambos trabajaron para la Region IX de la FSA en San
Francisco, junto con el ingeniero de distrito Herbert Hallsteen y el ingeniero regional Nicholas
Cirino. Cairns y Eckbo estuvieron involucrados en un accidente automovilistico en Tigard, Oregon,
el 15 de diciembre de 1939. Cairns, el conductor, murié instantaneamente y Eckbo sufri6 heridas

31 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

32 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4.

33 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4; “Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048
Camp,” Idaho Evening Times, December 8, 1939; “23 More Homes for Farm Camp,” Idabho Evening Times, March 23, 1940.
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graves. Eckbo continué trabajando para la FSA hasta 1942. Vernon DeMars reemplazé a Cairns
como arquitecto del distrito. El campamento de Twin Falls puede haber sido uno de los tltimos
proyectos de la FSA disefiados por Cairns.™

Descripcion Fisica

Figura 3-1. Imagen aérea del campo de trabajo Twin Falls en 1946. USGS 7CI0000080038, 1946, Earth
Exblorer.

34 Barbara Perty Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “Comfort Station — Migratory Farm
Labor Camp,” 83-19402, 2019, 3; Marc Treib and Dorothée Imbert, Garrett Eckbo: Modern Landscapes for Living (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1997), 121-22; Pacific Coast Architecture Database, “Burton Donald Cairns,” accessed
November 24, 2020, http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/4620.
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Figura 3-2. Identificacién de los edificios del campo de trabajo de Twin Falls en 1946.
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Ubicada a dos millas al sur de Twin Falls, en 1122 Washington Street South, la calle principal,
Labor Camp Road, fue disefiada en forma de U y proporcioné dos puntos de acceso al
campamento. Originalmente estaba sin pavimentar. Una vez completada la primera fase de
construccion, a fines de 1939, el campamento constaba de veinticuatro casas de trabajo agricola,
treinta y seis edificios de estilo cuartel, una casa de administrador, un edificio comunitario, un
edificio de servicios publicos central con duchas y lavanderia, tres estaciones de confort con
inodoros y lavabos, una clinica de salud (lamada "sala de aislamiento"), un sistema de
almacenamiento y suministro de agua, un sistema de alcantarillado, una puerta de entrada e
instalaciones recreativas, que incluyen un campo de béisbol y dos canchas de baloncesto. El edificio
comunitario proporcioné espacio para un auditorio, un comedor, una escuela y una guarderia. La
FSA completé una segunda fase de construccion en la primavera de 1940, construyendo veintitrés
casas adicionales para trabajadores agricolas, veintitrés cobertizos para herramientas, varios garajes
para las casas y otras instalaciones.”

Figura 3-3. El fotografo de la FSA Russell Lee tom6 una serie de imagenes del campo
de trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls en julio de 1942. Library of Congress, Prints
& Photographs Division, FSA-OW1T Collection, .C-USF34-073766-D.

% Bauer and Jacox, “Comfort Station — Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19402, 3; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls
Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4; Letter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W.
W. Williver, Executive Director, Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder: 505 Relocation
Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box 7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm
Security Administration; National Archives & Records Administration, Seattle, WA; Jean Dinkelacker, “ Complete Farm
Labor ‘City’ Taking Rapid Form: Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp,” Idaho Evening Times, December 8,
1939.
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Figura 3-4. El campamento, fotografiado en 1942, inclufa dos tipos de viviendas:
edificios de estilo cuartel y casas pequefias. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-073771-D.

Figura 3-5. El campamento tenia cuarenta y siete casitas o cabafias. Cada casa tenfa
una cocina, sala / comedor, dos tecamaras y un baflo. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, .C-USF34-073761-D.
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Cada casa de trabajo agricola inclufa una sala y un comedor combinados, cocina, dos
dormitorios, un bafo, lavanderia, agua corriente y electricidad. Cada casa tenfa un disefio idéntico,
con la sala / comedor y la cocina en la parte delantera de la casa y los dormitorios y el bafio en la
parte trasera. La unica variacién del plan fue la ubicacién de la cocina en el lado derecho o izquierdo
de la sala de estar / comedor. Las casas fueron pintadas de una variedad de colores, incluyendo
beige, arena, amarillo claro y gris verdoso, todos adornados en blanco. Cada casa tenia un césped
delantero y una pequefia parcela de jardin en el patio trasero. Este tipo de vivienda se reservaba
tipicamente para familias que vivian y trabajaban en el irea de Twin Falls durante todo el afio.”

G

~

Figura 3-6. Habia treinta y seis edificios de estilo cuartel en el campamento. Cada
edificio se dividié en seis apartamentos. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-073774.

El campamento tenia seis filas de seis edificios de estilo cuartel o refugios en fila. Los refugios
estaban revestidos con paneles de madera de secuoya de California y tenfan techos a dos aguas
cubiertos con tejas de cedro. Cada edificio estaba dividido en seis apartamentos, que podian albergar
hasta cuatro personas por unidad. Cada apartamento tenfa una entrada exterior, con una puerta
mosquitera. Los refugios en hilera estaban ubicados en el centro del campamento. Carecian de agua
corriente, por lo que los residentes usaban las instalaciones de lavanderia y ducha en un edificio
separado. Las estaciones de confort, situadas entre los edificios, contenfan inodoros y lavabos. Los
refugios en hileras solian albergar a trabajadores temporeros. Debido a la falta de agua corriente y al
aislamiento insuficiente, la FSA cerr6 los edificios después de la temporada de cosecha en el otofio y
los volvi6 a abrir durante la temporada de siembra en la primavera.”

36 Barbara Perty Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “House 1—Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-19323, 2019, 3; “Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp.”

37 Barbara Perty Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “Shelter 51—Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19373, 2019, 3; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4;
“Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp.”
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Figura 3-7. Un residente de un campamento Estadounidense de
origen Japonés de camino a las duchas, 1942. Observe las
contraventanas que se abren en la parte trasera de un refugio en
hilera. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT
Collection, LC-USF34-073769-D.

Figura 3-8. Los apartamentos en el edificio de estilo cuartel carecfan de plomeria
interior. Los residentes del campamento utilizaron estaciones de confort ubicadas
entre las filas de los barracones Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division,
FSA-OWI Collection, LC-UST34-073758-D.
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Figura 3-9. Cada apartamento media catorce por dieciséis pies cuadrados. Observe
cémo este residente Japonés-Estadounidense personalizé su apartamento con
recortes del Times-INews. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT
Collection, LC-USF34-073756-D.

Figura 3-10. Cada apartamento estaba amueblado con un par de literas, una mesa
pequefia y dos sillas. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT
Collection, . C-USF34-073768-D.
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Ocupantes y Estilo de Vida

En junio de 1940, cuarenta y una familias vivian en el campo de trabajo migratorio de Twin
Falls. Presumiblemente, todas eran familias blancas. James Tanaka, que vivié en el campamento de
1943 a 1949, recordd que estas familias eran originarias principalmente de Arkansas y Oklahoma. Sin
embargo, la mayorfa de los agricultores migrantes que viven en el noroeste llegaron de Missouri,
Kansas, Dakota del Norte y Dakota del Sur.™

Figura 3-11. Los residentes del campamento juegan Go, un juego de mesa Japonés,
en 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, L.C-
USF34-073765-D.

Los trabajadores agricolas Estadounidenses de origen Japonés se mudaron por primera vez al
campo en junio de 1942 (consulte el Capitulo 6 para obtener mas informacién sobre los
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés). Llegaron como parte de un amplio esfuerzo, ejecutado por
funcionarios del gobierno federal, estatal y local, asi como por intereses privados, para abordar la
escasez de mano de obra agricola nacional. A mediados de la década de 1940, un grupo diverso de
personas proporcionaba mano de obra agricola en Idaho, incluidos inmigrantes blancos del Medio
Oeste y del Sur, japoneses americanos, nativos americanos, Mexicanos a través del Programa
Bracero federal (consulte el Capitulo 7 para obtener mas informacién sobre los trabajadores
Latinos), Jamaicanos, prisioneros de guerra alemanes e italianos, objetores de conciencia y hombres,
mujeres y nifios locales. La composicion de los residentes en el campamento de Twin Falls reflejo

38 Letter from J. O. Walker, Director, Resettlement Division, FSA, Washington, D.C. to Walter A. Duffy, Regional
Director, Region XI, Portland, July 15, 1940; Folder: 913-Attitude Toward Project; Box 12; Entry 123: Office of the
Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National Archives & Records
Administration, Seattle, WA; Morgen Young Interview with James K. Tanaka, Los Angeles, CA, April 18, 2014,
http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com/ theit-stoties/#/Pprofile=221.
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esta diversificacion de la fuerza laboral de Idaho. En octubre de 1943, los residentes del campo
inclufan a 250 Japoneses Estadounidenses, 175 blancos, 100 Mexicanos y 50 Jamaiquinos.”

Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés que vivieron en el campo en la década de 1940 residian
en apartamentos en edificios de estilo barraca o en pequefias casas unifamiliares. Por lo general, las
personas solteras, en su mayorfa hombres, residian en los apartamentos, con dos a cuatro personas
por unidad. Los trabajadores de temporada utilizaron los cuarteles, ya que los edificios no eran
adecuados para la ocupacion invernal. Las familias vivian todo el afio en las casas.”

Un articulo de septiembre de 1942 en Minidoka Irrigator, un peridédico semanal publicado en el
campo de concentracion de Minidoka, ubicado aproximadamente a veintidos millas al noreste de
Twin Falls, describi6 el campo de la siguiente manera:

Los residentes viven en barracones que se han dividido en cuartos de una habitacion, de 14 por
16 pies, con pisos de cemento. Las camas de acero de dos pisos, dos pares para cada habitacion,
estan amuebladas. El campamento también proporciona una mesa de metal y dos sillas plegables.
Una pequena estufa de cocina de lefia para calentar y cocinar se coloca en cada unidad de vivienda.
El campamento cuenta con un suministro adecuado de agua corriente frfa y caliente, un enorme
lavadero, bafios y duchas limpios y modernos. Ademas, hay una amplia sala de recreacion y una
biblioteca. También hay disponible una clinica actualizada con una enfermera capacitada para los
residentes de la FSA. Se erige como una unidad separada cerca de la entrada del entorno bien

aj ardinado."!

% Jdaho Agticultural Labor Market Report, week ending October 16, 1943; Folder: Region XI: Idaho: 1943; Box 14;
Entry: 199 Farm Labor Market Reports, 1941-1943, Region XI; Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission;
National Archives & Records Administration, College Park, MD; Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 61.

40 Tanaka interview.

41 ¢80 Nisei Farm Workers Used at T'win Falls,” Minidoka Irrigator, September 18, 1942.
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Figura 3-12. A partir de 1942, el campo de trabajo de Twin Falls fue ocupado
principalmente por hombres Japoneses Estadounidenses solteros. A medida que la
Autoridad de Reubicacién de Guerra comenz6 a alentar el reasentamiento de
unidades familiares fuera de los campos de concentracién, un nimero creciente de
familias Estadounidenses de origen Japonés comenzé a residir en el campo. Library
of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-073753-D.

Figura 3-13. Residentes del campamento de Twin Falls lavando platos, 1942. Library
of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-073757-D.
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Figura 3-14. James Kazuo y Toshiko Tanaka con su perro Blackie, alrededor de
1947. El edificio detras de ellos era su casa de dos dormitorios en el campamento de

Twin Falls. La ventana de la izquierda era el dormitorio de James. Japanese American
National Museum, 2001.179.7.

James Kazuo Tanaka llegd al campamento de Twin Falls en la primavera de 1943, a la edad de
ocho afnos. Se mudé con sus padres, James Kenso y Toshiko Tanaka, de Minidoka. Su padre habia
cosechado remolacha azucarera el otofio anterior y vivia en el campamento de Twin Falls. Toda la
familia participé en las temporadas de cosecha de remolacha azucarera de 1943 y 1944, residiendo en
los cuarteles del campamento de Twin Falls entre el verano y el otofio, y regresando a Minidoka en
los meses de invierno. Después de conseguir un trabajo agricola permanente a principios de 1945, la
familia Tanaka se mudé a una de las casas del campo de trabajo. Permanecieron allf hasta 1949 y
finalmente se establecieron en Los Angeles.*

Cuando se mudd por primera vez al campamento, James conocio a otros Estadounidenses de
origen Japonés, incluidas familias e individuos. También conocié a trabajadores migratorios blancos
del Medio Oeste, a quienes describié como miembros de la poblacién mas permanente del
campamento. Es probable que estos trabajadores hubieran vivido en el campo desde antes de la
guerra. Asistié brevemente a la escuela en el edificio comunitario del campamento antes de
comenzar las clases en la escuela primaria Bickel en Twin Falls.”

Durante una historia oral de 2014, James compartié algunos de sus recuerdos del campamento:

El campo de trabajo agricola tenia total libertad. Habia algunas cercas agricolas alrededor, pero
podias arrastrarte entre ellas o por debajo o por encima de ellas e ir practicamente a cualquier parte
... Pudimos ir a la ciudad. Mi principal razén para ir a la ciudad, ademas de comprar ropa, eran mis
peliculas matinales de los sabados por un cuarto. Por lo general, un vaquero del oeste, con una serie

42 Tanaka interview.
43 Tanaka interview.
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corta, por lo que tendrias que volver la semana que viene para ver la siguiente parte de la serie ... O
harfa autostop o, cuando tuviera una bicicleta, podria ir a la ciudad.*

Antes del final del encarcelamiento de Japoneses Estadounidenses por parte del gobierno
federal, a principios de 1945, a los residentes Japoneses Estadounidenses en el campamento de Twin
Falls se les permitié visitar la ciudad de Twin Falls, pero solo con la supervisién del personal de la
FSA o de la policia local. Aunque no habia alambradas de puas ni torres de vigilancia como
Minidoka y otros campos de concentracién, el campo de Twin Falls, al igual que otros campos de
trabajo agricola, segufa siendo un lugar de confinamiento para los Estadounidenses de origen
Japonés. Durante la guerra, los campamentos tenfan toques de queda y no se permitia que los
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés abandonaran las instalaciones sin la escolta del personal del
campamento, las autoridades locales o sus empleadores.®

Hubo al menos un caso conocido de violencia contra los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés
que vivian en el campamento de Twin Falls. En julio de 1944, Manzanar Free Press informé que
cinco adolescentes blancos de la cercana ciudad de Buhl atacaron a un grupo de Japoneses
Estadounidenses en Twin Falls. El incidente fue condenado por las autoridades locales. En
respuesta a los ataques, sesenta Estadounidenses de origen Japonés del campo de Twin Falls y
cuarenta del campo de Rupert regresaron a los campos de concentracion de Poston (Arizona) y
Manzanar (California), respectivamente, en protesta.*

# Tanaka interview.

4 “Tired of Waiting, This Jap Medic Student Glad to Work,” T7mes-News (Twin Falls), June 3, 1942,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspapet/publication/TN; Roger Daniels, Prisoners Without Trail: Japanese
Americans in World War I (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004), 74; Letter from Jane K. Chase to Bishop Daywell of the
Episcopal Diocese of Oregon, November 23, 1942, Jane K. Chase Papers, Idaho State Archives, Boise.

46 “Idaho Seasonal Workers Beaten by Buhl Youth at Twin Falls,” Manzanar Free Press, July 8, 1944.
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Figura 3-15. Algunas familias Estadounidenses de origen Figura 3-16. Janet y Ronald Toyooka en el campamento de
Japonés vivieron en el campamento de Twin Falls hasta Twin Falls, 1946-1947. Fran Toyooka.

finales de la década de 1940. La familia Toyooka—]im,

Fran, Janet y Ronald— se fotografiaron fuera de su casa en

el campamento durante el invierno de 1946-1947. Fran

Toyooka.

Comparacion con Otros Campos de Trabajo Agricola

La FSA construy6 y mantuvo dos tipos de campos de trabajo agricola: campamentos
permanentes o durante todo el afio y campamentos méviles o en tiendas de campafia (consulte el
Capitulo 2 para obtener mas informacién sobre la FSA en Idaho). Burton D. Cairns, Garrett Eckbo
y otros miembros del personal de la oficina de la Region IX de la FSA en San Francisco disefaron
dos campamentos permanentes en Idaho: Twin Falls y Caldwell. La oficina de San Francisco
también disefi6 campamentos permanentes en Arvin, Brawley, Ceres, Coachella, Firebaugh, Gridley,
Marysville, Mineral King, Shafter, Thornton, Tulare, Westley, Winters y Yuba City, California;
Yambhill, Oregon; Granger, Walla Walla y Yakima, Washington; Agua Fria, Baxter, Casa Grande,
Chandler, Eleven-Mile Corner, Glendale y Yuma, Arizona; y Harlingen, Robstown, Sinton y
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Weslaco, Texas.”” Como el tnico otro campamento permanente de la FSA en Idaho, el campamento
de Caldwell ofrece la mejor comparacion directa con el campamento de Twin Falls.*

La FSA construy6 un campamento en Caldwell en 1938. Al igual que Twin Falls, fue construido
originalmente para albergar principalmente a granjeros blancos desplazados por el Dust Bowl. A
principios de la década de 1940, el campamento también albergaba a trabajadores Jamaicanos,
Japoneses Estadounidenses y Mexicanos.”

e "v-“iﬂ ‘ P s e o 4;§'+; i Sty
Figura 3-17. Las pequefias casas del campamento de Caldwell, fotografiadas en
1941, eran similares en estilo a las del campamento de Twin Falls. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF33-013032-M4.

Al igual que el campamento de Twin Falls, el campamento de Caldwell inclufa casas pequefias y
edificios de estilo cuartel. El exterior de estos edificios parece haber sido idéntico al del campamento
de Twin Falls.” Las casas de Caldwell eran idénticas, cada una con una cocina, una sala de estar, un
bafio y dos dormitorios. También estaban amuebladas con camas, mesas, sillas y sofas. Cada casa
tenfa un pequefio césped, un huerto y un garaje. Solo las familias podian vivir en las casas.”

47 Treib and Imbert, Garrett Eckbo, 121-22. HRA cannot confirm how many, if any, Region XI FSA camps are extant.

48 L.a HRA reconoce que habia otros campamentos permanentes o semipermanentes administrados por la FSA en Idaho,
incluidos Burley y Rupert. Sin embargo, como estos campamentos solo tenfan edificios de estilo cuartel y no contenfan
casas pequefias parecidas a cabafias, la HRA no los considera tan comparables al campamento de Twin Falls como
Caldwell. Parece que se han eliminado todos los edificios del antiguo campamento de Rupert. La informacién disponible
sobre el estado fisico actual del antiguo campamento de Burley no fue concluyente. “Historical Marker Placed at WWII
POW Camp Rupert,” Times-News, August 31, 2012, updated March 20, 2013,

https:/ /magicvalley.com/news/local/historical-market-placed-at-wwii-pow-camp-rupert/article_ca518126-6807-539¢-
bcIb-af8327ead5a4.html.

* DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1V alley and Snake River 1alley, 15.

50 HRA reviewed photographs of buildings at each location. Construction drawings were not available for comparison.

St DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River 1V alley, 16—17.

El Milagro: Un Contexto Histérico/A Historic Context | 33



- P | '-‘l. & A ' -
s - 2 I A R i e

Figura 3-18. Los edificios de estilo cuartel en el campamento de Caldwell, 1941

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF33-
013043-M3.

Los edificios de estilo cuartel se dividieron en seis apartamentos cada uno. Cada apartamento
inclufa camas, mesa, sillas, estantes y una estufa para cocinar y calentar. Los edificios carecian de
agua corriente. Un edificio separado albergaba duchas y lavanderia, y las estaciones de confort entre
los barracones contenfan inodoros y lavabos. Estos edificios estaban destinados a albergar a los
trabajadores estacionales y no fueron ocupados durante el invierno.”

Figura 3-19. Los edificios de estilo cuartel en el campamento de Caldwell, 1941
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USTF34-
D039194-D.

52 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River 1 alley, 15-16.
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Figura 3-20. Los edificios de estilo cuartel en el campamento de Twin Falls,
fotografiados en 1942, son casi idénticos a los del campamento de Caldwell. Library
of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-073767-D.

El campamento mantenfa una pequefia comisaria, que vendia articulos como leche, carne y otros
comestibles a los residentes del campamento. El edificio de la comunidad del campamento cumplio
multiples funciones, incluyendo el cine, el comedor y la escuela. En 1940, la escuela del campamento
inclufa estudiantes japoneses-americanos, Mexicanos, negros y blancos. Los estudiantes en edad de
escuela secundaria asistieron a una escuela secundatia local.”

Durante finales de la década de 1930 y principios de la de 1940, el campamento de Caldwell
almaceno equipo para todos los campamentos méviles de la FSA en Idaho. Esto incluy6 carpas,
plataformas de madera para carpas, letrinas y remolques para clinicas de salud. Las ubicaciones
exactas de los campamentos méviles cambiaban cada afio, ya que la FSA ubicaba a los trabajadores
donde mas se necesitaban.™

ILa War Food Administration (WFA) superé a la administracién del campo de Caldwell, junto
con todos los demas campos de trabajo de la FSA, en 1943. Después del final de la Segunda Guerra
Mundial, el gobierno federal disolvié la WFA y vendié muchos de los campos de trabajo agricola. La
Autoridad de Vivienda de Caldwell adquiri6 el campamento en 1950. Ahora conocido como
Farmway Village, el sitio continda albergando a trabajadores agricolas. Muchos son Mexicanos que
trabajan en el condado de Canyon a través del programa de visas agricolas temporales H-2A.>

33 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River Valley, 18—19.

5 Letter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W. W. Williver, Executive Director,
Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder 505 Relocation Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box
7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National
Archives and Records Administration, Seattle, WA.

% The Governot’s Migratory Labor Committee, “A Report on Idaho Migratory Labor Camps”; Nicole Foy, “South
Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage,” Idabo Press, October 20, 2018; Caldwell Housing Authority, “About

CHA,” accessed December 15, 2020, https://chaidaho.org/about-us/.
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Figura 3-21. El fot6grafo de la FSA Russell Lee documenté el campamento de
Wilder en 1941 y el campamento de Shelley en 1942. No fotografié algunos de los
otros campamentos moviles en Idaho, como Blackfoot, Jerome, Rexburg y Paul.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-
039038-D.

Figura 3-22. El campamento movil en Shelley albergé a trabajadores Japoneses
Estadounidenses en 1942 y 1943. Para 1944, albergaba principalmente a
trabajadores Mexicanos a través del Programa Bracero. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073778-D.
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4. El Campo de Trabajo de la Granja
Migratoria de Twin Falls: 1947-1987

Asociacion de Patrocinio de Mano de Obra Agricola del
Condado de Twin Falls, Inc.

Cuando termino la Segunda Guerra Mundial, el gobierno de los Estados Unidos puso fin a todas
las operaciones de la Administracion de Alimentos de Guerra (WEFA). Posteriormente, muchos de
los campos de trabajo que entonces operaba la WFA fueron cedidos a organizaciones que deseaban
operarlos. En julio de 1947, Darrell H. Moss, director del campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria
de Twin Falls, anuncié que el programa de trabajo federal estaba terminando y que todos los
inquilinos del campo tendrian que irse antes del 25 de septiembre de ese afio. Esto incluyo
aproximadamente a 500 residentes blancos, Japoneses Americanos, y Mexicanos.”

Como todavia se necesitaban trabajadores agricolas en el area de Twin Falls hasta el final de la
temporada de cosecha de ese ano, el gobierno federal y los intereses locales llegaron a un acuerdo. El
Servicio de Extension de EE. UU., Amalgamated Sugar Company y la Asociacion Patrocinadora de
Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de Twin Falls acordaron continuar operando el campamento y
colocar a los trabajadores donde mas se necesitaran hasta el 30 de noviembre de 1947.”

Amalgamated Sugar Company solo estuvo involucrada en las operaciones por un corto tiempo,
tan pronto como la Asociacién Patrocinadora de Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de Twin Falls
adquiri6 el campamento.” La Asociacion fue uno de los cinco grupos establecidos en el sur de Idaho
en 1943. Su funcién era garantizar que los propietarios de las granjas fueran responsables de sus
propias cosechas y tuvieran la obligacion de obtener mano de obra para completar la cosecha. Eran
organizaciones cooperativas a las que los propietarios de granjas pagaban cuotas para unirse. El
dinero de la membresia pagaba la comida y el alojamiento de los trabajadores. (Se suponia que las
tarifas de alquiler pagadas por los trabajadores pagaban el mantenimiento del campamento). La

% Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area
Through Harvest,” Times-News, July 18, 1947, http://www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “New
Law Brightens Labor Camp Future,” Times-News, July 24, 1947,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp,” Post-Register,
July 10, 1947.

S“Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp”’; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area Through Harvest”; “New Law Brightens
Labor Camp Future,” 1.

58 It appears that the initial three-way agreement transferring ownership from the federal government to Amalgamated
Sugar and Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association did not involve a purchase. It is likely the Twin Falls
County Farm Labor Association assumed ownership and operation without purchase. “New Law Brightens Labor Camp
Future.”
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Asociacion de Patrocinio de Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de Twin Falls supervisé el
mantenimiento y la operacién del campamento durante los siguientes cuarenta afios.”

VOL. 80, NO. 84 Qe o o3

Farm LaborCamp

Will Serve Area
Through Harvest

" *The farm labor supply center south of Twin Falls will
continue to serve this area's agricultural needs until late
tall, even though the T. B. government will cease to operate
it Sapt. 30. ,

This became a certainty today with announcement that
the Amalgameated Sugar company will operate the camp as a
farm labor center for the Twin Falls County Farm Labor
Sponsoring associntion from Aug. 16 until end of the harvest
ecason, about Now, 30.

Announcement of the plan was made by ©. J. Bellwood,
acting secretary of the assoclation and assistant county farm
labor supervisor, following a meeting Thursday night at
which details of the three-way agreement were formulated,
Attending the aes.yol_n in the distriet court robm were diree-

daen of dha Foons mmem

Figura 4-1. Extracto del Twin Falls Times-News que detalla el cierre
planificado del campo en 1947. Twin Falls Times-News, July 18, 1947.

Descripcion Fisica

Cuando la Asociacién de Patrocinio de Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de Twin Falls
asumi6 la propiedad, el campus inclufa los treinta y seis edificios originales de estilo cuartel y
cuarenta y ocho casas de trabajadores agricolas. Este ultimo inclufa las cuarenta y siete casas
originales mas el edificio que originalmente servia como casa del administrador del campamento. La
Asociacion alquil6 los apartamentos en los edificios estilo cuartel por $1.40 por unidad familiar, por
semana. El campamento tenfa 216 apartamentos en total, seis por edificio, con una capacidad total
de 864 personas. La Asociacion alquil6 las casas para trabajadores agricolas por $3.55 por semana.
Permitiendo cuatro personas por hogar, las casas unifamiliares tenfan una capacidad de 192.”

% Bauer and Jacox, “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 24; Harry A. Elcock, “Farmer
Sponsored Labor in Idaho, 1943, in Proceedings of the Eastern Slope and Intermonntain Regional Meeting, American Society of
Sugat Beet Technologists, 1944, https:/ /bsdf-assbt.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/FarmetSponsoredLabotinSouthernIdaho1943.pdf; “Farm Labor Camp Will Setve Area
Through Harvest”; “Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp.”

60 “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area Through Harvest.”
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Los ocupantes del campamento fluctuaban cada ano. En 1961, algunos de los edificios de estilo
cuartel ya no albergaban a trabajadores. La capacidad del campamento habia disminuido de 1,056 a
831. Todas las casas unifamiliares existian, pero un informe estatal de ese afo indicaba que solo diez
de los treinta y seis edificios originales de estilo cuartel se utilizaban como residencias. En 1965,
Twin Falls Camp era el mas grande de los setenta y tres campamentos en el sur de Idaho, y
albergaba a 1,210 de los aproximadamente 10.000 trabajadores migrantes de la region. Para 1976, la
capacidad habfa disminuido a 400. En ese momento, el alquiler oscilaba entre $14 y $20 por

semana.”!

Los informes y los recuerdos indican que las condiciones fisicas del campamento se deterioraron
en los afios setenta y ochenta. En 1976, las mejoras del campamento incluyeron algunos recableados
eléctricos, reparacion de techos y trabajos en las instalaciones de bafios. La hermana Rose, miembro
de la comunidad de Twin Falls, Mary Boessen, recordé que el campamento era hermoso en la
década de 1970 y luego se deteriord en la década de 1980. Aunque los mapas topograficos indican
que veintidoés de los edificios de estilo cuartel fueron removidos en 1979, los estudios de recursos
histéricos posteriores reflejan que todos menos siete de los edificios originales de estilo cuartel

permanecieron en su lugar.62

o The Governor’s Migratory Labor Committee, “A Report on Idaho Migratory Labor Camps,” Boise: Employment
Security Agency, 1961; Jim Adams, “Migratory Labor Survey Reveals Progress Made On Facility Improvement,” Idaho
Statesman (Boise) November 21, 1965: 45, http:/ /www.newsbank.com; “Twin Falls Labor Camp Complaints Answered,”
Idaho Statesman (Boise) June 22, 1976: 22, http:/ /www.newsbank.com.

2 Annette Jenkins, “Bias Claim Spurs Probe of Labor Camp,” Idaho Statesman (Boise) April 29, 1975:24,

http:/ /www.newsbank.com; Pat Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro,” The Times-News, September 1,
1996; U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Twin Falls Quadrangle, 1979,
https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/topoexplorer/index.html; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,”
83-15919.
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Figura 4-2. Imagen aérea del campamento en 1953 USGS, Figura 4-3. Imagen aérea del campamento en 1978. USGS,
A010904305380 1953. 11VERJ00010182 1978.

Figura 4-4. Mapa topografico del campamento de 1964. Figura 4-5. El mapa topografico del campamento de 1979
USGS Twin Falls Quadrangle Maps, 1964. refleja incorrectamente la remocién del edificio. USGS Twin
Falls Qnadrangle Maps, 1979.
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Ocupantes y Estilo de Vida

Las personas que vivieron en el campamento desde la década de 1950 hasta la de 1980 fueron
principalmente Mexicanos y mexicoamericanos. LLas personas y familias que vivian alli eran
normalmente trabajadores estacionales. Se mudaban entre los campamentos de Idaho y, a menudo,
salfan del estado, siguiendo las cosechas o visitando a familiares en otros lugares entre cosechas.”

Las condiciones fisicas y los servicios del campamento se deterioraron con los afios. El flujo de
fondos de la Asociacién de Patrocinio de Trabajadores Agricolas del Condado de T'win Falls,
compuesto por las cuotas de membresia de los agricultores locales, resulté ser insuficiente. No
podian cubrir muchos de los servicios que la Farm Security Administration y la WEFA habian
brindado a los residentes del campamento cuando el campamento estaba bajo su propiedad. Estos
incluyeron atencién médica y educacion. Estos servicios finalmente se detuvieron. La seguridad y la
limpieza del campamento dependian en gran medida de los administradores individuales del
campamento. Organizaciones locales, iglesias y otras personas interesadas se ofrecieron a ayudar a la
Asociacion en el cuidado del campamento y sus residentes. A menudo, la direccién rechazaba estas
ofertas.”

En la década de 1970, la gente cre6 recursos en el campamento para servir mejor a los nifios que
vivian alli. Muchos trabajadores agricolas temporales se vieron obligados a llevar a sus hijos
pequenos al trabajo por falta de un lugar seguro donde dejarlos. Esto llevé a los grupos religiosos
locales a asociarse con la Asociacion Cristiana de Mujeres Jovenes de Twin Falls (YWCA) en 1970
para establecer una guarderia en el campamento. En 1971 habia una biblioteca y un centro recreativo
combinado dentro del complejo. Los nifios podian jugar y leer alli, supervisados por voluntarios de
la comunidad y empleados de la YWCA. En 1975, el Idaho Migrant Council, una organizacién de
defensa de los trabajadores migrantes en Idaho, solicité $ 31,000 a los comisionados del condado de
Twin Falls para desarrollar instalaciones recreativas en el campamento. Se desconoce si alguno de los
solicitados fue financiado.”

9 For more on seasonal workers traveling between labor sites and housing, see Jim Nottis, North for the Harvest: Mexcican
Workers, Growers, and the Sugar Beet Industry (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2009).

%4 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

5 Idabo Statesman, “Bookmobile Visits Children In Twin Falls Labor Camp,” July 12, 1971: 26,

http:/ /www.newsbank.comy; Idaho Statesman, “Groups Plan Child Center For Migrants,” May 11, 1970: 28,

http:/ /www.newsbank.com; Idaho Statesman, “Play Area Fence Asked By Twin Falls Migrants,” Februaty 25, 1975: 17,
http://www.newsbank.com.
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Figura 4-6. Nifios
escribiendo el horario del
Magic Valley Bookmobile,
que visit6 el campamento
semanalmente, en 1971.
Idaho Statesman, July 12,
1971.

También en 1975, el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano abrié una investigacion
por discriminacién racial en el campamento. Los residentes informaron sobre el trato desigual y el
acoso contra los Mexicanos y los mexicoamericanos por parte del administrador del campamento. El
Consejo de Migrantes de Idaho estaba al tanto de la investigaciéon y buscé un mejor tratamiento para
los residentes del campo. Mas tarde ese afio, Comunidad Voluntaria Mexicana, una organizacion de
trabajadores agricolas con sede en Chicago, organizé una marcha por el centro de Twin Falls. Ellos
protestaron por las malas condiciones sanitarias del campamento, asi como por las practicas
discriminatorias. No esta claro qué resulté de la investigacion, aunque las mejoras fisicas en la

primavera de 1976 pueden haber estado relacionadas.®®

% “Bias Claim Spurs Probe of Labor Camp.”; “TF Labor Camp condition protest march Saturday,” Times-News, May 8,
1975; Idaho Statesman, “Twin Falls Labor Camp Complaints Answered,” June 22, 1976: 22.
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5. Campo de Trabajo Agricola Migratorio
Twin Falls - El Milagro: 1988-2018

Consejo de Migrantes de Idaho (Consejo Comunitario
de lIdaho)

A fines del siglo XX, la membresia de la Asociacion de Patrocinio de Trabajadores Agricolas del
Condado de Twin Falls estaba en declive y la necesidad de trabajadores migrantes habia
evolucionado. Ya no pudo mantener el campamento, la Asociacién lo vendié al Idaho Migrant
Council, Inc., por $ 135,000 en 1988. Humberto Fuentes fundé la organizacion sin fines de lucro
Idaho Migrant Council en 1971 para proporcionar vivienda y otros servicios, asi como para servir
como una organizacion de defensa de los trabajadores migrantes en el estado.”’

En 1990, el Idaho Migrant Council cambi6 el nombre del campamento de Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp a El Milagro, o The Miracle, Housing Project. El consejo experimentd un cambio
de nombre en 2006, convirtiéndose en el Consejo Comunitario de Idaho.”

Hoy en dia, el Community Council of Idaho es la organizacion sin fines de lucro mas grande que
atiende a la poblacién Latina en Idaho (consulte el Capitulo 7 para obtener mas informacién sobre la
comunidad Latina en Idaho). Ademas de operar cinco complejos de viviendas multifamiliares, el
consejo lleva a cabo programas de empleo y capacitacion, y opera diez centros Head Start para
migrantes y temporeros en el sur de Idaho y tres centros de salud en el este de Idaho.”

Descripcion Fisica

En el decenio de 1990 se realizaron importantes renovaciones y mejoras de la infraestructura y
las viviendas del campamento. Darrel McRoberts, gerente de planta de la planta empacadora Green
Giant en Buhl, habl6 de la “escasez perenne de viviendas” para los trabajadores estacionales.”
Describié cuantos trabajadores temporales en el area terminarfan una cosecha y buscarfan asegurar
una vivienda para la préxima cosecha antes de salir de la ciudad para unas vacaciones cortas. Sefiald
que si no habia una vivienda adecuada disponible, es posible que no regresaran. Para abordar esta

7 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; Marta Cleaveland, “Idaho Migrant Council
putchases labor center,” Tinzes-News, May 5, 1988; Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

% Letter from Jane Rodriquez, Idaho Migrant Council, Inc. to Thomas Green, Idaho State Historic Preservation Office,
August 21, 1990; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; “Major Improvements Being
Made to Old Labor Camp,” Times-News, April 5, 1992.

% Community Council of Idaho, “About us,” accessed December 17, 2020,
https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/about/.

70 Matt Smith, “Migrants face another housing shortage,” Times-News, June 29, 1991.
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necesidad de viviendas suficientes, en 1990, Green Giant, uno de los principales empleadores de los
residentes de El Milagro, proporcioné $15,000 en fondos para rehabilitar edificios en el campus. ™

Pronto vendrfan mas mejoras. También en 1990, el Departamento de Comercio del Estado de
Idaho otorgé a la Ciudad de Twin Falls una Subvencién en Bloque para el Desarrollo Comunitario
de Idaho para realizar mejoras en el complejo. Esta subvencion, combinada con las contribuciones
financieras de la Ciudad y la Agencia de Vivienda de Idaho, obtuvo $637,418 que financiaron las
mejoras completadas para 1992. Estas incluyeron la instalacién de una linea troncal de alcantarillado
y una linea principal de agua, mejorando la presiéon del agua y proporcionando presion para la
supresion de incendios, remodelacion de la mayoria de las casas unifamiliares, remodelacion de un
cuartel en un duplex de dos dormitorios para familias sin hogar y remodelacion de seis cuarteles en
veinticuatro apartamentos tipo estudio. En 1999, el Migrant Council recibié una subvencion de
$61,000 del proyecto de Desarrollo Rural del Departamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos
para hacer accesibles veinticuatro unidades en El Milagro.”

La cobertura periodistica de los cambios de campamento en la década de 1990, incluida la
pavimentacion de calles debido a una subvencién de bloque de $1 millén, indica que en 1996, 428
residentes vivian en 101 casas y apartamentos. En ese momento, el alquiler variaba de $175 a $319
por mes por un apartamento de tres habitaciones.”

Las renovaciones de los edificios han continuado con el tiempo. En 2012, el programa de
mentores YouthBuild El Milagro comenzé a renovar las unidades de vivienda en el campus. Para
2015, la residencia en El Milagro se redujo a 281 personas, con ochenta y cuatro familias entre ellas.
De esas familias, diecisiete eran familias de trabajadores agticolas.”™

71 Pat Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro,” Times-News, September 1, 1996; Smith, “Migrants face
another housing shortage.”

72 Gregory Harbor, “Migrant Council gets grant to improve accessibility of duplex,” Times-News, October 12, 1999:2, ,
http://www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Major Improvements Being Made to Old Labor
Camp.”

73 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”

74 Denise Turner, “Volunteer nurtures El Milagro kids,” Times-News, September 6, 2003,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Migrant council hosts children’s event,” Times-
News, April 28, 2004: 9, http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspapet/publication/TN; Julie Wootton, “Giving
Students a Second Chance,” Times-News, May 27, 2012,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Community Council of Idaho, “2015 Annual
Report,” 2015, 15, https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2015-Annual-Report.pdf
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Figura 5-1. Mejoras paisajisticas en El Milagro, ca. 2018. Community Council of
Idaho, 2018 Annual Report.

En 2019, cuarenta y cinco de las cuarenta y siete casas de trabajo agricolas originales
permanecian en el campamento. La mayoria habfan sido modificados, pero aun conservaban sus
huellas originales. Ninguno mantuvo sus tubos de estufa originales, sino que tenfa ventilaciones de
techo modernas. Casi ninguna de las estructuras secundarias asociadas con las casas, como garajes,
cobertizos para herramientas y tendederos, permaneci6. Algunas casas tenfan sus vallas de estacas
originales. La mayoria tenfa adiciones modernas, incluidas antenas de television, antenas parabdlicas
y cobertizos de almacenamiento.”

Se conservaban veintinueve de los treinta y seis edificios originales de estilo cuartel, y veintisiete
todavia se utilizaban como vivienda. De estas estructuras, algunas eran viviendas unifamiliares,
algunas duplex y otras unidades de cuatro plex.”

LLa puerta de entrada original habfa sido modificada para convertirla en un edificio para el
programa Head Start Migrante y Temporal de Felipe Cabral. El edificio de servicios publicos, que
alguna vez albergd duchas y lavanderia, se habia convertido en una oficina para El Milagro Housing.
Un area de reunién publica y una cancha de basquetbol de concreto ahora se encuentran sobre los

cimientos del edificio comunitario original.”’

75 Barbara Perty Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idaho (Boise, ID: TAG Historical
Research & Consulting, 2019), 6; Bauer and Jacox, “House 1—Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19323, 3.

76 Bauer and Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idaho, 6.

77 Bauer and Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idaho, 6.
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Figuras 5-2-5-5. Fotografias aéreas del Conjunto Habitacional El Milagro de 1992 (atriba a la izquierda), 2003 (arriba a la derecha), 2011
(abajo a la izquierda) y 2016 (abajo a la derecha). Google Earth Pro 2020.

Ocupantes y Estilo de Vida

La composicion de los residentes del antiguo campamento cambié con el tiempo, ya que el
campamento se convirtié en un complejo de viviendas para personas de bajos ingresos que no
estaban necesariamente relacionadas con el trabajo agricola. Si bien algunos trabajadores temporales
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todavia vivian aqui, en 1996, el gerente Rudy Rodriguez dijo que mas del 90 por ciento de los
residentes se quedaban todo el afio. Atribuyeron esto a los cambios en la industria agricola que
crearon menos puestos de trabajo en los campos. El Milagro ahora albergaba a familias de bajos
ingresos y personas solteras sin hogar, y proporcionaba vivienda temporal de emergencia, ademas de
albergar a trabajadores temporales. En 1999, el requisito para calificar para una vivienda en El
Milagro era ganar menos que el ingreso medio del 4rea y al menos el 30 por ciento de ese ingreso
provenia de la agricultura. En los dltimos afios, no ha habido restricciones agricolas sobre los
ingresos de los inquilinos.”™

También se produjeron cambios en el complejo a medida que los edificios se mejoraron
fisicamente. Josefina Valenzuela, residente desde hace mucho tiempo, informé en 1996 que en sus
veintiun afios viviendo alli, fue testigo de como la “miseria” se convirtié en lo que el Tzwes-News
parafraseé como “un vecindario més limpio de flores y familia”.”

Figura 5-6. Josefina Valenzuela, haciendo tortillas en su cocina de El Milagro.
Andy Sawyer, The Times-News, September 1, 1996.

8 Harbor, “Migrant Council gets grant to improve accessibility of duplex.”’; Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes
El Milagro.”
79 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”
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Figura 5-7. El ex labrador Antonio Ortega en el ]ardm de su casa en El N[llagro.
Andy Sawyer, The Times-News, September 1, 1996.

Varios servicios y programas enfocados en la juventud han comenzado en El Milagro a lo largo
de los afios. Un programa de campamento de verano Head Start comenzé en El Milagro en 1996,
cuando apoy6 a ochenta y cuatro hijos de trabajadores migrantes, la mayorfa de ellos de ciudades
vecinas. En 2003, Laurell Ingram, residente del area, comenzo6 un ministerio cristiano de alcance
llamado Kids Klub para los nifios que viven en el proyecto de vivienda. Ella y otros voluntarios
organizaron proyectos de limpieza, renovaron aulas y organizaron festividades.”

En los ultimos afios, las organizaciones han trabajado para integrar a los residentes de El Milagro
con la comunidad de Twin Falls. En 2003, la Academia de Musica de Twin Falls Magic Valley formo
el Coro de Niflos El Milagro, abierto a todos los nifios de Twin Falls, para cantar y aprender
espanol. En 2004, el Idaho Migrant Council organizé una celebracién publica de El Dia de los
Niflos para promover la cultura y la conciencia mexicanas. Otra organizacion que conecta a los
miembros de la comunidad con el complejo es YouthBuild El Milagro, que se formé en 2012 para
ayudar a los adolescentes y adultos jévenes con tutorfas individuales.”

80 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”
81 Turner, “Volunteer nurtures El Milagro kids”; “Migrant council hosts children’s event,” 9; Wootton, “Giving Students
a Second Chance.”
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Figura 5-8. Después de quedarse sin hogar inesperadamente, esta familia,
fotografiada en 2016, vivi6é en El Milagro durante casi seis afios y luego pudo
comprar una casa cerca. Drew Nash, Twin Falls Times-News, June 29, 2018.
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Figura 5-9. Un vecino de El Milagro en su cocina en 2018. Community Conncil of
Idaho, 2018 Annual Report.
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6. Japonés-Americanos en ldaho

Inmigracién Japonesa Temprana a Idaho

La inmigracion Japonesa a Estados Unidos comenz6 a finales del siglo XIX. Idaho fue uno de
los primeros estados en los que se establecieron inmigrantes japoneses. Aqui encontraron empleo en
la construccion de ferrocarriles y la industria de la remolacha azucarera. Las fabricas de azicar
construidas a principios del siglo XX en Idaho Falls, Nampa y Sugar City tuvieron éxito en gran
parte gracias a los trabajadores Japoneses.™

Los inmigrantes Japoneses enfrentaron formas crecientes de discriminacion racial poco después
de su llegada a los Estados Unidos. Las leyes aprobadas a nivel federal y estatal prohibian a los
japoneses y otros inmigrantes asiaticos convertirse en ciudadanos naturalizados. En 1913, California
aprobo la primera ley de tierras para extranjeros del pais, que impedia que los extranjeros no
elegibles para la ciudadania compraran tierras. Una década mas tarde, Idaho aprobé una ley de tierras
anti-Japonesa que se inspiré en la de California. La Ley de inmigracion federal de 1924 prohibié la
inmigracién desde Jap6n.®

A pesar de tal racismo, los inmigrantes Japoneses (Issei) y sus hijos nacidos en Estados Unidos
(Nisei) crearon comunidades en el oeste de Estados Unidos. Establecieron organizaciones sociales y
politicas, iglesias, escuelas y periddicos. En 1930, 1.421 personas de ascendencia Japonesa residian en
Idaho. Aunque estaban representados en casi todos los condados, existfan comunidades
concentradas en la region superior del rio Snake, a saber, los condados de Bannock, Bingham y
Bonneyville, y en el condado de Canyon, adyacente a la comunidad Japonesa Estadounidense en el
condado de Malheur en Oregén. La presencia de capitulos de la Liga de Ciudadanos Japoneses
Americanos en Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Rexburg, y Boise Valley subrayé ain mas estas
concentraciones en el sureste y suroeste de Idaho.*

El censo de Estados Unidos de 1940 registré 1,191 personas de ascendencia Japonesa en Idaho.
De esa cifra, el 36 por ciento eran Issei y el 64 por ciento eran Nisei. La disminucion en la
comunidad Japonesa Estadounidense del estado desde 1930 se debio, en parte, a las muertes entre la
primera generacioén de inmigrantes, algunos Issei que se mudaron fuera del estado y Nisei mayores
que abandonaron Idaho en busca de oportunidades educativas y laborales. En la era anterior a la
Segunda Guerra Mundial, los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés operaban aproximadamente 150

82 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism,” accessed October 26, 2020, https://densho.org/a-community-
grows-despite-racism; Robert C. Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” Idaho Yesterdays 22, no. 1 (Spring
1978), 2; Robert C. Sims, “The ‘Tree Zone’ Nikkei: Japanese Americans in Idaho and Eastern Oregon in World War II,”
in Nikkei in the Pacific Northwest: Japanese Americans and Japanese Canadians in the Twentieth Century, ed. Louis Fiset and Gail
M. Nomura, (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2005), 237.

8 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism;” Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” 3.

8 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism;” Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” 3; DeYoung,
Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River Valley, 3.
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granjas en Idaho. Un estudio de 1946 proporcioné informacioén sobre dichas granjas en los valles de
los rios Boise y Snake, en el sureste de Oregon y el suroeste de Idaho, un area conocida hoy como
Treasure Valley. L.a comunidad agricola Japonesa Estadounidense en Boise Valley era pequefia y
estaba dispersa antes de la guerra. Estas granjas producfan principalmente cebollas, patatas,
remolacha azucarera, guisantes, lechugas y zanahorias. .a comunidad de Snake River Valley, por
otro lado, representaba la mayoria de los Japoneses Estadounidenses en Idaho, con una poblacién
estimada de 950 en 1941. Estos agricultores cultivaban principalmente remolacha azucarera, papas y
cebollas. Los residentes Japoneses Estadounidenses en el valle del rio Snake visitaban con frecuencia
las cercanfas de Ontario, Oregdn, que antes de la guerra tenfa un salén comunitario Japonés, un
restaurante Japonés y servicios religiosos budistas bimensuales. El valle del rio Snake en general, y
Ontario en particular, eran conocidos por ser amigables con las personas de ascendencia Japonesa
antes, durante y después de la Segunda Guerra Mundial.”

Remocién Forzosa y Encarcelamiento Durante la
Segunda Guerra Mundial

Estados Unidos entrd en la Segunda Guerra Mundial después del ataque naval imperial Japonés
del 7 de diciembre de 1941 contra una base naval Estadounidense en Peatl Harbor en Honolulu,
Hawaii. Los lideres politicos occidentales utilizaron este ataque, junto con décadas de sentimiento
anti-Japonés, para pedir la expulsion de los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés de la costa oeste. A
pesar de que no hay evidencia de que los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés representaran una
amenaza para la seguridad nacional, el presidente Franklin D. Roosevelt emiti6 la Orden Ejecutiva
9066 el 19 de febrero de 1942. Esto llevo a la expulsion y encarcelamiento forzosos de 120,000

personas de ascendencia Japonesa, dos tercios de las cuales eran Estadounidenses. los ciudadanos.*

El general John L. DeWitt, comandante general del Comando de Defensa Occidental del
Ejército de los EE. UU., Pronto cre6 zonas militares en la costa oeste de las que serfan expulsadas
todas las personas de ascendencia japonesa. El area incluia toda California, las mitades occidentales
de Oregon y Washington y la mitad sur de Arizona. Durante la primavera y el verano de 1942, la
Administracién de Control Civil en Tiempo de Guerra (WCCA) del Ejército de los EE. UU.
Traslado a los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés que vivian en esta area a centros de reunion
temporales. Desde estos centros, los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés fueron trasladados a diez
campos de concentracion permanentes operados por la Autoridad de Reubicacion de Guerra
(WRA). Minidoka, en el condado de Jerome, Idaho, fue uno de estos campamentos. Cada
campamento era similar, con barracones rodeados de alambre de puas y torres de vigilancia. Algunos
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés fueron enviados a otros sitios de confinamiento durante la
guerra, incluidas instalaciones adicionales mantenidas por la WRA, campos de internamiento

8 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 3—6, 13, and 27; KGW staff, “I Wonder: Where
did Tteasute Valley get its name?,” November 13, 2009, https:/ /www.kgw.com/article/news/i-wondet-where-did-
treasure-valley-get-its-name/283-89948631.

8 Densho, “Looking Like the Enemy,” accessed October 26, 2020, https://densho.otrg/looking-like-the-enemy.
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administrados por el Departamento de Justicia y el Ejército de los EE. UU., Estaciones de detencion
de inmigrantes, prisiones federales y campos de trabajo agricola como el de Twin Falls.”’

En diciembre de 1944, la Corte Suprema de Estados Unidos decidié por unanimidad en el caso
Ex parte Mitsuye Endo que el gobierno federal no podia confinar indefinidamente a ciudadanos
Estadounidenses de ascendencia japonesa. Esto llevé al Departamento de Guerra de los Estados
Unidos a permitir que los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés regresaran a la costa oeste. En 1940, el
ultimo de los campos de la WRA cerré. Muchos Estadounidenses de origen Japonés regresaron a la
costa oeste, pero las condiciones cambiaron mucho. Debido al traslado forzoso, la mayoria tuvo que
vender sus propiedades, negocios y viviendas. Después de la guerra, los Estadounidenses de origen
Japonés empezaron de nuevo. Algunos reconstruyeron sus comunidades en la costa oeste, otros
establecieron nuevas comunidades en los estados entre montafias y el medio oeste. El gobierno
federal reconoci6 sus irregularidades con la aprobacion de la Ley de Libertades Civiles de 1988. La
ley incluy6 una disculpa formal del presidente Ronald Reagan, asi como pagos de compensacion de
$20,000 a cada excarcelado sobreviviente.®

Papel en el Desarrollo Agricola

Programa de Licencia Estacional de War Relocation
Authority

Casi la mitad de los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés en la costa oeste habian operado granjas
o trabajado como jornaleros agricolas antes de la guerra. Tras el anuncio de la Orden Ejecutiva 90606,
los intereses comerciales comenzaron a solicitar acceso a esta fuerza laboral potencial. Muchas de
estas solicitudes provinieron de empresas azucareras. El azicar era un producto basico en tiempos
de guerra. Dado que Estados Unidos ya no importaba aztcar de los mercados extranjeros, debido a
la guerra con Japodn, los agricultores Estadounidenses habfan aumentado su superficie cultivada con
remolacha azucarera. En 1942, los agricultores plantaron mas de un millén de acres de remolacha
azucarera, un aumento del 25 por ciento con respecto a la temporada anterior. L.a mayor parte de la
mano de obra existente se habfa marchado a trabajos industriales en tiempos de guerra o al servicio
militar. Los agricultores, especialmente en los estados entre montafias donde se habfan plantado
medio millén de acres, necesitaban desesperadamente trabajadores para cultivar y cosechar la

87 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism”; “Sites of Incarceration,” Densho Encyclopedia, June 12, 2013,
http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Sites%6200f%20incarceration; Brian Niiya, “Militaty Areas 1 and 2, Densho Encyclopedia,
June 10, 2020, https:/ /encyclopedia.densho.org/Military_Areas_1_and_2.

88 Densho, “Japanese American Responses to Incarceration,” accessed October 26, 2020, https://densho.otg/japanese-
american-responses-to-incarceration; Densho, “Writing a Wrong,” accessed October 26, 2020,
https://densho.org/righting-a-wrong.
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cosecha de trabajo intensivo. Las empresas azucareras, que contrataban a los agricultores para
obtener las materias primas, encabezaron los pedidos de mano de obra de reemplazo.”’

El director de la WRA, Milton Eisenhower, convocé una reunién de gobernadores occidentales
a principios de abril de 1942. Durante la reunion, esperaba finalizar los planes para el traslado
forzoso de Japoneses Estadounidenses a campos de concentracion del interior. También queria
explorar las posibilidades de utilizar esta comunidad como fuerza de trabajo agricola. Muchos
gobernadores expresaron sentimientos antijaponeses durante la reunién, pero Chase Clark de Idaho
fue especialmente hostil. Admitié abiertamente su propio racismo, afirmando: “Odiarfa, aunque no
supiera nada al respecto, después de mi muerte, que la gente de Idaho me hiciera responsable en un
momento como este por haber llevado a Idaho lleno de Japonés durante mi administracion. Quiero
admitir desde el principio que tengo tantos prejuicios que mi razonamiento puede estar un poco
fuera de lugar, porque no confio en ninguno de ellos."” El Fiscal General de Idaho declar6 en la
misma reunion que “todos los japoneses deberfan ser enviados a campos de concentracién durante
el resto de la guerra. Queremos que este sea un pais de blancos."”" Clark también abogé por poner a
los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés en campos de concentracion, pero inicialmente protestd
contra la ubicacién de un campo de este tipo en Idaho. También se opuso a traer trabajadores
Japoneses Estadounidenses al estado, a pesar de las protestas de sus electores de que esa mano de

obra se necesitaba desesperadamente.92

Dada la retérica racista expresada por muchos de los gobernadores, asi como los temores de una
posible violencia en las comunidades a las que podrian ser enviados los Estadounidenses de origen
Japonés, Eisenhower decidié que la WRA no seguirfa ningin programa de trabajo agricola por el
momento. LLos funcionarios estatales y locales, sin embargo, tomaron medidas adicionales. El
gobernador de Oregon, Charles Sprague, apel6 al presidente Roosevelt, ya que se necesitaba esa
mano de obra de remolacha azucarera en el condado de Malheur. Fue solo después de que el
presidente ordend a Eisenhower que pusiera esos trabajadores a disposicion de los estados
occidentales que la WCCA y la WRA permitieron a los japoneses-Estadounidenses dejar los centros
de reunioén temporales para trabajar en el campo, a partir de mayo de 1942. Con la crisis laboral en
Idaho, el mismo Clark cedié y permitié que los trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses ingresaran
al estado. En junio, brindé garantia por escrito a la WRA de que el estado pagaria los salarios

8 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 123-24; Morgen Young, “Oregon Plan,” Densho Encyclopedia, March 5, 2020,
http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Oregon%20Plan.

90 WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26, Folder: Relocation of
Japanese: Salt Lake City Meeting: April 7, 1942, 19, Box 7: Meetings and Conferences, Entry 2: Headquarters Records:
Basic Documentation and Informational Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942—-1946, Record Group
210: War Relocation Authority, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.

9T WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26, Folder: Relocation of
Japanese: Salt Lake City Meeting: April 7, 1942, 19, Box 7: Meetings and Conferences, Entry 2: Headquarters Records:
Basic Documentation and Informational Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942—1946, Record Group
210: War Relocation Authority, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.

92 WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26-27; Young, “Oregon Plan”;
Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 125-26; Sims, “The ‘Free Zone’ Nikkei,” 240, 243, 245.
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vigentes a estas personas; brindar proteccion, vivienda, atencion médica y alimentacion; y organizar
todo el transporte.”

El movimiento de los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés de los centros de reuniéon temporales a
las granjas del interior y los campos de trabajo marcé el comienzo del Programa de Licencia
Estacional de la WRA. Entre junio de 1942 y diciembre de 1944, la WRA ayud6 a implementar mas
de 33,000 contratos de trabajo agricola (Ver Tabla 6-1). La WRA defini6 la licencia estacional como
el trabajo agricola que debe realizarse durante un periodo de tiempo especifico en un area
especificamente definida. La mayorfa de las personas y familias con licencia estacional primero
tenfan que ser autorizadas por la Oficina Federal de Investigaciones, luego se les otorgaban permisos
que estipulaban donde y durante cuanto tiempo se les permitia trabajar fuera de los campos de
concentracién. Una vez fuera de temporada, se podia solicitar una licencia indefinida y abandonar
definitivamente los campos de concentracioén, aunque hasta enero de 1945 nadie podia regresar a la
costa oeste. El Programa de Licencia Estacional fue parte de los esfuerzos mas amplios de
reasentamiento de la WRA para trasladar a los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés de forma
permanente lejos de la costa oeste.”

Tabla 6-1. Contratos de mano de obra agricola estacional emitidos, 1942—1944.

Acampar 1942 1943 1944
Centros de Montaje 1,579 _ _
Gila River (AZ) 8 432 362
Granada (CO) 1,401 1,659 819
Heart Mountain (WY) 1,395 2,908 1,731
Jerome (AR) _ 207 36
Manzanar (CA) 1,142 640 870
Minidoka (ID) 1,850 3,822 3,022
Poston (AZ) 816 1,445 859
Rohwer (AR) _ 518 617
Topaz (UT) 686 1,381 1,150
Tule Lake (CA) 990 1,050 1

% Young, “Oregon Plan”; Letter from Milton Eisenhower to Governor Chase Clatk, June 16, 1942; Folder: Idaho, Box
10: Relocation Division: Public Attitude Files, Entry 2: Headquarters Records: Basic Documentation and Informational
Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942-1946, Record Group 210: War Relocation Authority, National
Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC; Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 28.

94 U.S. Department of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority, The Evacuated People: A Quantitative Description
(Washington, DC: War Relocation Authority, 1945), 26; Dillon S. Myer, Uprooted Americans: The Japanese Americans and the
War Relocation Authority During World War II (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1971), 133; War Relocation
Authority, The Relocation Program: A Guidebook for Residents of Relocation Centers (Washington, DC: War Relocation
Authority, May 1943), 2; Daniels, Prisoners Without Trail, 72, 74-75, 77.
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Tabla 6-1. Contratos de mano de obra agricola estacional emitidos, 1942—1944.

Acampar 1942 1943 1944

Total Anual 9,867 14,062 9,467

Contratos Totales Emitidos: 33,396

Source: U.S. Department of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority, The Evacunated People: A Quantitative Description (Washington, DC: War
Relocation Authority, 1945). Aproximadamente el 38% de los trabajadores temporeros durante este periodo procedian de Minidoka.

Contratacion de Trabajadores

Las empresas azucareras fueron las primeras en reclutar activamente a trabajadores Japoneses
Estadounidenses de los centros de concentracion temporal y los campos de concentracion.
Amalgamated Sugar Company, American Crystal Sugar Company, Great Western Sugar Company,
Holly Sugar Company y Utah-Idaho Sugar Company utilizaron mano de obra Japonesa
Estadounidense durante la guerra. Estas empresas colocaron anuncios en periédicos de campos de
concentracion, como los incluidos por Utah-Idaho Sugar y Amalgamated Sugar en Minidoka
Irrigator. Dichos anuncios generalmente enfatizaban el trabajo de temporada como una oportunidad
para escapar de los confines del campamento. Pero también promocionaron el trabajo como el
deber patridtico de los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés, ignorando el hecho de que el gobierno
federal habia encarcelado injustamente a estos ciudadanos Estadounidenses y les habia negado sus
libertades civiles. Los representantes de la compafia azucarera visitaron los lugares de confinamiento
y colocaron avisos de reclutamiento en los tablones de anuncios de los pasillos comunitarios y en
otras areas publicas.”

% Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”
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Figura 6-1. Utah-Idaho Sugar Company, junto con otras compafiias azucareras,
publicaron anuncios de reclutamiento en los periédicos de los campamentos. Esto
fue impreso en una edicién de marzo de 1943 del Minidoka Irrigator. National
Abrchives and Records Administration, Washington DC, Record Group 210.
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Figura 6-2. Un anuncio de contratacion de Amalgamated Sugar Company en una
edicion de mayo de 1943 del Minidoka Irrigator destacaba especificamente las
viviendas en el campamento de Twin Falls. National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington DC, Record Group 210.
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Representantes de las empresas azucareras y del Servicio de Empleo de los EE. UU. Atendieron
las oficinas de empleo en los centros de reunién y los campos de concentracion. En estas oficinas,
las personas revisaron los contratos de los agricultores. Dichos contratos estipulaban el trabajo
esperado, los salarios y la vivienda. Se ofreci6 una variedad de viviendas, desde viviendas en granjas
privadas hasta campos de trabajo permanentes y méviles operados por la Farm Security
Administration (FSA). Este tltimo generalmente ofrecia mejores condiciones de vida que las
viviendas privadas, como lo demostré un hombre Estadounidense de origen Japonés que informé
que vivia en una choza en ruinas en la propiedad de un granjero que, segun ¢él, no era mejor que un
gallinero.”

Inicialmente, fue dificil reclutar trabajadores, ya que no estaba claro cémo las comunidades
locales podrian recibir a los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés. Cuando los representantes de la
compania azucarera visitaron el Puyallup Assembly Center en junio de 1942, encontraron un recorte
de periddico que describia un discurso que el gobernador Clark habia dado al Club de Leones en
Grangeville, Idaho, el 22 de mayo. En lo que se conocié como el "discurso de la rata," Clark declaré
que “los japoneses viven como ratas, se reproducen como ratas y actian como ratas. No los
queremos. . . ubicado permanentemente en nuestro estado."” Muchos Estadounidenses de origen
Japonés tenfan miedo de viajar a 4reas que demostraban actitudes tan abiertamente racistas.”

La recepcioén de los trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses en las comunidades locales vario.
Las personas que participaron en el Programa de Licencia Estacional compartieron informacion a
través de cartas o articulos en los periédicos del campamento sobre sus experiencias. Los que
trabajaban en el oeste de Idaho y el este de Oregon en general informaron haber sido bien recibidos,
mientras que los que trabajaban en Montana experimentaron una hostilidad flagrante. Algunas
empresas, incluidas algunas en Twin Falls, se negaron a atender a los clientes Japoneses
Estadounidenses.”

Pero suficientes Japoneses Estadounidenses informaron a los centros de reuniéon y campos de
concentracion que las condiciones eran favorables y que un numero cada vez mayor de personas se
inscribi6 para trabajos agricolas en 1942 y 1943. Inicialmente, la mayoria de los hombres se
inscribieron para ese trabajo, pero a medida que continué el Programa de Licencia Estacional, mas
mujeres y familias abandonaron los campos de concentracion en busca de oportunidades de trabajo
agricola. La gente abandoné las instalaciones de la WRA por muchas razones: la capacidad de ganar
mejores salarios, ya que podian ganar mas en unos pocos dias que en un mes trabajando en los
campamentos; la oportunidad de escapar del alambre de puas y de los guardias armados; y la

oportunidad de contribuir al esfuerzo bélico.!™

% Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 132-33.

97 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127.

%8 Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” 7; Letter from Hito Okada to Governor Charles Sprague, May
25,1942, Marvin Gavin Pursinger Collection on Japanese American Relocation, Oregon Historical Society, Portland.
9 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 131; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”

100 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127-29.
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Seichi Hayashida, en una historia oral de 1989, hablé de su decision de incorporarse al trabajo
agricola en 1942:

... Para obtener una licencia, para salir del campamento, tenifas que responder
muchas preguntas, y era una licencia temporal. No te ibas de forma permanente.
Tuvimos que regresar en tantos meses ... Y como éramos agricultores, yo era
agricultor, mi esposa era de una familia de agricultores, asi que ese era el tnico
trabajo que estaba realmente abierto en ese momento, el primer afio, trabajo agricola.
en el este de Oregon, oeste de Idaho y por eso salimos, porque no me gusto la vida
en el campamento, ya sabes, estar encerrado en una milla cuadrada con otras 10,000
personas. Entonces, esta es la razén por la que salimos tan pronto como pudimos.
Pasé menos tiempo en campamentos que la mayoria de la gente."!

Carl Nomura dejé Manzanar para trabajar en una granja en Idaho en 1942. Primero fue a un
campamento movil de la FSA en Paul y luego vivié en un antiguo campamento del Cuerpo de
Conservacién Civil convertido en una instalacion permanente de la FSA en Rupert. En sus
memorias de 2003, record6 que “se desarroll6 una enorme escasez de mano de obra en Idaho, Utah,
Montana y Colorado cuando los agricultores perdieron a sus trabajadores en el esfuerzo de guerra.
Desesperados, los agricultores acudian a nosotros en busca de ayuda. A nosotros, a su vez, se nos
ofreci6 la oportunidad de aventurarnos fuera de la cerca de alambre de ptias."'"” Aunque escapé del
alambre de puas, escribié que todavia estaba bajo vigilancia mientras estaba en los campos de
trabajo.'”

101 Seichi and Chiyeko Hayashida Oral History, September 7, 1989, IEPBS/Histoty of Idaho #87, Idaho State Atchives,
Boise.

102 Catl Nomura, Skeping on Potatoes: A Lunipy Adventure from Manzanar to the Corporate Tower (Bellingham, WA: Eramus
Books, 2003), 56-59.

193 Nomura, Steeping on Potatoes, 59.
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Figura 6-3. Los trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses del campamento de Twin Falls
hicieron cortinas con sacos de azucar vacios de Amalgamated Sugar Company. La
compafifa reclut6 en gran medida a Estadounidenses de origen Japonés para la mano de
obra de remolacha azucarera que tanto necesitaba en la década de 1940. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-073755-D.

Representantes de Amalgamated Sugar Company llegaron al Centro de Asambleas de
Sacramento en California el 28 de mayo de 1942 para reclutar trabajadores para cultivar remolacha
azucarera en Idaho. Un pequeno grupo firmé contratos para trabajar en los 6,500 acres de
remolacha azucarera del condado de Twin Falls, y se les pagara el salario vigente de $9.50 por acre o
cuarenta y cinco centavos la hora. Se les dio la opcién de vivir en un campamento de la FSA o en
viviendas proporcionadas por agricultores locales. El 2 de junio, treinta y cinco hombres y una mujer
llegaron al campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls. Fueron los primeros
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés que vivieron y trabajaron en el campamento.'”

Los representantes de la compania azucarera también fueron reclutados en los campos de
concentraciéon de WRA, una vez que abrieron en el verano y otofio de 1942. Los trabajadores
llegaron al campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls de Heart Mountain, Manzanar,
Minidoka y Poston. Ubicado a menos de veintidés millas del campamento de Twin Falls, Minidoka
proporciond el flujo més constante de trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses entre 1942 y 1944.'"

104 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127; Ed. Lawson Fusao Inada, Only What We Conld Carry (Betkeley, CA:
Heyday, 2000), 419; “Beet Workers to Go to Idaho,” Walerga Wasp, May 30, 1942; “Additional 22 Leave for Idaho,”
Walerga Wasp, June 10, 1942.

105 “Beet workers leave,” Manzanar Free Press, October 5, 1942; “Many Leave Minidoka for Idaho Farms,” Pacific Citizen,
September 24, 1942; “Many Residents Leave Hunt for Outside Work,” Minidoka Irrigator, October 23, 1943.

60 | El Milagro: Un Contexto Historico/A Historic Context



Figura 6-4. Un obrero Japonés-Estadounidense fotografiado en el
campamento de Twin Falls en julio de 1942. Representantes de la
Amalgamated Sugar Company comenzaron a reclutar Japoneses-
Estadounidenses para el campamento de Twin Falls en el centro de
reunién temporal en Sacramento, California, en mayo de 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-
073759-D.
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Contribuciones a la Agricultura

Figura 6-5. Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés que vivian en el campamento de
Twin Falls trabajaban principalmente con cultivos como la remolacha azucarera, las
papas y las cebollas. Estos trabajadores no identificados fueron fotografiados en julio
de 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, L.C-
USF34-073809-E.

Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés contribuyeron a la agricultura en los Estados Unidos.
En 1942, durante el primer afio del Programa de Licencia Estacional de la WRA, gran parte del
trabajo se centré en el cultivo y la cosecha de remolacha azucarera en los estados entre montafias.
Un articulo de junio de 1942 en el Pacific Citizen incluia la declaraciéon de un representante del
Servicio de Empleo de los Estados Unidos de que los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés habian
rescatado la cosecha de remolacha azucarera de Idaho por $16 millones esa primavera. El mismo
articulo sefialé que los trabajadores no estaban bajo vigilancia armada. Sin embargo, estaban bajo
vigilancia en los campos de trabajo, con el movimiento fuera de los campos restringido y los
visitantes externos limitados. A fines de 1942, los funcionarios estatales y locales, los representantes
de las companias azucareras y los agricultores acreditaron a los japoneses-Estadounidenses por haber
salvado las cosechas de remolacha azucarera en Idaho, asi como en Montana, Wyoming y Utah.'”

106 “Japanese Workers Save Idaho Beet Crop,” Pacific Citizen, June 18, 1942, 1, 7; Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and
Loading,” 134.
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Figura 6-6. Japonés Estadounidense no identificado que vivia en el campamento de
Twin Falls en 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT
Collection, LC-USF34-073811-E.

Figura 6-7. Gran parte del trabajo agricola era un trabajo pesado, con los
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés inclinados en los campos raleando remolacha
azucarera o cosechando papas. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FS.A-
OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073812-E.
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Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés también proporcionaron mano de obra para otros
cultivos en Idaho, como papas, cebollas y frutas de arboles. En el otofio de 1943, los intereses
locales reconocieron a los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés por salvar las cosechas de remolacha
azucarera y papa ese afio.'”’

Cuando finaliz6 el Programa de Licencia Estacional a fines de 1944, mas de la mitad de los
participantes habian podido convertir su licencia estacional en licencia indefinida de los campos de
concentracion. Durante los tres afios del programa, se estimé que los trabajadores Japoneses
Estadounidenses habfan ahorrado una quinta parte de la superficie cultivada de remolacha azucarera
del pais.'”

Comunidad Japonesa Americana de Posguerra en Idaho

Miles de Japoneses Estadounidenses vivieron y trabajaron en Idaho durante la Segunda Guerra
Mundial. Muchos llegaron con permisos de vacaciones estacionales emitidos por la WRA, lo que les
permitié abandonar los centros de reuniéon temporales y los campos de concentraciéon por un
periodo de tiempo. Entre los campos de concentracion, la mayoria de los trabajadores provenian de
Minidoka, pero también llegaron otros desde el rio Gila, Granada (Amache), Heart Mountain,
Manzanar, Poston, Topaz y Tule Lake. Algunas personas y familias pudieron obtener un empleo
permanente y trabajaron con la WRA para convertir su licencia estacional en licencia indefinida.'”

Después de la guerra, 3,932 Estadounidenses de origen Japonés se reasentaron en Idaho.
Muchos hogares establecieron en Treasure Valley, un area que cubre los valles de Boise y Snake
River, asi como en el condado de Malheur, Oregon. Los condados de Idaho que vieron el mayor
aumento de residentes Japoneses Estadounidenses en el periodo de posguerra fueron Canyon,
Payette y Washington, con concentraciones particulares cerca de las ciudades de Caldwell, Payette y
Weiser. Todos estos condados limitan con el condado de Malheur, Oregdn, cuya comunidad
Japonesa Estadounidense creci6 de 137 en 1940 a 1,170 en 1950, un aumento del 750 por ciento.
Muchos Issei, Nisei y Sansei (tercera generacion) se establecieron en el Valle del Tesoro después de
la guerra, y lo encontraron mas acogedor que las casas que se habian visto obligados a abandonar en
la costa oeste. La ciudad de Ontario sirvié como centro de la comunidad Japonesa Estadounidense
de Treasure Valley, con restaurantes japoneses y tiendas de comestibles, una planta de fabricacién de
tofu, un templo budista, una iglesia metodista y la practica médica dirigida por un médico Japonés
Estadounidense.""

La poblacién Estadounidense de origen Japonés en Magic Valley en el sur de Idaho no
experimenté el mismo crecimiento de posguerra que Treasure Valley. Entre 1940 y 1950, 1a
comunidad Japonesa Estadounidense del condado de Twin Falls, sitio del campamento de Twin

W7 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise V'alley and Snake River 1V alley, 7.

108 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 136; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”

10 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River 1 alley, 7.

110 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading: Japanese Americans and Beet Sugar in World War I1,” 137; DeYoung,
Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River 1 alley, 27-30.
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Falls, creci6 de cuarenta y seis a setenta y ocho. El condado de Jerome, donde se encontraba
Minidoka, obtuvo solo un residente Estadounidense de origen Japonés durante el mismo periodo,
segun los registros del censo federal. Aunque los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés sin duda
contribuyeron a la agricultura en el sur de Idaho, la mayoria no se estableci6é de forma permanente
en esta parte del estado en los afios inmediatos de la posguerra.'"

11 Sims, “The ‘Free Zone’ Nikkei,” 249.
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/. Comunidad Latina en Idaho

Contribuciones Tempranas de los Trabajadores
Mexicanos en la Agricultura Regional

Los Latinos!'"?

México que se mudaban al norte para trabajar como mineros, jornaleros agricolas, ferroviarios,

comenzaron a llegar a Idaho en la década de 1860. La mayorfa eran hombres de

empacadores de mulas, tramperos y ganaderos. En 1870, la Oficina del Censo de los Estados Unidos
registr6 sesenta personas de ascendencia Latina viviendo en el territorio de Idaho. Pocos se
asentaron en la region en el siglo XIX '3

La inmigracién mexicana a Idaho aumento en las primeras décadas del siglo XX. A medida que
se expandia la industria agricola del estado, los agricultores necesitaban mano de obra para satisfacer
las crecientes demandas. El gobierno federal eximi6 a los trabajadores Latinos de las leyes de
inmigracion recientemente aprobadas que tenfan como objetivo ciertas nacionalidades, exigian
pruebas de alfabetizacion e imponfan otras restricciones. Se alentd a los hombres a inmigrar con sus
familias, en un esfuerzo por evitar que rompan los contratos laborales y desalentar la integraciéon en
las comunidades de Idaho."* En una historia oral, Felicitas Pérez Garcia recordé haberse mudado
con su esposo a Shelley en 1910 para trabajar en una planta procesadora de remolacha azucarera. No
pudieron encontrar ninguna vivienda, por lo que finalmente construyeron su casa y muebles. Ella
recordo: “Hice mi cama con tablas y las sabanas con sacos de maiz. Coserfa cuatro juntos. Luego
cogi un poco de pasto, o lo que fuera, y lo puse en el medio... harfa todo lo posible. Encontrarfamos

casas que quedaron vacias y conseguiriamos cosas. Hice cortinas con los sacos de harina." '

La demanda de trabajadores agricolas aumentd durante la Primera Guerra Mundial y las
empresas azucareras contrataron directamente trabajadores Mexicanos para plantar, cultivar y
cosechar remolacha azucarera. La Utah-Idaho Sugar Company contraté a unos 1,500 Mexicanos en
1918 para trabajar tanto en Utah como en Idaho. Poco después de su llegada a Idaho, muchos
trabajadores presentaron quejas ante el consulado mexicano en California. Afirmaron que sus
salarios, vivienda y disponibilidad de trabajo no eran los que habian acordado con los reclutadores
de la empresa azucarera. En respuesta, William McVety, comisionado laboral del estado de Idaho,
investigd las condiciones de los trabajadores Mexicanos que viven en Twin Falls, Idaho Falls y
Blackfoot. El ex gobernador de Idaho, William J. McConnell, realizé investigaciones adicionales en

112 Este contexto utiliza el término latino en lugar de latinx, siguiendo la practica actual del Consejo Comunitario de
Idaho. La erudicién histérica moderna a menudo usa el término Latinx en referencia a personas que viven en los
Estados Unidos y tienen vinculos ancestrales y culturales con América Latina. Latinx es un término inclusivo y neutral en
cuanto al género que reemplaza a Latino y Latina.

113 Mary Malone, “Hispanic history of Idaho,” University of Idaho Argonant, October 16, 2014; McFatland, “Growing
Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history,” Idaho State Journal, August 15, 2015.

114 McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history;” Foy, “°“We do not like the Mexican.”

115 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”
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Blackfoot. Informes posteriores destacaron el racismo que enfrentan estos trabajadores, pero a
menudo culparon a los Mexicanos por las condiciones a las que se enfrentaban. Poco cambi6 para
los trabajadores Latinos, que continuaron siendo reclutados tanto por empresas como por
agricultores en las décadas de 1920 y 1930. La activista cultural e historiadora Ana Marfa Nevarez-
Schachtell descubrié que esos reclutadores les hacfan promesas a los inmigrantes Mexicanos que
nunca cumplieron."® Estos individuos, segin Nevarez-Schachtell, “decidieron correr el riesgo y dejar
a sus familias, sus tierras, empezar una nueva vida y venir a El Norte, y quedaron muy
desilusionados. Primero que nada, no habia respeto por los derechos humanos y las empresas que

les ofrecian vivienda y buenos salatios... todo era mentira.”'"’

El Programa Bracero

A medida que avanzaba el siglo XX, continuaron las demandas de mano de obra agricola en
Idaho. Los proyectos de recuperacion en Idaho convirtieron millones de acres de tierras aridas en
tierras de cultivo viables a fines de la década de 1930. LLa década siguiente, la escasez de mano de
obra agricola afecté a muchos estados del oeste y entre montanas, incluido Idaho. El inicio de la
Segunda Guerra Mundial agoté los grupos anteriores de trabajadores agricolas, ya que muchos se
fueron a trabajos industriales en tiempos de guerra o se unieron al ejército. En 1942, la crisis laboral
amenazo la produccion agricola. En respuesta, los gobiernos de Estados Unidos y México emitieron
una serie de acuerdos que permiten a millones de Mexicanos trabajar bajo contrato en Estados
Unidos por cortos periodos de tiempo. En agosto de 1942, el presidente Franklin D. Roosevelt
emiti6 una orden ejecutiva que estableci6 el Programa de Trabajo Agricola Mexicano.'"®

El Programa de Trabajo Agricola Mexicano era mas conocido como el Programa Bracero, el
nombre de los trabajadores Mexicanos que trabajaban con sus brazos y manos, siendo “brazo” la
palabra en espafol por brazo. A nivel nacional, el programa dur6 desde 1942 hasta 1964, con
aproximadamente 4,6 millones de contratos emitidos. I.a mayoria eran contratos de trabajo agricola,
pero los braceros también trabajaron en la construcciéon y mantenimiento de ferrocarriles durante la
década de 1940. A través del programa, un bracero ingresaba a Estados Unidos con un contrato de
seis o doce meses. Luego fue asignado a una regién particular del pafs. Una vez que expiraba un
contrato, se requerfa que el bracero regresara a México. Alli podtria firmar otro contrato y luego
regresar a Hstados Unidos a trabajar. Durante la guerra, varias agencias del gobierno federal se
coordinaron con empresas agricolas privadas y agricultores para supervisar el reclutamiento, el

transporte, la vivienda y la subsistencia de los trabajadores.'”

116 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”

17 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”

118 Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 26; Bracero History Archive, accessed November 25, 2020,

http:/ /braceroarchive.org/about; Jerty Garcia, “Bracero Program,” Oregon Encyclopedia, August 17, 2018,

https:/ /www.otegonencyclopedia.org/atticles/bracero_program/#.X76MFVB7IhE.

19 R. H. Cottrell, Beet-Sugar Economics (Caldwell, ID: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1952), 58; Bracero History Archive;
Garcia, “Bracero Program.”
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Figura 7-1. Bracero cosechando papas en Oregon. Oregon State
University Special Collections and Archives, P120:2734.

Mas de 15,000 Mexicanos fueron reclutados para trabajar en Idaho a través del Programa
Bracero. Constituyeron el mayor porcentaje de trabajadores agricolas transportados por agencias
federales durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial. Otros grupos de trabajadores reclutados para
proporcionar mano de obra agricola critica en tiempos de guerra fueron los inmigrantes blancos, los
nativos americanos, los Jamaiquinos y los japoneses americanos (consulte el Capitulo 6 para obtener
mas informacion sobre los japoneses americanos en Idaho). En 1946, los braceros representaban el
70 por ciento de los trabajadores no locales en la Division Noroeste del Servicio de Extension de
EE. UU.,, Un area que incluye Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Utah, Montana, y Wyoming.'*’

Tabla 7-1. Braceros en Idaho, 1942-1947

1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947

Desconocido 1,779 4434 3,728 3,241 2,434

Source: Erasmo Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War I1: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942—1947 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1990),
58.

120 Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War II, 57-58.
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Amalgamated Sugar Company recluté a los primeros trabajadores Mexicanos en el campo de
trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls en 1942. No se sabe si estos individuos fueron reclutados a
través del Programa Bracero o mediante esfuerzos privados de la empresa. Los trabajadores se
unieron a otros que ya vivian en el campo, incluidos inmigrantes blancos y Estadounidenses de
origen Japonés. Para 1947, mas de mil Mexicanos estaban trabajando en el area de Twin Falls, y al
menos cincuenta vivian en el campamento de Twin Falls.'”

Los Estadounidenses de origen Japonés encarcelados por el gobierno federal durante la Segunda
Guerra Mundial habian proporcionado un flujo constante de trabajadores agricolas. Los
Estadounidenses de origen Japonés llegaron al campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria Twin Falls
desde varios campos de concentracion, y Minidoka proporcioné el mayor numero de trabajadores.
Cuando el ejército Estadounidense comenzo a reclutar hombres Estadounidenses de origen Japonés,
la fuerza laboral disponible se redujo casi a la mitad. Las empresas azucareras, los agricultores y otros
intereses dependian cada vez mis de los trabajadores Mexicanos a través del Programa Bracero.'”

Los Mexicanos que participaron en el programa enfrentaron una discriminacion y racismo
considerables en todo Estados Unidos. En Idaho, los braceros organizaron huelgas para protestar
contra el maltrato, los bajos salarios y las malas condiciones de vivienda. En 1945, Victor Prock,
mientras vivia y trabajaba en el campo de trabajo de la granja migratoria T'win Falls, fue arrestado
por ser un agitador laboral. Buscaba un aumento de un centavo para la cobertura de cebolla y habia
intentado reunir a otros trabajadores a su alrededor. Fue multado con diez ddlares. En 1946, cientos
de trabajadores Mexicanos en Treasure Valley se declararon en huelga. Ellos protestaron contra los
productores locales de remolacha azucarera que habfan fijado salarios por hora veinte centavos mas
bajos que la tarifa establecida por el servicio de extension. Desde los campos de trabajo en Nampa,
Marsing, Franklin y Upper Deer Flat, los trabajadores marcharon por las calles de Nampa y se
negaron a trabajar hasta que se alcanzara el salario estandar. Los agricultores acordaron pagar los
salarios, pero los funcionarios del condado amenazaron con deportar a cualquiera que violara los
términos de la huelga. El consulado mexicano en Salt Lake City intervino repetidamente a favor de
los braceros en huelga. A fines de 1940, el gobierno mexicano se nego a enviar trabajadores
adicionales hasta que mejoraran las condiciones.'”

La continuacién de la discriminacién, asi como las condiciones de vida y de trabajo deficientes,
llevaron al cierre del Programa Bracero en Idaho en 1948. El programa continué a nivel nacional
durante otros dieciséis afios. Como en otras partes de los Estados Unidos, el programa cred una red

121 Data and Observations on Specific Farm Labor Sites: May 30, 1943 in Burley; Folder: 201.3 Idaho; Box 24:
Intermountain Area, Salt Lake City, UT 001 to 203.8; Entry 47: Field Records; Records of Regional and Field Assistant
Director’s Offices, San Francisco: Subject-Classified General Files, 1943—-1946; Record Group 210: War Relocation
Authority; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area
Through Harvest,” Times-News, July 18, 1947.

122 “Draft to Affect Farm Labor Supply in Idaho,” Minidoka Irrigator, April 15, 1944.

123 “Agitator at Camp Fined for Attack,” Times-News, September 26, 1945,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect
on heritage.”
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informal de migracion de México a Idaho. Muchos braceros permanecieron en el estado después de
que expiraron sus contratos y ayudaron a hacer crecer la comunidad Latina de la region.'*

La Comunidad Crece

Las personas y familias Latinas continuaron mudandose al norte después de que termin el
Programa Bracero. La gente emigré de California y Texas a Idaho por trabajo. Las empresas
azucareras continuaron reclutando trabajadores Latinos. Amalgamated Sugar Company, con fabricas
en Nampa, Idaho y Nyssa, Oregon, recluté familias Mexicanas de Rio Grande Valley, Texas, para
trabajar en los campos de remolacha azucarera desde la primavera hasta el otofio. Las empresas,

desesperadas por tener trabajadores, a veces ofrecian préstamos para cubrir los gastos de viaje.'”

Una vez que terminoé la temporada de remolacha azucarera, las familias migrantes pasaron a la
siguiente oportunidad laboral. Humberto Fuentes, fundador del Idaho Migrant Council, recordé el
movimiento anual de su propia familia, “Desde Nampa, {bamos al este de Idaho para la cosecha de
papa en el area de Pocatello y Blackfoot. Desde alli, nos dirigirfamos al oeste de Texas donde
trabajarfamos durante dos o tres semanas. Luego, regresariamos al Valle del Rio Grande alrededor de

noviembre o a tiempo para Navidad. Al afio siguiente, volvimos a hacer lo mismo.""*

Esta nueva ola de trabajadores Latinos enfrent6 una discriminacion similar a la de los braceros
antes que ellos. Los Latinos experimentaron racismo en los procesos de contratacion, la obtencion
de vivienda y en negocios como restaurantes y cines. Esperanza Garcia se mudo por primera vez a
Idaho en 1955. Al igual que otros Mexicanos en ese momento, la entonces joven de diecisiete afios y
su familia habfan sido reclutados en Texas por agricultores de Idaho. Durante algunos afios,
siguieron las oportunidades laborales de los inmigrantes en Idaho, Oregon, California y Texas. Ella y
su familia finalmente se establecieron en el condado de Canyon, Idaho. Recordé que “La situacion
en Idaho en esos afios ... a menudo hablamos de los carteles que decian, 'No se permiten perros ni
Mexicanos'. La discriminacion estaba muy viva. No sabias hablar espafiol en una tienda. Te dirfan
que hables inglés o te vayas ". El mexicano-Estadounidense Antonio Rodriguez recuerda que a partir
de 1959, se colocaron carteles en los negocios de Nampa que decfan que no servirfan a judios,
Mexicanos o Nativos Americanos.'”’

124 McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population patt of Idaho’s history;” Garcia, “Bracero Program.”

125 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

126 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

127 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage,”; Thomas Murillo, oral history recorded May 13, 1991,
https://contentlibraties.wsu.edu/digital/ collection/imls_3/id/693/rec/6; Antonio Rodriguez, oral history recorded
November 5, 1991, https://content.libraties.wsu.edu/digital/ collection/imls_3/id/1325/rec/3.
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Figura 7-2. Los trabajadores migrantes en Twin Falls organizaron una fiesta de
trabajadores migrantes en 1957. Idabo State Historical Society, 76-102.65a.

En los ultimos afios, el nimero de trabajadores temporales en Idaho ha disminuido. Esto se
debe en parte a una mayor industrializaciéon de las operaciones agricolas, lo que significa que se
necesitan menos personas para realizar el trabajo en los campos y las fabricas, y porque mas
trabajadores que antes eran temporales se estan estableciendo en las comunidades. Lucinda Padilla,
enlace migrante del Distrito Escolar de Twin Falls, sefial6 en 2016 que la mayoria de las familias no
quieren que sus hijos se muden y corren el riesgo de faltar a la escuela. Ese afo, la coordinadora de
migrantes del distrito, Abby Montano, estimé que el 80 por ciento de las familias a las que servian en
el programa de migrantes del distrito escolar se estaban volviendo "mas estables" y no seguian los
ciclos laborales anuales en otras ciudades.'”

128 Julie Wootton-Greener, “Migrant Numbers Drop, but Big Needs Persist,” Times-News, May 29, 2016;
www.magicvalley.com.
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Figura 7-3. Hijos de trabajadores migrantes en Twin Falls en preescolar en 2015. Clark
Corbin, 1daho Ed News.

Comunidad Latino en Idaho Hoy

La inmigracién de México a Idaho continué creciendo a fines del siglo XX. La inmigracion de
otros paises de América Latina, particularmente de América Central, también se expandio a fines del
siglo XX y principios del XXI. Cada vez mas, la comunidad Latina en Idaho, como todo Estados
Unidos, esta formada por ciudadanos Estadounidenses.'”

LLa comunidad Latina es la poblacion de mas rapido crecimiento en Idaho. Segun el
Departamento de Trabajo de Idaho, entre 2010 y 2019, la poblacién Latina aumenté en un 30.5 por
ciento. Los Latinos representan el 12.8 por ciento de la poblacién de Idaho, menos que el resto del

pais con un 18.5 por ciento de poblacién Latina en general."™”

A partir de 2019, Twin Falls y el Magic Valley circundante contienen la mayor proporcion de
Latinos en el estado, con un 24.7 por ciento. Esto se debe principalmente a las granjas y las
operaciones de procesamiento de alimentos que emplean a trabajadores Latinos. Otras regiones de
Idaho contenfan las siguientes poblaciones Latinas, a partir de 2019: suroeste, 14.1 por ciento;
sureste, 11.9 por ciento; este, 11.7 por ciento; norte, 4.5 por ciento; y centro norte, 4.2 por ciento."!

129 McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history.”

130 Nicole Foy, “Report: Idaho’s Latino population grew faster than the rest of the state’s last year,” Idabo Statesman
(Boise), July 18, 2020, http://www.newsbank.com.

131 Foy, “Report: Idaho’s Latino population grew faster than the rest of the state’s last year.”
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LLa comunidad Latina ha tenido presencia en Idaho desde antes de que fuera un estado. Como
reflexiond la activista e historiadora Ana Marfa Nevarez-Schachtell, “el trabajador Mexicano es una
parte muy importante del estado de Idaho, pero lamentablemente la historia quedé fuera de los
libros de historia. El trabajador Mexicano ha sufrido mucha discriminacién y aqui estamos, tantos
afios después, todavia luchando.”"”

132 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”
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8. Trabajadores Agricolas de BIPOC en
ldaho Hoy

Negros, Indigenas, y Personas de Color en la Industria
Agricola de Idaho

El desarrollo y el éxito de la industria agricola de Idaho ha dependido del trabajo de la gente de
color. Ademas de los trabajadores Japoneses Estadounidenses y Latinos tratados en profundidad en
este contexto debido a su conexién con El Milagro, los negros, Indigenas, y otras personas de color
han hecho contribuciones al crecimiento agricola de Idaho. Los registros de 1943 indican que
cincuenta Jamaiquinos vivian en el campamento (algunos de los 550 Jamaiquinos que la Farm
Security Administration dispuso para ir a trabajar a Idaho ese afo), y en 19406, quince personas
negras residian en el campamento. Los trabajadores agricolas negros también llegaron a Idaho desde
Arizona en la década de 1950 para trabajar en los campos. Aunque la investigacion inicial no conectd
a los pueblos indigenas con El Milagro directamente, los navajos llegaron a Twin Falls en 1946 para
cosechar remolacha azucarera durante lo que el Idaho Statesman llamé una "escasez critica de
trabajadores de la cosecha," una escasez que amenaz6 a la industria agricola durante e
inmediatamente después. Segunda Guerra Mundial (consulte los capitulos 3, 6, y 7 para obtener mas
informacion sobre esta escasez).”” La cobertura de los periédicos de 1970 indica que la industria
agricola de Idaho continué siendo asistida por pueblos indigenas que vivian fuera del estado, con
800 indigenas reclutados de Nuevo México para mover aspersores en grandes proyectos de riego en
1969 y 1970.7*

Las personas de color realizan un trabajo crucial en la industria agricola de Idaho, ademas de
trabajar en tecnologfa, silvicultura, construccion, atenciéon médica y otras industrias. En 2016, mas de
4,000 personas llegaron a Idaho como trabajadores invitados, muchos de ellos de México. Muchos
refugiados de pafses como Afganistan, Birmania, Congo, Eritrea, Irak, y Sudan se han asentado en
Twin Falls en los altimos afios. Un articulo de 2016 del Washington Post discutié la codependencia
entre los residentes blancos de Twin Falls y los refugiados recientes. Si bien el racismo entre algunos
residentes locales ha creado una oposicion vocal a la inmigracion y la comunidad de refugiados, la
industria agricola depende del trabajo de nuevos inmigrantes y refugiados. El articulo sefiala que los
empleadores de las granjas y fabricas del condado de Twin Falls dijeron que "se perdetian sin la
fuerza laboral de bajos salarios". Un representante de la Asociacioén de Lecheros de Idaho dijo: "Lo

133 “School Students, Indians Helping In Labor Shortage,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), October 31, 1946: 12,
http://www.newsbank.com.

13# Idaho Agricultural Labor Market Report, week ending October 16, 1943; Folder: Region XI: Idaho: 1943; Box 14;
Entry: 199 Farm Labor Market Reports, 1941-1943, Region XI; Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission;
National Archives & Records Administration, College Park, MD; Idabo Statesman, “Contingent of Negroes to Arrive in
May for Spring Crop Work,” April 11, 1951: 13, https:/ /www.newsbank.com/; Idaho Statesman (Boise), March 18, 1970:
28, https:/ /www.newsbank.com/; DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 17.
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unico que escuchamos repetidamente de diferentes empleadores es que continuamente tienen pocos

empleados ... Estamos en una situacion en la que esta fuerza de trabajo viene hacia nosotros."'”

Figura 8-1. Establecido en 1980, el Centro de Refugiados del College of Southern
Idaho ofrece muchos programas para ayudar a los refugiados recién llegados a Twin
Falls. Pat Sutphin, Times-News, July 2017.

Vivienda de Temporada y de Bajos Ingresos en Twin
Falls

Muchas comunidades en Magic Valley y en otras partes de Idaho estan creciendo y necesitan
viviendas de calidad para trabajadores temporales y personas de bajos ingresos. Community Council
of Idaho opera cuatro complejos de viviendas en el sur de Idaho ademas de El Milagro: Colonia de
Colores, en Twin Falls; Proyecto Esperanza, en Heyburn; El Rancho Grand Estates, en American
Falls; y Colonia Cesar Chavez, en Blackfoot.'

En 2018, el Community Council of Idaho comenzé un esfuerzo para reconstruir El Milagro, con
el objetivo de crear un espacio de reunién comunitario y viviendas asequibles. La organizacion tiene

135 Audrey Dutton, “Farm to Cubicle, Idaho’s Workforce has Thousands,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), June 16, 2016,
http://www.newsbank.com; Chico Hatlan, “In Twin Falls, Idaho, co-dependency of whites and immigrants faces a
test,” Washington Post (Washington, DC) November 17, 2016, https:/ /www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/in-
twin-falls-idaho-co-dependency-of-whites-and-immigrants-faces-a-test/2016/11/17/£243f0da-ac0f-11e6-a31b-
4b6397e625d0_story.html; Megan Taros, “CSI Refugee Center continues services despite cuts,” Tzmes-News, January 14,
2020, www.magicvalley.com.

136 Community Council of Idaho, “2019 Year End Report” (Caldwell: Community Council of Idaho, 2019),

https:/ /communitycouncilofidaho.otg/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2019-CCIdaho-Annual-Report.pdf.
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un plan de tres fases para reformar el complejo, construir todas las viviendas nuevas, un parque
empresarial profesional para empresas sin fines de lucro y un espacio de reunién comunitaria para
programas para jovenes, clinicas de salud, servicios dentales, laboratorios de computacién y areas
recreativas. En dltima instancia, el proyecto busca ampliar la capacidad, de 95 unidades en total en
2019 a aproximadamente 240 unidades."”

La Fase I del proyecto, la construccion de sesenta unidades de vivienda, fue seleccionada para
Créditos Tributarios para Viviendas de Bajos Ingresos en 2018. El Consejo Comunitario de Idaho
estima que el costo de la Fase I es de $10 millones. L.a organizacion esta llevando a cabo una
campana de capital, buscando subvenciones y donaciones privadas, para recaudar fondos para
completar todo el proyecto."

La remodelacion propuesta de El Milagro exige la eliminacion de la mayorifa de los edificios
originales del complejo. Se mantendra una de las instalaciones de bafio, conocidas como estaciones
de confort. Este edificio incluira carteles interpretativos sobre la historia de El Milagro. Ademas, se
rehabilitard o reconstruird uno de los edificios estilo cuartel.

137 Julie Wootton-Greener, “Nonprofit plans major upgrade at aging El Milagro House Project,” Times-News, June 10,
2018, https://magicvalley.com/news/local/ nonprofit-plans-major-upgrade-at-aging-el-milagro-housing-
project/atticle_ae6a6e7d-d08c-5690-29eb-0d6020£45099.html; Julie Wootton-Greenet, “Nonprofit moves forward with
securing funding for $10M El Milagro overhaul,” September 29, 2018, https://magicvalley.com/news/local/nonprofit-
moves-foward-with-secuting-funding-for-10m-el-milagro-overhaul /article_7476d£5b-£32d-59be-8£6b-
41c1d271291a.html; Community Council of Idaho, “2018 Annual Report.”

138 Community Council of Idaho, “2019 Year End Report”; Wootton-Greener, “Nonprofit moves forward with securing
funding for $10M EI Milagro overhaul.”.
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El Milagro: A Historical Context
(English Version)
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Abbreviations

Community Council of Idaho (CCI)

Farm Security Administration (FSA)
Resettlement Administration (RA)

Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA)
War Food Administration (WEA)

War Relocation Authority (WRA)

Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA)

N ;A M=
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Timeline

1939: Farm Security Administration (FSA) constructs the camp approximately two miles south of

Twin Falls."”’
1'140

1940: Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp opens in Apri

1942:  The first Japanese American laborers arrive at the camp in June; the first Mexican laborers
atrive at the camp that same year.'"!

1943:  War Food Administration overtakes administration of all FSA labor camps.'*

1947: 'Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association acquires the camp.'®

1988: Idaho Migrant Council, Inc. (now Community Council of Idaho), purchases the camp.'*
1990: Camp name changes to El Milagro.'®

2018: Community Council of Idaho secures funding to begin new construction at El Milagro.'*

139 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-15919, Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, revised 2019, 4.

140 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4.

141 “Beet Workers to Go to 1daho,” Walerga Wasp, May 30, 1942; Data and Observations on Specific Farm Labor Sites:
May 30, 1943, in Burley; Folder: 201.3 Idaho; Box 24: Intermountain Area, Salt Lake City, UT 001 to 203.8; Entry 47:
Field Records; Records of Regional and Field Assistant Director’s Offices, San Francisco: Subject-Classified General
Files, 1943—1946; Record Group 210: War Relocation Authority; National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington DC.

142 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

143 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

144 Phil Sahm, “The Other Side of Town,” Times-News (Twin Falls), September 13, 1992.

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-15919, 3.

145 Letter from Jane Rodriquez, Idaho Migrant Council, Inc., to Thomas Green, Idaho State Historic Preservation
Office, August 21, 1990.

146 Community Council of Idaho, “2018 Annual Report” (Caldwell: Community Council of Idaho, 2018),
https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2018-Annual-Report-Final.pdf.
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1. Early ldaho History and the
Development of Twin Falls

Indigenous People

Twin Falls, Idaho, is in the traditional homelands of the Shoshone-Bannock and Shoshone-
Paiute peoples. Since time immemorial, people from what is now the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
have lived in the area spanning parts of modern-day Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, Utah,
Wyoming, and Canada. The modern Shoshone-Paiute, comprising members of Western Shoshone,
Northern, and Malheur Paiute Indians, have similarly lived in areas of modern-day Idaho, Nevada,
and Oregon since time immemorial.'

The U.S. government forced these Indigenous groups into reservations so their land could be
occupied by the many white and Euroamerican people who wanted to move west. The Shoshones
and Bannocks were confined at that time to the Fort Hall Indian Reservation in 1867 and the
Shoshone-Paiute to the Duck Valley Indian Reservation in 1877.'*

Non-Indigenous Settlement of the Region

White people first traveled through southern Idaho in the early nineteenth century, exploring
opportunities for fur trading and, later, mining. White resettlers began arriving in greater numbers to
the Twin Falls region, later known as the Magic Valley, in the mid-nineteenth century."” Most came
via the Oregon-California Trail, which traversed southern Idaho, following near the Snake River.
Approximately 500,000 people traveled westward on the 2,000-mile route from Missouri to Oregon
and California by 1870, following many Indigenous trails. These travelers were part of the United
States’ movement of settler colonialism, migrating westward to find new opportunities and claim
land already occupied by Indigenous people. ™’

147 Shoshone-Bannock Ttibes, “Culture and History,” accessed December 2, 2020, http://www2.sbtribes.com/about/;
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation, “Our History,” accessed December 2, 2020,

https:/ /www.shopaitribes.org/spculture/, accessed December 4, 2020; Swithsonian Magazine, “Idaho — History and
Heritage,” accessed December 4, 2020, https:/ /www.smithsonianmag.com/ travel/idaho-history-and-heritage-
177411856/

148 Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, “Culture and History”; Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation,
“Our History”; Smithsonian Magazine, “1daho — History and Heritage.”.

1499 The Magic Valley comprises Blaine, Camas, Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka, and Twin Falls Counties.

150 Eugene S. Hunn, E. Thomas Morning Owl, Phillip E. Cash Cash, and Jennifer Karson Engum, Céaw Pawi Liatkni —
They Are Not Forgotten: Sabaptian Place Names Atlas of the Cayuse, Umatilla, and Walla Walla (Pendleton, OR: Tamastslikt
Cultural Institution, 2015); Jackie Gonzales and Morgen Young, Overlanders in the Columbia River Gorge, 1840—1870: A
Narrative History (National Park Service (NPS) National Trails, 2020) 25,

https:/ /www.nps.gov/oreg/learn/historyculture/upload/HRA_Columbia_River_Narrative_History_Final_200917-
reduced-size.pdf.
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The primary southern route of the Oregon Trail in Idaho passed through what became Twin
Falls. While many of the thousands of overlanders continued on to destinations in Oregon and
California, others stayed, or returned to settle in the Twin Falls region. More people also came to
Idaho Territory after gold was found in north Idaho in 1860. By 1870, prospectors had small
operations searching for gold along the Snake River in the Twin Falls area. Homesteaders were
attracted to free land available through U.S. government land grants; however, the arid landscape in
the Twin Falls area delayed settlement in large numbers until irrigation projects changed the
landscape in the early twentieth century. Between 1900 and 1910, people organized and platted the
communities of Buhl, Filer, Hansen, Hollister, and Twin Falls, and established Twin Falls County. "'

As the agricultural industry became well established, communities in the Magic Valley continued
to grow. Population census records over time are not precise for this area because seasonal laborers
are often not accounted for. By 1990, the Twin Falls County population was more than 53,792 and
the city of Twin Falls more than 28,204. That number has increased over time, with 86,878
countywide and 50,197 in the city in 2019."

Economic Development of the Region

Population growth in the Twin Falls area came hand in hand with economic development. While
mining and timber development were prevalent in other areas of Idaho, these industries were not
dominant in the Magic Valley. Cattle and sheep ranching provided income for some, as ranchers

drove herds through the area and established ranches near Twin Falls.'”

The agricultural industry became the dominant economic driver of the region. Like many arid
areas, the development of regional agriculture was due in large part to reclamation efforts in the
early twentieth century. Prior to this, some regional farmers had success with farming in and around
the Snake River Canyon, but water was unreliable. Much changed following the federal passage of
the Carey Act of 1894, wherein the government provided free land to settlers in arid areas after
private investors built the necessary infrastructure to harness the water. The Twin Falls Land and
Water Company formed in 1900 to build the Milner Dam and canal system, transforming the
landscape. The dam and canals opened in 1905, and the area known as the Twin Falls Southside
Irrigation tract was soon available for reliable water supply.”* With arable soil and railroad
infrastructure in place to ship goods, the agricultural industry had a strong foundation.

151 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” Multiple
Property Documentation Form (Idaho State Historical Society, 2020) 7—8, 17; National Patrk Service, Oregon National
Historic Trail Topographical Map, accessed December 4, 2020, https:/ /www.nps.gov/oreg/ planyoutvisit/ maps.htm.
152 United States Census Bureau, “Quick Facts, United States,” accessed December 4, 2020,

https:/ /www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219.

153 Bauer and Jacox, “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 8-9.

154 Paul Smith, “The History of Twin Falls,” accessed December 2, 2020,
https://www.tfid.org/Search?searchPhrase=history.
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Local crops and farming methods evolved over time. Successful crops in the Twin Falls area
included fruits, vegetables, and grains. Among these, potatoes, sugar beets, beans, and corn were
prevalent, with potatoes and sugar beets being the dominant crops. Farming methods evolved from
horses and hand tools to plant and harvest manually, to mechanized equipment, including steam-
powered threshing machines.'”

Keeping agricultural production high required more labor than was readily available. Mexican
people, part of Idaho’s labor force since the late nineteenth century after first coming north for
trading and animal trapping, then working in fields and railroads, were recruited by large agricultural
" population in Idaho.) The
agricultural industry thrived during World War I with the aid of Mexican workers, recessed in the
1920s, then grew again in the 1930s after farm laborers from the Dust Bowl states arrived in the

operations. (See Chapter 7 for more information on the Latino

Twin Falls area."”’

The demand for adequate numbers of farm laborers to meet industry needs was an ongoing part
of the early years of Twin Falls’ development and continues in the twenty-first century.

N\NF C\N&I-JVO RTH StoE, ®isarys ba,
Figure 1-1. A steam shovel digs the North Side Canal from Milner Dam, ca. 1906.
Twin Falls Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, PC-2084.

155 Bauer and Jacox “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 18—19.

156 This context uses the term Latino rather than Latinx, following current practice of the Community Council of Idaho.
Modern historical scholarship often uses the term Latinx in reference to people who live in the United States and have
ancestral and cultural ties to Latin America. Latinx is an inclusive and gender-neutral term that replaces Latino and
Latina.

157 Bauer and Jacox “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 19-20; Nicole Foy, “’We do not like
the Mexican.” Racist chapter of Idaho history revealed by new research,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), December 20, 2019,
www.newsbank.com; Cydney McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history,” Idabo State Journal
(Pocatello), August 15, 2015.
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Figure 1-2. Hand-drawn horse team clears sage brush, ca. 1910. Twin Falls Public Library,
Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 172.
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Figure 1-3. Workers near the Twin Falls Livery and Feed Barn, ca. 1910. Twin Falls
Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 1910.
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Figure 1-4. Twin Falls City Park, high school, and the county courthouse, 1912. Tuwin
Falls Public Library, Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, 1033.

Figure 1-5. The Idaho Department Store, Twin Falls, ca. 1910. Twin Falls Public Library,
Clarence E. Bisbee Collection, GB52.
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Figure 1-6. Agricultural warehouses in Twin Falls, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-038938-D.
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2. Farm Security Administration

Overview of the Farm Security Administration

Resettlement Administration

Created by executive order in April 1935, the Resettlement Administration (RA) was one of
many New Deal programs established to combat the Great Depression. It existed as a standalone
agency outside of any federal department and focused on assistance to poor farmers impacted by the
Depression. Among its charges were providing low-interest loans to farmers so that they could
purchase better land, restoring farmlands to productivity through soil rebuilding and other
conversation projects, and overseeing a range of resettlement programs. The latter included moving
urban workers to rural communities, establishing communal farms for displaced rural families, and
building camps for migrant farm laborers from the American Midwest and South.'

Many of the RA’s resettlement programs were denounced by conservatives as socialist
experiments. To counter such opposition, RA director Rexford Tugwell created the Information
Division in July 1935 to publicize the need for the agency’s programs and their successes. The
Historical Section, within the Information Division, consisted of a documentary photography
program, directed by Roy Stryker and staffed by numerous photographers.'”

Farm Security Administration

Facing continuing attacks from conservatives for his supposed leftist ideology, Tugwell resigned
in November 1936. The RA was absorbed into the U.S. Department of Agriculture the following
year and renamed the Farm Security Administration (FSA). The FSA continued many of the efforts
of the RA, as well as beginning new initiatives such as working with farmers’ debtors to prevent
farm and home foreclosures, introducing medical care programs to rural regions, and providing
education about nutrition and hygiene to laborers. The programs were successful, with one study
estimating that between 1937 and 1941, farm families participating in FSA-sponsored activities saw

their incomes increase by 69 percent.'®

158 F. Jack Hutley, Portrait of a Decade: Roy Stryker and the Development of Documentary Photography in the Thirties (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1972), 30, 32, 34; ““The FSA-OWIL,” Photogrammar, accessed October 26, 2020,
http://photogrammat.yale.edu/about/fsa_owi/.

159 Nicholas Natanson, The Black Image in the New Deal: The Politics of FSA Photography (Knoxville: The University of
Tennessee Press, 1992), 58.

160 Linda Gordon, Dorothea Lange: A Life Beyond Limits New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2009), 195; “History of
USDA’s Farm Service Agency,” United States Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency website, accessed
October 23, 2020, https://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/history-and-mission/agency-history.
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The FSA continued the migratory labor camp program created by its predecessor. Under the
RA, the program had begun to provide emergency housing to individuals and families displaced by
dust storms in the Midwest during the 1920s and 1930s. Many were tenant farmers, sharecroppers,
and laborers. The FSA built and maintained two main types of camps: permanent, year-round camps
and mobile, tent camps. Both types of camps provided housing, health care, educational
opportunities for children and adults, and community recreational activities. By 1940, the FSA had
constructed thirty-seven permanent labor camps, including one in Twin Falls. Collectively, these
camps housed 35,000 people, approximately 7,500 families. The FSA constructed permanent camps
in areas with high rates of agricultural employment. Each camp could house hundreds of people.
Laborers in these camps either resided in barracks-style buildings, divided into apartments, or small
houses. Permanent camps had facilities for health care, education, recreation, laundry, showers, and
toilets. The FSA also operated mobile camps. Also known as camps on wheels, their locations
changed depending on where agricultural work was needed. Laborers lived in canvas tents, set up on
individual wooden platforms. Specially built trailers provided mobile camps with power and water.
Each camp also had a laundry room, showers, toilets, an infirmary, community tent for recreation
and religious services, and often a commissary. Some camps, either permanent or mobile, could

161

house upwards of 1,000 people.

Another program that continued from the RA to the FSA was the Historical Section. While it
was initially intended as a minor effort by the RA, it became the most impactful activity of the FSA.
When first appointed section director, Stryker ordered the program’s photographers to document
only rural life, such as farmers, laborers, land, crops, and machinery. These images were meant to
bring attention to those people in need of agency assistance and document agency accomplishments
in rural rehabilitation and resettlement. But within a few years, both Stryker and his staff became
interested in photographing all aspects of American life. Appearing in popular magazines and other
publications, the photographs of the Historical Section helped create the image of the Great
Depression in the United States. In September 1942, the photography program transferred to the
Office of War Information, and Stryker and staff became part of broader wartime propaganda
efforts. Between 1935 and 1944, the photography program produced approximately 175,000 black-

and-white film negatives and 1,600 color photographs.'®

Evolving Role

The onset of World War IT led to changes for the FSA. The agency played a significant role in
the forced removal and incarceration of Japanese Americans. As the federal government began the

161 Gordon, Dorothea Lange, 195; Louis Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading: Japanese Americans and Beet Sugar in
World War I1,” Pacific Northwest Quarterly 90, no. 3 (Summer 1999): 133.

162 Gordon, Dorothea Lange, 196-97; Hutley, Portrait of a Decade, 164, 166; Natanson, The Black Image in the New Deal, 4;
“Farm Security Administration/Office of War Information Black-and-White Negatives,” Libraty of Congress website,
accessed October 26, 2020, https:/ /www.loc.gov/pictures/ collection/fsa; “Farm Security Administration/Office of War
Information Color Photogtraphs,” Library of Congress website, accessed October 26, 2020,

https:/ /www.loc.gov/pictures/ collection/ fsac.
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mass removal of 110,000 people of Japanese ancestry from the West Coast in March 1942, the FSA
worked to ensure that agricultural production would continue in California, Oregon, Washington,
and Arizona. FSA personnel oversaw the purchase or rental of Japanese American-operated farms
by primarily white operators. Nearly half of the Japanese American working population forcibly
removed had been engaged in agriculture.'”

The forced removal contributed to a worsening agricultural labor shortage in the United States.
Much of the farm workforce from 1941 had departed for wartime industrial jobs or military service.
Leaders of the sugar beet industry in western states led demands to the federal government for
replacement labor sources. At the start of the war, sugar was recognized as a vital commodity. In
addition to food use, sugar beets were converted into industrial alcohol and used in the
manufacturing of munitions and synthetic rubber. Due to the war with Japan, the United States was
no longer importing sugar from the Philippines or Java, as both were now under Japanese
occupation. In response, American farmers increased their sugar beet acreage by 25 percent. By the
spring of 1942, thousands of workers were needed to cultivate the labor-intensive crop. Sugar
companies, farmers, and state and local officials all submitted requests to the War Relocation
Authority (WRA), the federal agency in charge of the incarcerated Japanese Americans, to utilize
these individuals as a labor source. The WRA ultimately agreed and allowed hundreds of Japanese
Americans to move from the Portland Assembly Center in Portland, Oregon, to an FSA mobile

camp site in Nyssa, Oregon, in May 1942 to work in the region’s sugar beet fields.'"*

The establishment of the first Japanese American farm labor camp during the war marked
another change in the FSA’s duties. Prior to the war, the FSA, through its migratory farm labor
camps, had provided housing and health services to migrant farm labor families. The national labor
shortage led the FSA to utilize its permanent and mobile camps as housing for a range of workers.
These included Japanese Americans recruited from temporary assembly centers and concentration
camps; Mexican, Jamaican, and Bahamian laborers imported through agreements with their
respective governments; and German and Italian prisoners of war. In 1943, the War Food
Administration (WFA), a newly established federal agency, overtook all FSA farm labor activities,
including operation of the camps. When World War II ended, the WFA folded and sold many of the
labor camps. The FSA, meanwhile, consolidated with the Emergency Crop and Feed Loan Division
of the Farm Credit Administration to become the Farmers Home Administration in 1946.'®

165 Lawrence 1. Hewes, Jt., Final Report of the Participation of the Farm Security Administration In the Evacuation Program of the
Wartime Civil Control Administration Civil Affairs Division Western Defense Command and Fourth Army Covering the Period March
15, 1942 through May 31, 1942, 1942,

https:/ /oac.cdlib.org/view?docIld=hb009n99p1&brand=oac4&doc.view=entire_text.

164 “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps,” Uprooted: Japanese American Farm Labor Camps During
Wotld War II website, accessed October 26, 2020, http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com/farm-labot-camps; Motgen
Young, “Nyssa, Oregon (detention facility),” Densho Encyclopedia, October 16, 2020,
http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Nyssa,_Oregon_(detention_facility).

165 Tetter from Federal Office of State Extension Service to Arthur A. Schupp, Executive Secretary of the Farmers &
Manufacturers Beet Sugar Association, April 8, 1943; Folder: Farm Labor 9-1 Sugar Beets; Box 15; Entry 1: General
Correspondence; Record Group 224: War Food Administration; National Archives and Records Administration, College
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The FSA in Idaho

The FSA’s administrative structure had six levels: headquarters in Washington, DC; twelve
regional offices; state offices in most states; district offices within states; county offices in most
counties; and a project office for each project, including migratory labor camps. Region XI,
headquartered in Portland, oversaw FSA activities in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.'®

The FSA built two permanent camps in Idaho: Caldwell in 1938 and Twin Falls in 1939 (See
Chapter 3 for more information on both camps). The Caldwell camp also stored equipment for all
FSA mobile camps in the state. In 1942, that equipment included 681 tents, 878 tent platforms, 100
privies, and 2 clinic trailers. The locations of the mobile camps changed depending on where
agricultural labor was needed. In 1942, mobile camps were located in Blackfoot, Jerome, Nampa,
Paul, Rexburg, Shelley, and Wilder. In June 1942, the FSA overtook operation of a former Civilian
Conservation Corps camp in Rupert. Known as both Camp Paul and Camp Rupert, the Bureau of
Reclamation had maintained the site from July 1939 to May 1942.'

Figure 2-1. FSA managers meet at Caldwell, Idaho, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-039179-D.

Park, MD; Leonard J. Arrington, Beet Sugar in the West (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1966), 143; Erasmo
Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942—1947 (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1990), 32; “History of USD.A’s Farm Service Agency.”

166 Sidney Baldwin, Poverty and Politics: The Rise and Decline of the Farm Security Administration, (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1968), 244-245; National Archives and Records Administrations, Records of the Farmers Home
Administration, accessed on March 16, 2021 https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/096.html.
167 Letter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W. W. Williver, Executive Ditector,
Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder 505 Relocation Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box
7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National
Archives and Records Administration, Seattle, WA; J. DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River
Valley, September 30, 1946, 15; Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 133.
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The FSA’s Historical Section captured some twelve hundred photographs of Idaho. Russell Lee
produced nearly 80 percent of these images during various trips to the state between 1940 and 1942.
He was the most prolific of all FSA photographers, taking more than five thousand images during
his seven-year career with the agency. When the United States entered the war, Lee was working in
California. In April 1942, he began documenting the forced removal and incarceration of Japanese
Americans for the FSA, eventually capturing nearly six hundred images. Lee photographed families
making final preparations at their homes, farms, and businesses before their removal. He
documented people at train stations waiting to be transported to the Santa Anita Assembly Center.
He also shot images of the Salinas Assembly Center. That summer, Lee took photographs of four
FSA camps that were primarily occupied by Japanese Americans—Nyssa in Oregon, and T'win Falls,
Rupert, and Shelley in Idaho. The previous year, Lee had documented the FSA camps in Caldwell
and Wilder. His twenty-nine images of the T'win Falls camp provide the best historic documentation
of the site and its occupants (See Chapters 3 and 6 for additional images).'*

|
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Figure 2-3. Sign outside the FSA mobile camp in Wilder, Idaho, 1941. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-039175-D.

168 Morgen Young, “Russell Lee,” Densho Encyclopedia, June 16, 2020, http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Russell%201Lee;
“The FSA-OWI,” Photogrammar.
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Figure 2-4. A farm family eating dinner in the tent in which they live at the FSA mobile
camp in Wilder, 1941. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FS.A-OWT
Collection, LC-USF34-039200-D.
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3. The Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp: 1939-1946

Development

The Farm Security Administration (FSA) oversaw construction of the Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp in 1939. It was one of two such camps built by the federal agency in Idaho, with
the other located in Caldwell. Its original purpose was to provide housing to farmers and their
families displaced by dust storms in the Midwest during the Great Depression. With the onset of
World War IT and the subsequent agricultural labor shortage, the purpose of the camp changed. The
FSA began housing a diverse group of farm workers in the camp, including Japanese Americans,

Mexicans, and Jamaicans.'”

The potential of a federal farm labor camp being built in Twin Falls was first reported in late
March 1939. During a Twin Falls city council meeting, a city clerk informed the council that he had
been contacted by an FSA engineer regarding use of water for a project. The same clerk also
reported that the FSA engineer had reached out to Idaho Power Company about bringing power to
the project site. Grace and J. H. Seaver shared during the meeting that they had been approached by
the federal agency regarding acquisition of their orchard, located two miles south of the city of Twin
Falls.""

On May 4, 1939, Grace Seaver sold sixty acres in Section 29, Township 10 South, Range 17 East
to the Department of Agriculture for $9,500. Later that month, the FSA requested bids to build
twenty-five houses, two hundred wooden shelters, and other supporting structures. The agency
eventually issued a $229,048 contract to R. Goold & Son of Stockton, California. Construction ran
from July to December 1939. Anticipating more housing would be needed, the FSA issued a second
request for bids in March 1940. Dolan and Buck, also of Stockton, won with a $56,091 bid to

construct additional houses and other ancillary buildings.'”

Architect Burton D. Cairns designed the buildings, and Garrett Eckbo designed the landscape
architecture for the Twin Falls camp. Both worked for Region IX of the FSA in San Francisco,
along with district engineer Herbert Hallsteen and regional engineer Nicholas Cirino. Cairns and
Eckbo were involved in an automobile accident in Tigard, Oregon, on December 15, 1939. Cairns,
the driver, died instantly and Eckbo sustained serious injuries. Eckbo continued to work for the FSA

169 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.
170 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4.
171 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4; “Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048
Camp,” Idaho Evening Times, December 8, 1939; “23 More Homes for Farm Camp,” Idabho Evening Times, March 23, 1940.
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until 1942. Vernon DeMars replaced Cairns as district architect. The Twin Falls camp may have
been one of the last FSA projects designed by Cairns.'”

Physical Description

Figure 3-1. Aerial image of Twin Falls Labor Camp in 1946. USGS 7CI0000080038, 1946, Earth Explorer.

172 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “Comfort Station — Migratory Farm
Labor Camp,” 83-19402, 2019, 3; Marc Treib and Dorothée Imbert, Garrett Eckbo: Modern Landscapes for Living (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1997), 121-22; Pacific Coast Architecture Database, “Burton Donald Cairns,” accessed
November 24, 2020, http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/4620.
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Figure 3-2. Identification of Twin Falls Labor Camp buildings in 1946.
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Located two miles south of Twin Falls, at 1122 Washington Street South, the main street, Labor
Camp Road, was designed in a U-shape and provided two access points to the camp. It was
originally unpaved. Upon completion of the first phase of construction, in late 1939, the camp
consisted of twenty-four farm labor houses, thirty-six barracks-style buildings, a manager’s house, a
community building, a central utility building with showers and laundry, three comfort stations with
toilets and wash basins, a health clinic (called the “isolation ward”), a water storage and supply
system, a sewage system, a gatehouse, and recreational facilities, including a baseball field and two
basketball courts. The community building provided space for an auditorium, mess hall, school, and
nursery. The FSA completed a second phase of construction in the spring of 1940, building twenty-

three additional farm labor houses, twenty-three tool sheds, several garages for the houses, and other
facilities.'”

Figure 3-3. FSA photographer Russell Lee took a series of images of the Twin Falls
Migratory Farm Labor Camp in July 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWT Collection, I.C-USF34-073766-D.

173 Bauer and Jacox, “Comfort Station — Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19402, 3; Bauer and Jacox, “T'win Falls
Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4; Letter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W.
W. Williver, Executive Director, Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder: 505 Relocation
Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box 7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm
Security Administration; National Archives & Records Administration, Seattle, WA; Jean Dinkelacker, “ Complete Farm
Labor ‘City’ Taking Rapid Form: Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp,” Idaho Evening Times, December 8,
1939.
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Figure 3-4. The camp, photographed in 1942, included two types of housing—
barracks-style buildings and small houses. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs
Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-073771-D.

Figure 3-5. The camp had forty-seven small houses or cottages. Each house had a
kitchen, living/dining room, two bedrooms, and a bathroom. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, L.C-USF34-073761-D.
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Each farm labor house included a combined living and dining room, kitchen, two bedrooms, a
bathroom, laundry facility, running water, and electricity. Each house was identical in design, with
the living/dining room and kitchen in the front of the house and the bedrooms and bathroom in the
back. The only plan variation was the location of the kitchen on either the right or left side of the
living/dining room. The houses were painted a vatiety of colors, including buff, sand, light yellow,
and gray-green, all trimmed in white. Each house had a front lawn and small garden plot in the
backyard. This type of housing was typically reserved for families who lived and worked in the Twin
Falls area year-round.'™

Sk

Figure 3-6. There were thirty-six barracks style buildings in the camp. Each building
was divided into six apartments. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division,
FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-073774.

The camp had six rows of six barracks-style buildings, or row shelters. The shelters were clad in
California redwood board siding and had side-gabled roofs topped with cedar shingles. Each
building was divided into six apartments, which could house up to four people per unit. Every
apartment had an exterior entrance, with a screened door. The row shelters were centrally located in
the camp. They lacked running water, so residents used laundry and shower facilities in a separate
building. Comfort stations, situated between the buildings, contained toilets and wash basins. The
row shelters typically housed seasonal workers. Due to the lack of running water and insufficient
insulation, the FSA closed the buildings after harvest season in the fall and opened them again

during planting season in the spring.'”

174 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “House 1—Migratory Farm Labor
Camp,” 83-19323, 2019, 3; “Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp.”

175 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, Idaho Historic Sites Inventory Form, “Shelter 51—Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19373, 2019, 3; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 4;
“Varied Dwelling Facilities Mark $229,048 Camp.”
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Figure 3-7. A Japanese American camp resident on his way to the
showers, 1942. Note the push-out shutters on the back of a row
shelter. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT

Figure 3-8. The apartments in the barracks-style building lacked indoor plumbing.
Camp residents used comfort stations located between the rows of barracks. Library
of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF34-073758-D.
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Figure 3-9. Each apartment measured fourteen by sixteen square feet. Note how
this Japanese American resident personalized his apartment with cut-outs from the
Times-News. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection,

Figure 3-10. Each apartment was furnished with a pair of bunk beds, small table,
and two chairs. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection,
LC-USF34-073768-D.
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Occupants and Lifestyle

By June 1940, forty-one families were living at the Twin Falls Migratory Labor Camp. They
were, presumably, all white families. James Tanaka, who lived at the camp from 1943 to 1949,
recalled these families as originating primarily from Arkansas and Oklahoma. However, most
migrant farmers living in the Northwest arrived from Missouri, Kansas, North Dakota, and South
Dakota.'™

Figure 3-11. Camp residents play Go, a Japanese board game, in 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, I.C-USF34-073765-D.

Japanese American farm workers first moved into the camp in June 1942 (See Chapter 6 for
more information on Japanese Americans). They arrived as part of a broad effort, executed by
federal, state, and local government officials, as well as private interests, to address a national
agricultural labor shortage. By the mid-1940s, a diverse group of people provided farm labor in
Idaho, including white migrants from the Midwest and South, Japanese Americans, Native
Americans, Mexicans through the federal Bracero Program (See Chapter 7 for more information on
Latino laborers), Jamaicans, German and Italian prisoners of war, conscientious objectors, and local
men, women, and children. The make-up of residents at the Twin Falls camp reflected this

176 Letter from J. O. Walker, Director, Resettlement Division, FSA, Washington, D.C. to Walter A. Duffy, Regional
Director, Region XI, Portland, July 15, 1940; Folder: 913-Attitude Toward Project; Box 12; Entry 123: Office of the
Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National Archives & Records
Administration, Seattle, WA; Morgen Young Interview with James K. Tanaka, Los Angeles, CA, April 18, 2014,
http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com/ theit-stoties/#/Pprofile=221.
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diversifying of Idaho’s labor force. In October 1943, camp residents included 250 Japanese

Americans, 175 whites, 100 Mexicans, and 50 Jamaicans. "’

Japanese Americans who lived in the camp in the 1940s resided in either apartments in the
barrack-style buildings or small, single-family homes. Typically, single individuals, mostly men,
resided in the apartments, with two to four people per unit. Seasonal laborers utilized the barracks,
as the buildings were not suitable for winter occupation. Families lived yeat-round in the houses."™

A September 1942 article in the Minidoka Irrigator, a weekly newspaper published at the Minidoka
concentration camp, located approximately twenty-two miles northeast of Twin Falls, described the
camp as follows:

Residents live in barracks which have been divided into one-room quarters, 14 by 16
feet, with cement floors. Steel double-deck beds, two pairs to each room, are
furnished. The camp also supplies a metal utility table and two folding chairs. A
small wood-burning kitchen stove for heating and cooking is placed in each living
unit. The camp is supplied adequately with both cold and hot running water, a huge
laundry room, clean, modern toilets and showers. In addition, there is a spacious
recreation hall and a library. An up-to-date clinic with a trained nurse also is available
for FSA residents. It stands as a separate unit near the entrance of the well-
landscaped environment.'”

Figure 3-12. Beginning in 1942, the Twin Falls labor camp was occupied primarily
by single Japanese American men. As the War Relocation Authority began to
encourage family unit resettlement away from the concentration camps, an
increasing number of Japanese American families began to reside in the camp.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-
073753-D.

177 Idaho Agticultural Labor Matket Report, week ending October 16, 1943; Folder: Region XI: Idaho: 1943; Box 14;
Entry: 199 Farm Labor Market Reports, 1941-1943, Region XI; Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission;
National Archives & Records Administration, College Park, MD; Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 61.

178 Tanaka interview.

179480 Nisei Farm Workers Used at Twin Falls,” Minidoka Irrigator, September 18, 1942.
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Figure 3-13. Residents of the T'win Falls camp washing dishes, 1942. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, L.C-USF34-073757-D.

b S s MR ST B TR e
Figure 3-14. James Kazuo and Toshiko Tanaka with their dog Blackie, circa 1947.
The building behind them was their two-bedroom house in the Twin Falls camp.

The window on the left was James’s bedroom. Japanese American National Museum,
2001.179.7.
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James Kazuo Tanaka arrived at the Twin Falls camp in the spring of 1943, at the age of eight.
He moved with his parents, James Kenso and Toshiko Tanaka, from Minidoka. His father had
harvested sugar beets that previous autumn and lived at the Twin Falls camp. The entire family
participated in the 1943 and 1944 sugar beet harvest seasons, residing in barracks at the Twin Falls
camp between the summer and autumn, and returning to Minidoka in the winter months. Upon
securing permanent farm work in early 1945, the Tanaka family moved into one of the houses at the
labor camp. They remained there until 1949 and eventually settled in Los Angeles.'”

When he first moved to the camp, James met other Japanese Americans, including families and
individuals. He also met white migratory laborers from the Midwest, who he described as members
of the camp’s more permanent population. These laborers had likely lived in the camp since before
the war. He briefly attended school in the camp’s community building before starting classes at
Bickel Elementary School in Twin Falls.""

During a 2014 oral history, James shared some of his memories of the camp:

The farm labor camp had total freedom. There were some agricultural fences
around, but you could crawl between or under or over them and go pretty much
anywhere ... We were able to go into town. My main reason for going into town,
other than purchasing clothes, was my Saturday matinee movies for a quarter.
Usually a cowboy western, with a short serial, so you’d have to go back next week to
see the next part of the serial...I’d either hitchhike or when I got a bicycle, I could
tide into town.'*

Prior to the end of the incarceration of Japanese Americans by the federal government, in early
1945, Japanese American residents in the Twin Falls camp were permitted to visit the city of Twin
Falls, but only with supervision from either FSA personnel or local police. Though there was no
barbed wire nor guard towers like Minidoka and other concentration camps, the Twin Falls camp, as
with other farm labor camps, was still a site of confinement for Japanese Americans. During the war,
camps had curfews and no Japanese Americans were allowed to leave the premises without escort
from camp personnel, local authorities, or their employers.'®

There was at least one known instance of violence against Japanese Americans living in the Twin
Falls camp. In July 1944, the Manzanar Free Press reported that five white teenagers from the nearby
town of Buhl attacked a group of Japanese Americans in Twin Falls. The incident was condemned
by local authorities. In response to the attacks, sixty Japanese Americans from the Twin Falls camp

180 T'anaka interview.

181 Tanaka interview.

182 Tanaka interview.

183 “Tired of Waiting, This Jap Medic Student Glad to Work,” Times-News (Twin Falls), June 3, 1942,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Roger Daniels, Prisoners Without Trail: Japanese
Americans in World War I (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004), 74; Letter from Jane K. Chase to Bishop Daywell of the
Episcopal Diocese of Oregon, November 23, 1942, Jane K. Chase Papers, Idaho State Archives, Boise.
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and forty from the Rupert camp returned to the Poston (Arizona) and Manzanar (California)
concentration camps, respectively, in protest.'*

Figure 3-15. Some Japanese American families lived in the Figure 3-16. Janet and Ronald Toyooka at Twin Falls camp,
Twin Falls camp until the late 1940s. The Toyooka 1946-1947. Fran Toyooka.

Family—]Jim, Fran, Janet, and Ronald—pictured outside

their house at the camp during the winter of 1946—-1947.

Fran Toyooka.

Comparison to Other Farm Labor Camps

The FSA built and maintained two types of farm labor camps—permanent, or year-round,
camps and mobile, or tent, camps (See Chapter 2 for more information on the FSA in Idaho).
Burton D. Cairns, Garrett Eckbo, and other staff at the Region IX FSA office in San Francisco
designed two permanent camps in Idaho—Twin Falls and Caldwell. The San Francisco office also
designed permanent camps in Arvin, Brawley, Ceres, Coachella, Firebaugh, Gridley, Marysville,
Mineral King, Shafter, Thornton, Tulare, Westley, Winters, and Yuba City, California; Yambhill,

184 “Idaho Seasonal Workers Beaten by Buhl Youth at Twin Falls,” Manzganar Free Press, July 8, 1944,
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Oregon; Granger, Walla Walla, and Yakima, Washington; Agua Fria, Baxter, Casa Grande, Chandler,
Eleven-Mile Corner, Glendale, and Yuma, Arizona; and Harlingen, Robstown, Sinton, and Weslaco,
Texas."™ As the only other permanent FSA camp in Idaho, the Caldwell camp provides the best
direct comparison to the Twin Falls camp.'®

The FSA built a camp in Caldwell in 1938. Like Twin Falls, it was built originally to house
primarily white farmers displaced by the Dust Bowl. By the early 1940s, the camp also housed

Jamaican, Japanese American, and Mexican laborers.'’

similar in style to those at the Twin Falls camp. Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWTI Collection, LC-USF33-013032-M4.

Like the T'win Falls camp, the Caldwell camp included small houses and barracks-style buildings.
The exterior of these buildings appear to have been identical to those at the Twin Falls camp.'® The
Caldwell houses were identical, each containing a kitchen, living room, bathroom, and two
bedrooms. They were also furnished, with beds, tables, chairs, and couches. Every house had a small
lawn, garden patch, and garage space. Only families were allowed to live in the houses."

185 Treib and Imbert, Garrett Eckbo, 121-22. HRA cannot confirm how many, if any, Region XI FSA camps ate extant.
186 HRA acknowledges there were other permanent or semi-permanent camps administered by the FSA in Idaho,
including Burley and Rupert. However, as these camps only had barracks-style buildings and did not also contain small,
cottage-like houses, HRA does not consider them as comparable to the Twin Falls camp as Caldwell. It appears that all
buildings from the former Rupert camp have been removed. Available information on the present physical status of the
former Butley camp was inconclusive. “Historical Marker Placed at WWII POW Camp Rupert,” Times-News, August 31,
2012, updated March 20, 2013, https://magicvalley.com/news/local/historical-marker-placed-at-wwii-pow-camp-
rupert/article_ca518126-6807-539¢-bc9b-af8327cad5a4.html.

187 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River 1 alley, 15.

188 HRA reviewed photographs of buildings at each location. Construction drawings were not available for comparison.

189 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River 1 alley, 16-17.
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Figure 3-18. The barracks-style buildings at the Caldwell camp, 1941. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, .C-USF33-013043-M3.

The barracks-style buildings were divided into six apartments each. Each apartment included
beds, table, chairs, shelves, and a stove for cooking and heating. The buildings lacked running water.
A separate building housed showers and laundry facilities, and comfort stations between the
barracks contained toilets and wash basins. These buildings were meant to house seasonal workers
and were not occupied during the winter."”

Figure 3-19. The barracks-style buildings at the Caldwell camp, 1941. Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-039194-D.

190 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River Valley, 15-16.
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Figure 3-20. The barracks-style buildings at the Twin Falls camp, pictured in 1942,
are nearly identical to those at the Caldwell camp. Lizbrary of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, LC-USF34-073767-D.

The camp maintained a small commissary, which sold items such as milk, meat, and other
groceries to camp residents. The camp’s community building served multiple functions, including
movie theater, mess hall, and school. In 1946, the camp school included Japanese American,
Mexican, Black, and white students. High school-aged students attended a local high school.""

During the late 1930s and early 1940s, the Caldwell camp stored equipment for all mobile FSA
camps in Idaho. This included tents, wooden tent platforms, privies, and health clinic trailers. The
exact locations of the mobile camps changed every year, as the FSA located laborers where they
wete most needed.'”

The War Food Administration (WFA) overtook administration of the Caldwell camp, along with
all other FSA labor camps, in 1943. After the end of World War 11, the federal government
dissolved the WFA and sold many of the farm labor camps. The Caldwell Housing Authority
acquired the camp in 1950. Now known as Farmway Village, the site continues to house agricultural
laborers. Many are Mexicans, working in Canyon County through the H-2A temporary agricultural

visa program.'”

91 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise Valley and Snake River 1 alley, 18—19.

192 TLetter from Walter A. Duffy, Regional Director, FSA, Portland to Major W. W. Williver, Executive Director,
Washington State Defense Council, Seattle, February 23, 1942; Folder 505 Relocation Alien July 1941 to June 1942; Box
7; Entry 123: Office of the Director, Correspondence; Record Group 96: Farm Security Administration; National
Archives and Records Administration, Seattle, WA.

193 The Governor’s Migratory Labor Committee, “A Report on Idaho Migratory Labor Camps”; Nicole Foy, “South
Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage,” Idabo Press, October 20, 2018; Caldwell Housing Authority, “About

CHA,” accessed December 15, 2020, https://chaidaho.org/about-us/.
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Figure 3-21. FSA photographer Russell Lee documented the Wilder camp in 1941
and the Shelley camp in 1942. He did not photograph some of the other mobile
camps in Idaho, such as Blackfoot, Jerome, Rexburg, and Paul. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-039038-D.

Figure 3-22. The mobile camp in Shelley housed Japanese American laborers in
1942 and 1943. By 1944, it primarily housed Mexican laborers through the Bracero
Program. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, I.C-
USF34-073778-D.
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4. The Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp: 1947—-1987

Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association,
Inc.

When World War II ended, the U.S. government ended all operations of the War Food
Administration (WEFA). Subsequently, many of the labor camps then operated by the WFA were
relinquished to organizations wishing to operate them. In July 1947, Darrell H. Moss, director of the
Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor camp, announced that the federal labor program was ending and
that all camp tenants would have to leave by September 25 of that year. This included approximately
500 White, Japanese American, and Mexican residents.'”

As agricultural laborers were still needed in the Twin Falls area through the end of the harvest
season that year, the federal government and local interests struck a deal. The U.S. Extension
Service, Amalgamated Sugar Company, and Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association
agreed to continue to operate the camp and place laborers where they were most needed through
November 30, 1947.'%

Amalgamated Sugar Company was only involved in operations for a short time, as soon the
Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association acquired the camp.'® The Association was
one of five such groups established in Southern Idaho in 1943. Their role was to ensure farm
owners were responsible for their own harvests and had obligations in obtaining labor to complete
the harvest. They were cooperative organizations that farm owners paid fees to join. Membership
money paid for the workers’ food and lodging. (Rental fees paid by laborers were supposed to pay
for camp maintenance.) The Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association oversaw the
camp’s maintenance and operation for the next forty years. '’

194 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area
Through Harvest,” Times-News, July 18, 1947, http://www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “New
Law Brightens Labor Camp Future,” Times-News, July 24, 1947,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp,” Post-Register,
July 10, 1947.

195“Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp”; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area Through Harvest”; “New Law Brightens
Labor Camp Future,” 1.

196 Tt appears that the initial three-way agreement transferring ownership from the federal government to Amalgamated
Sugar and Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association did not involve a purchase. It is likely the Twin Falls
County Farm Labor Association assumed ownership and operation without purchase. “New Law Brightens Labor Camp
Future.”

197 Bauer and Jacox, “Historic Agricultural Resources of Twin Falls County, Idaho,” 24; Harry A. Elcock, “Farmer
Sponsored Labor in Idaho, 1943, in Proceedings of the Eastern Slope and Intermonntain Regional Meeting, American Society of
Sugar Beet Technologists, 1944, https://bsdf-assbt.otg/wp-
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Farm LaborCamp

Will Serve Area
Through Harvest

" The farm labor supply center south of Twin Falla will
continue to serve this area’s agricultural needs until late
fall, even though the U. 5. government will cease to operate
it Sept. 30. ,

This became a certainty today with announcement that
the Amalgamated Sugar company will operate the camp as a
farm labor center for the Twin Falls County Farm Labor
Sponsoring association from Aug. 16 until end of the harvest
scason, about Nov, 30, )

Announcement of the plan was made by 0. J. Bellwood,
acting aecretary of the asenciation and aesistant county farm
labor supervisor, followlng s mesting Thuraday night at
which details of the three.way agreement were formulated,
Attending the session in the district court robm were direc.

Brwa af $ha Foona

Figure 4-1. Excerpt from the Twin Falls Times-News detailing planned
closure of the camp in 1947. Twin Falls Times-News, July 18, 1947.

Physical Description

When the Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association took over ownership, the
campus included the original thirty-six barracks-style buildings and forty-eight farm labor houses.
The latter included the original forty-seven houses plus the building that originally served as the
camp manager’s house. The Association rented the apartments in the barracks-style buildings for
$1.40 per family unit, per week. The camp had 216 total apartments, six per building, with a total
capacity of 864 people. The Association rented the farm labor houses for $3.55 per week. Allowing
for four people per home, the single-family houses had a capacity of 192."*

Occupants of the camp fluctuated each year. By 1961, some of the barracks-style buildings were
no longer housing laborers. The camp’s capacity had declined from 1,056 to 831. All of the single-
family houses were extant, but a state report from that year stated that only ten out of the original
thirty-six barracks-style buildings were used as residences. In 1965, the Twin Falls Camp was the

content/uploads/2018/01/FarmetSponsoredLaborinSouthernldaho1943.pdf; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area
Through Harvest”; “Tenants Ordered to Vacate Camp.”
198 “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area Through Harvest.”
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largest of seventy-three camps in southern Idaho, housing 1,210 of the approximately 10,000
migrant workers in the region. By 19706, capacity had declined to 400. At that time, rent ranged from
$14 to $20 per week."”

Reports and remembrances indicate that the camp’s physical conditions deteriorated in the
1970s and 1980s. In 1976, camp improvements included some electrical rewiring, roof repair, and
work in the bath facilities. Twin Falls community member Sister RoseMary Boessen recalled the
camp being beautiful in the 1970s, then falling into disrepair in the 1980s. Though topographical
maps indicate twenty-two of the barracks-style buildings were removed by 1979, subsequent historic
resources surveys reflect that all but seven of the original barracks-style buildings remained in

place.””

Figure 4-2. Aerial image of the camp in 1953. USGS, Figure 4-3. Aerial image of the camp in 1978. USGS,
A010904305380 1953. 1IVERJ00010182 1978.

19 The Governor’s Migratory Labor Committee, “A Report on Idaho Migratory Labor Camps,” Boise: Employment
Security Agency, 1961; Jim Adams, “Migratory Labor Survey Reveals Progress Made On Facility Improvement,” Idaho
Statesman (Boise) November 21, 1965: 45, http://www.newsbank.com; “Twin Falls Labor Camp Complaints Answered,”
Idaho Statesman (Boise) June 22, 1976: 22, http:/ /www.newsbank.com.

200 Annette Jenkins, “Bias Claim Spurs Probe of Labor Camp,” Idaho Statesman (Boise) Aptil 29, 1975:24,

http:/ /www.newsbank.com; Pat Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro,” The Times-News, September 1,
1996; U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Twin Falls Quadrangle, 1979,
https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/topoexplorer/index.html; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,”
83-15919.
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Figure 4-4. Topographical map of the camp from 1964. Figure 4-5. Topographical map of the camp from 1979,
USGS Twin Falls Quadrangle Maps, 1964. incorrectly reflects building removal. USGS Twin Falls
Quadrangle Maps, 1979.

Occupants and Lifestyle

People living at the camp from the 1950s through the 1980s were primarily Mexicans and
Mexican Americans. Individuals and families living there were typically seasonal laborers. They
would move between Idaho camps, and often go out of state, following crop harvests or visiting
family in other places between harvests.*”

The physical conditions and services at the camp deteriorated over the years. The Twin Falls
County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association’s funding stream, made up of local farmers’
membership dues, proved to be insufficient. They could not cover many of the services that the
Farm Security Administration and the WEFA had provided to camp residents when the camp was
under their ownership. These included health care and education. Such services eventually stopped.
The safety and cleanliness of the camp depended largely upon individual camp managers. Local
organizations, churches, and other concerned individuals offered to assist the Association in the care
of the camp and its residents. Such offers were often declined by management.*”

In the 1970s, people created resources at the camp to better serve the children living there. Many
seasonal farm laborers were forced to bring their young children with them to work for lack of a
safe place to leave them. This led local religious groups to partner with the Twin Falls Young

201 For more on seasonal workers traveling between labor sites and housing, see Jim Nortis, Norh for the Harvest: Mexcican
Workers, Growers, and the Sugar Beet Industry (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2009).
202 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3.
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Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) in 1970 to establish a daycare center at the camp. A
combined library and recreation center within the complex was present by 1971. Children could play
and read there, supervised by community volunteers and employees of the YWCA. In 1975, the
Idaho Migrant Council, an advocacy organization for migrant laborers in Idaho, requested $31,000
from the Twin Falls County commissioners to develop recreation facilities at the camp. It is
unknown if any of that requested was funded.*”

Figure 4-6. Children writing
the schedule of the Magic
Valley Bookmobile, which
visited the camp weekly, in
1971. Idabo Statesman, July
12, 1971.

Also in 1975, the Department of Housing and Urban Development opened an investigation of
racial discrimination at the camp. Residents reported unequal treatment and harassment against
Mexicans and Mexican Americans from the camp manager. The Idaho Migrant Council was aware
of the investigation and sought better treatment for the camp residents. Later that year, Comunidad
Voluntaria Mexicana, a Chicago-based farm labor organization, staged a march through downtown
Twin Falls. They protested the unsanitary conditions at the camp, as well as the discriminatory
practices. It is unclear what came of the investigation, though physical improvements in the spring
of 1976 may have been related.”

203 Idaho Statesman, “Bookmobile Visits Children In Twin Falls Labor Camp,” July 12, 1971: 26,

http:/ /www.newsbank.comy; Idaho Statesman, “Groups Plan Child Center For Migrants,” May 11, 1970: 28,

http:/ /www.newsbank.com; Idaho Statesman, “Play Area Fence Asked By Twin Falls Migrants,” Februaty 25, 1975: 17,
http://www.newsbank.com.

204 “Bias Claim Spurs Probe of Labor Camp.”; “TF Labor Camp condition protest march Saturday,” Times-News, May 8,
1975; Idaho Statesman, “Twin Falls Labor Camp Complaints Answered,” June 22, 1976: 22.
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5. The Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp-El Milagro: 1988—2018

Idaho Migrant Council (Community Council of ldaho)

By the late twentieth century, the Twin Falls County Farm Labor Sponsoring Association’s
membership was in decline, and the need for migrant laborers had evolved. No longer able to
maintain the camp, the Association sold it to the Idaho Migrant Council, Inc., for $135,000 in 1988.
Humberto Fuentes founded the non-profit Idaho Migrant Council in 1971 to provide housing and

other services, as well as to serve as an advocacy organization to migrant laborers in the state.””

In 1990, the Idaho Migrant Council changed the name of the camp from the Twin Falls
Migratory Farm Labor Camp to El Milagro, or The Miracle, Housing Project. The council
underwent a name change in 2006, becoming the Community Council of Idaho.””

Today, the Community Council of Idaho is the largest nonprofit serving the Latino population
in Idaho (see Chapter 7 for more information on the Latino community in Idaho). In addition to
operating five multi-family housing complexes, the council conducts employment and training
programs, and operates ten Migrant and Seasonal Head Start centers in southern Idaho and three

health centers in eastern Idaho.?”’

Physical Description

Significant renovations and upgrades to the camp’s infrastructure and housing occurred in the
1990s. Darrel McRoberts, plant manager of the Green Giant packing plant in Buhl, spoke of the
“perennial housing shortage” for seasonal laborers.””® He desctibed how many temporary workers in
the area would finish a harvest and look to secure housing for the next harvest before heading out of
town for short vacations. He noted that if there was no suitable housing available, they might not
return. To address this need for sufficient housing, in 1990, Green Giant, one of the main employers
of El Milagro residents, provided $15,000 in funding to rehabilitate buildings on the campus.™”

205 Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; Marta Cleaveland, “Idaho Migrant Council
purchases labor center,” Times-News, May 5, 1988; Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

206 Tetter from Jane Rodriquez, Idaho Migrant Council, Inc. to Thomas Green, Idaho State Historic Preservation Office,
August 21, 1990; Bauer and Jacox, “Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-15919, 3; “Major Improvements Being
Made to Old Labor Camp,” Times-News, April 5, 1992.

207 Community Council of Idaho, “About us,” accessed December 17, 2020,
https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/about/.

208 Matt Smith, “Migrants face another housing shortage,” Times-News, June 29, 1991.
209 Pat Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro,” Times-News, September 1, 1996; Smith, “Migrants face
another housing shortage.”
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More improvements were soon to come. Also in 1990, the Idaho State Department of
Commerce awarded the City of Twin Falls an Idaho Community Development Block Grant to make
improvements at the complex. This grant, combined with financial contributions from the City and
the Idaho Housing Agency, netted $637,418 that funded upgrades completed by 1992. These
included installation of a sewer trunk line and a main water line, improving water pressure and
providing pressure for fire suppression, remodeling of most of the single-family houses, remodeling
of one barrack into a two-bedroom duplex for homeless families, and remodeling six barracks into
twenty-four studio apartments. In 1999, the Migrant Council received a $61,000 grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development project to make twenty-four units at El Milagro
accessible. *'’

Newspaper coverage of camp changes in the 1990s, including street paving due to a $1 million
block grant, indicate that in 1996, 428 residents lived in 101 houses and apartments. At that time,

rent varied from $175 to $319 per month for a three-bedroom apartment.”"!

Renovations to the buildings have continued over time. In 2012, mentorship program
YouthBuild El Milagro began renovating housing units on the campus. By 2015, residency at El
Milagro dropped to 281 people, with eighty-four families among them. Of those families, seventeen

were farmworker families. 22

210 Gregory Harbor, “Migrant Council gets grant to improve accessibility of duplex,” Times-News, October 12, 1999:2,
http://www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Major Improvements Being Made to Old Labor
Camp.”

211 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”

212 Denise Turnert, “Volunteer nurtures El Milagro kids,” Témes-INews, September 6, 2003,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspaper/publication/TN; “Migrant council hosts children’s event,” Times-
News, April 28, 2004: 9, http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibraty.org/newspapet/publication/TN; Julie Wootton, “Giving
Students a Second Chance,” Times-News, May 27, 2012,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Community Council of Idaho, “2015 Annual
Report,” 2015, 15, https://communitycouncilofidaho.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2015-Annual-Report.pdf
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of Idaho, 2018 Annual Report.

As of 2019, forty-five of the original forty-seven farm labor houses remained in the camp. Most
had been altered but still retained their original footprints. None maintained their original stovepipes
but instead had modern roof vents. Nearly none of the secondary structures associated with the
houses, such as garages, tool sheds, and clothes lines, remained. Some houses had their original
picket fences. Most had modern additions, including television antennae, satellite dishes, and storage
sheds.””

Twenty-nine of the original thirty-six barracks-style buildings were extant, with twenty-seven still
used for housing. Of these structures, some were single-family homes, some duplexes, and others

four-plex units.**

The original gatehouse had been altered into a building for the Felipe Cabral Migrant and
Seasonal Head Start program. The utility building, which once housed showers and laundry facilities,
had been converted into an office for El Milagro Housing. A public meeting area and concrete
basketball court now stand on the foundation of the original community building.*”

213 Barbara Perry Bauer and Elizabeth Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idabo (Boise, ID: TAG Historical
Research & Consulting, 2019), 6; Bauer and Jacox, “House 1—Migratory Farm Labor Camp,” 83-19323, 3.

214 Bauer and Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idabo, 6.

215 Bauer and Jacox, E/ Milagro Family Apartments, Twin Falls, Idabo, 6.

120 | El Milagro: Un Contexto Historico/A Historic Context



A
’.

N

'E-"aL@r-Ca.ﬂG

)

Figures 5-2-5-5. Aerial photographs of El Milagro Housing Complex from 1992 (upper left), 2003 (upper right), 2011 (lower lef?), and 2016
(lower righ?). Google Earth Pro 2020.
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Occupants and Lifestyle

The makeup of residents of the former camp shifted overtime, as the camp became a housing
complex for low-income individuals who were not necessarily connected to agricultural work. While
some seasonal laborers still lived here, by 1996, manager Rudy Rodriguez said that more than 90
percent of residents stayed year-round. They attributed this to changes in the agricultural industry
creating fewer jobs in the fields. El Milagro now sheltered low-income families and homeless single
people, and provided emergency temporary housing, in addition to housing temporary workers. In
1999, the requirement to qualify for housing at El Milagro was earning less than the area’s median
income and making at least 30 percent of that from agriculture. In recent years, there has been no
agricultural restriction on tenants’ income.*"’

Changes also came to the complex as the buildings were physically upgraded. Long-time resident
Josefina Valenzuela reported in 1996 that in her twenty-one years living there, she witnessed the
“squalor” turn into what the Tzmwes-INews paraphrased as “a cleaner neighborhood of flowers and

famz'/z'a.”m

Figure 5-6. Josefina Valenzuela, making tortillas in her kitchen at El Milagro.
Andy Sawyer, The Times-News, September 1, 1996.

216 Harbor, “Migrant Council gets grant to improve accessibility of duplex.”; Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle
reshapes El Milagro.”
217 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”
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Figure 5-7. Former farm laborer Antonio Ortega in his garden at his house in El
Milagro. Andy Sawyer, The Times-News, September 1, 1996.

Various youth-focused services and programs have started at El Milagro over the years. A Head
Start summer camp program started at El Milagro in 1996, when it supported eighty-four children of
migrant workers, most of them from neighboring cities. In 2003, area resident Laurell Ingram began
an outreach Christian ministry called Kids Klub for children living in the housing project. She and
other volunteers organized clean-up projects, renovated classrooms, and hosted festivities. *

In recent years, organizations have worked to integrate El Milagro residents with the greater
Twin Falls community. In 2003, the Twin Falls Magic Valley Academy of Music formed El Milagro
Children’s Choir, open to all children in Twin Falls, to sing and learn Spanish. In 2004, the Idaho
Migrant Council hosted a public celebration of El Dia de los Nifios to promote Mexican culture and
awareness. Another organization connecting community members with the complex is YouthBuild
El Milagro, which formed in 2012 to help teens and young adults with one-on-one mentoring.*"”

218 Marcantonio, “Gradually, a miracle reshapes El Milagro.”
219 Turner, “Volunteer nurtures El Milagro kids”; “Migrant council hosts children’s event,” 9; Wootton, “Giving
Students a Second Chance.”
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Figure 5-8. After becoming homeless unexpectedly, this family, photographed in
2016, lived at El Milagro for neatly six years and were then able to purchase a home
nearby. Drew Nash, Twin Falls Times-News, June 29, 2018.
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Figure 5-9. A resident of El Milagro in their kitchen in 2018. Community Council of
Idaho, 2018 Annual Report.

124 | El Milagro: Un Contexto Historico/A Historic Context



6. Japanese Americans in ldaho

Early Japanese Immigration to Idaho

Japanese immigration to the United States began in the late nineteenth century. Idaho was one
the first states in which Japanese immigrants settled. Here they found employment in railroad
construction and the sugar beet industry. Sugar factories built in the early 1900s in Idaho Falls,
Nampa, and Sugar City succeeded in large part because of Japanese workers.””

Japanese immigrants faced increasing forms of racial discrimination soon after their arrival in the
United States. Laws passed at the federal and state levels prohibited Japanese and other Asian
immigrants from becoming naturalized citizens. In 1913, California passed the country’s first alien
land law, which prevented aliens ineligible for citizenship from purchasing land. A decade later,
Idaho passed an anti-Japanese land law that was patterned after California’s. The federal
Immigration Act of 1924 banned further immigration from Japan.*'

Despite such racism, Japanese immigrants (Issei) and their American-born children (Nisei)
created communities in the western United States. They established social and political
organizations, churches, schools, and newspapers. By 1930, 1,421 people of Japanese ancestry
resided in Idaho. Though they were represented in neatly every county, concentrated communities
existed in the Upper Snake River region, namely Bannock, Bingham, and Bonneville Counties, and
in Canyon County, adjacent to the Japanese American community in Oregon’s Malheur County. The
presence of Japanese American Citizens League chapters in Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Rexburg, and
Boise Valley further underlined these concentrations in southeastern and southwestern Idaho.”

The 1940 U.S. census recorded 1,191 people of Japanese ancestry in Idaho. Of that figure, 36
percent were Issei and 64 percent were Nisei. The decrease in the state’s Japanese American
community from 1930 was due, in part, to deaths among the first generation of immigrants, some
Issei moving out of state, and older Nisei leaving Idaho for educational and employment
opportunities. In the pre-World War II era, Japanese Americans operated approximately 150 farms
in Idaho. A 1946 study provided information on such farms in the Boise and Snake River Valleys, in
southeastern Oregon and southwestern Idaho, an area known today as the Treasure Valley. The
Japanese American farming community in Boise Valley was small and scattered prior to the war.
Such farms produced primarily onions, potatoes, sugar beets, peas, lettuce, and carrots. The Snake

220 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism,” accessed October 26, 2020, https:/ /densho.otg/a-community-
grows-despite-racism; Robert C. Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” Idaho Yesterdays 22, no. 1 (Spring
1978), 2; Robert C. Sims, “The ‘Tree Zone’ Nikkei: Japanese Americans in Idaho and Eastern Oregon in World War II,”
in Nikkei in the Pacific Northwest: Japanese Americans and Japanese Canadians in the Twentieth Century, ed. Louis Fiset and Gail
M. Nomura, (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2005), 237.

221 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism;” Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” 3.

222 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism;” Sims, “The Japanese American Experience in Idaho,” 3;
DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1V alley and Snake River Valley, 3.
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River Valley community, on the other hand, accounted for the majority of Japanese Americans in
Idaho, with an estimated population of 950 in 1941. These farmers grew mostly sugar beets,
potatoes, and onions. Japanese American residents in the Snake River Valley frequently visited
nearby Ontario, Oregon, which prior to the war had a Japanese community hall, Japanese restaurant,
and bi-monthly Buddhist church services. The Snake River Valley in general, and Ontario in
particular, were known for being friendly to people of Japanese ancestry before, during, and after

World War I1.2%

Forced Removal and Incarceration During World War Il

The United States entered World War II following the December 7, 1941, Imperial Japanese
naval attack on a U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii. Western political leaders used
this attack, alongside decades of anti-Japanese sentiment, to call for the removal of Japanese
Americans from the West Coast. Despite no evidence that Japanese Americans posed any threat to
national security, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 on February 19,
1942. This led to the forced removal and incarceration of 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry, two-
thirds of whom were American citizens.”*

General John L. DeWitt, commanding general of the U.S. Army’s Western Defense Command,
soon created military zones on the West Coast from which all people of Japanese ancestry would be
removed. The area included all of California, the western halves of Oregon and Washington, and the
southern half of Arizona. Over the spring and summer of 1942, the U.S. Army’s Wartime Civil
Control Administration (WCCA) moved Japanese Americans living in this area into temporary
assembly centers. From these centers, Japanese Americans were moved into ten permanent
concentration camps operated by the War Relocation Authority (WRA). Minidoka, in Jerome
County, Idaho, was one of these camps. Each camp was similar, with barracks surrounded by
barbed wire and guard towers. Some Japanese Americans were sent to other sites of confinement
during the war, including additional facilities maintained by the WRA, internment camps run by the
Department of Justice and U.S. Army, immigration detention stations, federal prisons, and farm

labor camps such as that at Twin Falls.”

In December 1944, the U.S. Supreme Court decided unanimously in the case Ex parte Mitsuye
Endo that the federal government could not indefinitely confine American citizens of Japanese
ancestry. This led the U.S. War Department to allow Japanese Americans to return to the West
Coast. By 19406, the last of the WRA camps closed. Many Japanese Americans returned to the West
Coast but found conditions much changed. Due to the forced removal, most had had to sell their

22> DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 3—6, 13, and 27; KGW staff, “I Wonder: Where
did Tteasute Valley get its name?,” November 13, 2009, https:/ /www.kgw.com/article/news/i-wondet-where-did-
treasure-valley-get-its-name /283-89948631.

224 Densho, “Looking Like the Enemy,” accessed October 26, 2020, https://densho.otrg/looking-like-the-enemy.

225 Densho, “A Community Grows, Despite Racism”; “Sites of Incarceration,” Densho Encyclopedia, June 12, 2013,
http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Sites%200f%20incarceration; Brian Niiya, “Military Areas 1 and 2, Densho Encyclopedia,
June 10, 2020, https://encyclopedia.densho.org/Military_Areas_1_and_2.
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properties, businesses, and homes. After the war, Japanese Americans started over. Some rebuilt
their communities on the West Coast, others established new communities in the intermountain and
midwestern states. The federal government acknowledged its wrongdoings with passage of the the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988. The act included a formal apology from President Ronald Reagan as well
as redress payments of $20,000 to every surviving former incarcee.”

Role in Agricultural Development

War Relocation Authority’s Seasonal Leave Program

Nearly half of Japanese Americans on the West Coast had operated farms or worked as
agricultural laborers prior to the war. Following the announcement of Executive Order 90606,
business interests began requesting access to this potential workforce. Many of these requests came
from sugar companies. Sugar was an essential wartime commodity. With the United States no longer
importing sugar from foreign markets, due to the war with Japan, American farmers had increased
their sugar beet acreage. In 1942, farmers planted more than a million acres of sugar beets, an
increase of 25 percent from the previous season. Most of the existing workforce had left for wartime
industrial jobs or military service. Farmers, especially in the intermountain states where half a million
acres had been planted, desperately needed workers to cultivate and harvest the labor-intensive crop.
Sugar companies, which contracted with farmers for the raw materials, led the calls for replacement
laborers.””’

WRA director Milton Eisenhower called a meeting of western governors in early April 1942.
During the meeting, he hoped to finalize plans for the forced removal of Japanese Americans to
inland concentration camps. He also wanted to explore possibilities of using this community as an
agricultural work force. Many governors expressed anti-Japanese sentiments during the meeting, but
Idaho’s Chase Clark was especially hostile. He openly admitted his own racism, stating “I would hate
it, even though I didn’t know anything about it, after I am dead, to have the people of Idaho hold
me responsible at a time like this for having led Idaho full of Japanese during my administration. I
want to admit right on the start that I am so prejudiced that my reasoning might be a little off,

95228

because I don’t trust any of them.”* Idaho Attorney General stated at the same meeting that “all

Japanese should be put in concentration camps for the remainder of the war. We want to keep this a

226 Densho, “Japanese American Responses to Incatceration,” accessed October 26, 2020, https://densho.org/japanese-
american-responses-to-incarceration; Densho, “Writing a Wrong,” accessed October 26, 2020,
https://densho.org/righting-a-wrong.

227 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 123—24; Morgen Young, “Otregon Plan,” Densho Encyclopedia, March 5,
2020, http://encyclopedia.densho.otg/ Oregon%20Plan.

228 WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26, Folder: Relocation of
Japanese: Salt Lake City Meeting: April 7, 1942, 19, Box 7: Meetings and Conferences, Entry 2: Headquarters Records:
Basic Documentation and Informational Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942—1946, Record Group
210: War Relocation Authority, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.
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white man’s country.” *’ Clark also advocated for putting Japanese Americans in concentration
camps, but initially protested against the placement of such a camp in Idaho. He also opposed
bringing any Japanese American laborers into the state, despite outcry from his constituents that
such labor was desperately needed.””

Given the racist rhetoric expressed by many of the governors, as well as fears of potential
violence in communities where Japanese Americans might be sent, Eisenhower decided that the
WRA would not pursue any farm labor program for the time being. State and local officials,
however, took further action. Oregon governor Charles Sprague appealed to President Roosevelt as
such sugar beet labor was needed in Malheur County. It was only after the president directed
Eisenhower to make such laborers available to western states that the WCCA and WRA allowed
Japanese Americans to leave temporary assembly centers for farm work, beginning in May 1942.
With the labor crisis mounting in Idaho, Clark himself relented and allowed Japanese American
laborers to enter the state. In June, he provided written assurance to the WRA that the state would
pay these individuals prevailing wages; provide protection, housing, health care, and food; and

arrange for all transportation.”"

The movement of Japanese Americans from temporary assembly centers to inland farms and
labor camps marked the beginning of the WRA’s Seasonal Leave Program. Between June 1942 and
December 1944, the WRA helped implement more than 33,000 farm labor contracts (See Table 6-1).
The WRA defined seasonal leave as agricultural work to be accomplished during a specified period of
time in a specifically defined area. Most individuals and families on seasonal leave had to first be
cleared by the Federal Bureau of Investigations, then they were issued permits stipulating where and
for how long they were allowed to work outside the concentration camps. Once out on seasonal
leave, one could apply for indefinite leave and permanently leave the concentration camps, though until
January 1945, no one could return to the West Coast. The Seasonal Leave Program was part of the

WRA’s broader resettlement efforts to move Japanese Americans permanently away from the West
Coast.”

229 WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26, Folder: Relocation of
Japanese: Salt Lake City Meeting: April 7, 1942, 19, Box 7: Meetings and Conferences, Entry 2: Headquarters Records:
Basic Documentation and Informational Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942—1946, Record Group
210: War Relocation Authority, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC.

20 WRA San Francisco Office, Report on Meeting of Western Governors, April 8, 1942, 26-27; Young, “Oregon Plan”;
Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 125-26; Sims, “The ‘Free Zone’ Nikkei,” 240, 243, 245.

231 Young, “Oregon Plan”; Letter from Milton Eisenhower to Governor Chase Clark, June 16, 1942; Folder: Idaho, Box
10: Relocation Division: Public Attitude Files, Entry 2: Headquarters Records: Basic Documentation and Informational
Files: Headquarters Basic Documentation: General, 1942-1946, Record Group 210: War Relocation Authority, National
Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC; Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 28.

232 U.S. Department of the Intetior and the War Relocation Authority, The Evacuated Pegple: A Quantitative Description
(Washington, DC: War Relocation Authority, 1945), 26; Dillon S. Myer, Uprooted Americans: The Japanese Americans and the
War Relocation Authority During World War II (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1971), 133; War Relocation
Authority, The Relocation Program: A Guidebook for Residents of Relocation Centers (Washington, DC: War Relocation
Authority, May 1943), 2; Daniels, Prisoners Without Trail, 72, 74-75, 77.

128 | El Milagro: Un Contexto Histérico/A Historic Context



Table 6-1. Seasonal Farm Labor Contracts Issued, 1942—1944.

Camp 1942 1943 1944
Assembly Centers 1,579 _ _
Gila River (AZ) 8 432 362
Granada (CO) 1,401 1,659 819
Heart Mountain (WY) 1,395 2,908 1,731
Jerome (AR) _ 207 36
Manzanar (CA) 1,142 640 870
Minidoka (ID) 1,850 3,822 3,022
Poston (AZ) 816 1,445 859
Rohwer (AR) _ 518 617
Topaz (UT) 686 1,381 1,150
Tule Lake (CA) 990 1,050 1
Annual Total 9,867 14,062 9,467

Total Contracts Issued: 33,396
Source: U.S. Department of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority, The Eracuated Peaple: A Onantitative Description (Washington, DC: War
Relocation Authority, 1945). Approximately 38% of the seasonal workers during this period came from Minidoka.

Recruitment of Laborers

Sugar companies were the first to actively recruit Japanese American laborers from temporary
assembly centers and concentration camps. Amalgamated Sugar Company, American Crystal Sugar
Company, Great Western Sugar Company, Holly Sugar Company, and Utah-Idaho Sugar Company
all utilized Japanese American labor during the war. These companies placed advertisements in
concentration camp newspapers, such as those included by Utah-Idaho Sugar and Amalgamated
Sugar in the Minidoka Irrigator. Such ads typically emphasized seasonal labor as an opportunity to
escapes the confines of camp. But they also marketed the work as the patriotic duty of Japanese
Americans, ignoring the fact that the federal government had unjustly incarcerated these American
citizens and denied them their civil liberties. Sugar company representatives visited sites of
confinement and placed recruitment notices on community hall bulletin boards and in other public
areas.””

233 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”
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Figure 6-1. The Utah-Idaho Sugar Company, along with other sugar companies,
published recruitments ads in camp newspapers. This was printed in a March 1943
issue of the Minidoka Irrigator. National Archives and Records Administration, Washington
DG, Record Group 210.
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Figure 6-2. An Amalgamated Sugar Company recruitment ad in a May 1943 issue of
the Minidoka Irrigator specifically highlighted housing at the Twin Falls camp. National
Abrchives and Records Administration, Washington DC, Record Group 210.
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Representatives from the sugar companies as well as the U.S. Employment Service staffed
employment offices at assembly centers and concentration camps. In these offices, individuals
reviewed contracts from farmers. Such contracts stipulated the work expected, wages, and housing.
A range of housing was offered, from living quarters on private farms to permanent and mobile
labor camps operated by the Farm Security Administration (FSA). The latter typically afforded better
living conditions than private housing, as demonstrated by one Japanese American man who
reported living in a rundown shack on a farmer’s property that he said was no better than a chicken
coop.”*

Initially it was difficult to recruit laborers, as it was unclear how local communities might receive
Japanese Americans. When sugar company representatives visited the Puyallup Assembly Center in
June 1942, they found a newspaper clipping outlining a speech Gov. Clark had given to the Lions
Club in Grangeville, Idaho, on May 22. In what became known as the “rat speech,” Clark declared
that “Japs live like rats, breed like rats and act like rats. We don't want them . . . permanently located
in our state.”” Many Japanese Americans were apprehensive to travel to areas demonstrating such

openly racist attitudes.”*

The reception of Japanese American laborers in local communities varied. People who
participated in the Seasonal Leave Program shared information via letters or articles in camp
newspapers about their experiences. Those working in western Idaho and eastern Oregon generally
reported being well received, while those working in Montana experienced blatant hostility. Some
businesses, including a few in Twin Falls, refused to serve Japanese American patrons.”’

But enough Japanese Americans reported back to assembly centers and concentration camps
that the conditions were favorable that increasing numbers of people signed up for farm labor work
in 1942 and 1943. Initially mainly men signed up for such work, but as the Seasonal Leave Program
continued, more women and families left the concentration camps for agricultural work
opportunities. People left the WRA facilities for many reasons: the ability to earn better wages, as
they could earn more in a few days’ time than in a month working in the camps; the opportunity to
escape barbed wire and armed guatds; and a chance to contribute to the war effort.”

Seichi Hayashida, in a 1989 oral history, spoke of his decision to sign up for agricultural labor in
1942:

...in order to get a leave, to leave the camp, you had to answer a lot of questions,
and it was a temporary leave. You weren’t leaving permanent. We had to come back
within so many months...And since we were farmers — I was a farmer, my wife was
from a farm family so — that was the only work that was really open at that time, the
first year, farm work out in eastern Oregon, western Idaho and that’s why we went

234 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 132-33.

235 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127.

236 Sims, “The Japanese Ametrican Experience in Idaho,” 7; Letter from Hito Okada to Governor Chatles Sprague, May
25,1942, Marvin Gavin Pursinger Collection on Japanese American Relocation, Oregon Historical Society, Portland.
237 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 131; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”

238 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127-29.
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out, because I didn’t like the life in the camp, you know being cooped up in a mile
square with 10,000 other people. So, this is the reason we went out as soon as we
could. I spent less time in camps than most of the people.”

Carl Nomura left Manzanar for farm work in Idaho in 1942. He first went to a mobile FSA
camp in Paul and then lived in a former Civilian Conservation Corps camp turned permanent FSA
facility in Rupert. In his 2003 memoir, he recalled that “a huge labor shortage developed in Idaho,
Utah, Montana and Colorado as farmers lost their workers to the war effort. In desperation, the
farmers were turning to us for help. We, in turn, were being offered a chance to venture outside the
barbed-wire fence.””* Though he escaped the barbed wire, he did write of still being under guard
while in the labor camps.*!

Figure 6-3. Japanese American laborers at the Twin Falls camp made curtains out of
empty sugar sacks from Amalgamated Sugar Company. The company heavily recruited
Japanese Americans for much needed sugar beet labor in the 1940s. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection, L.C-USF34-073755-D.

Representatives from the Amalgamated Sugar Company arrived at the Sacramento Assembly
Center in California on May 28, 1942, to recruit laborers to cultivate sugar beets in Idaho. A small
group signed contracts to work in Twin Falls County’s 6,500 acres of sugar beets, to be paid
prevailing wages of $9.50 per acre or forty-five cents an hour. They were given the option of living

239 Seichi and Chiyeko Hayashida Oral History, September 7, 1989, IEPBS/History of Idaho #87, Idaho State Archives,
Boise.

240 Carl Nomura, Sleeping on Potatoes: A Lumpy Adventure from Manzanar to the Corporate Tower (Bellingham, WA: Eramus
Books, 2003), 56-59.

24 Nomura, Sleeping on Potatoes, 59.
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at an FSA camp or in housing provided by local farmers. On June 2, thirty-five men and one woman
arrived at the Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor Camp. They were the first Japanese Americans to

live and work at the camp.242

Sugar company representatives also recruited from the WRA concentration camps, once they
opened in the summer and autumn of 1942. Laborers came to the Twin Falls Migratory Farm Labor
Camp from Heart Mountain, Manzanar, Minidoka, and Poston. Located less than twenty-two miles
from the Twin Falls camp, Minidoka provided the steadiest stream of Japanese American laborers
between 1942 and 1944.*%

Figure 6-4. A Japanese American laborer photographed at the T'win
Falls camp in July 1942. Representatives from the Amalgamated Sugar
Company began recruiting Japanese Americans for the Twin Falls camp
at the temporary assembly center in Sacramento, California in May 1942.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, 1.C-
USF34-073759-D.

24 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 127; Ed. Lawson Fusao Inada, Only What We Conld Carry (Betkeley, CA:
Heyday, 2000), 419; “Beet Workers to Go to Idaho,” Walerga Wasp, May 30, 1942; “Additional 22 Leave for Idaho,”
Walerga Wasp, June 10, 1942.

24 “Beet workers leave,” Manzanar Free Press, October 5, 1942; “Many Leave Minidoka for Idaho Farms,” Pacific Citizen,
September 24, 1942; “Many Residents Leave Hunt for Outside Work,” Minidoka Irrigator, October 23, 1943.
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Contributions to Agriculture

Figure 6-5. Japanese Americans who lived at the Twin Falls camp mainly worked with
such crops as sugar beets, potatoes, and onions. These unidentified workers were
photographed in July 1942. Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OW1
Collection, LC-USF34-073809-E.

Japanese Americans contributed to agriculture across the United States. In 1942, during the first
year of the WRA’s Seasonal Leave Program, much of the work focused on cultivating and harvesting
sugar beets in intermountain states. A June 1942 article in the Pacific Citizen included a U.S.
Employment Service representative’s declaration that Japanese Americans had salvaged Idaho’s $16
million sugar beet crop that spring. The same article noted that the laborers were not under armed
guard. They were, however, under surveillance in labor camps, with movement outside of the camps
restricted, and outside visitors limited. By the end of 1942, state and local officials, sugar company
representatives, and farmers credited Japanese Americans with saving the sugar beet crops in Idaho
as well as Montana, Wyoming, and Utah.**

244 “Tapanese Workers Save Idaho Beet Crop,” Pacific Citigen, June 18,1942, 1, 7; Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and
Loading,” 134.
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Figure 6-6. Unidentified Japanese American who lived at the Twin Falls camp in 1942.
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-
073811-E.

Figure 6-7. Much of the agricultural labor was stoop work, with Japanese Americans
bent over in fields thinning sugar beets ot harvesting potatoes. Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWT Collection, LC-USF34-073812-E.
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Japanese Americans also provided labor for other crops in Idaho, such as potatoes, onions, and
tree fruits. In the autumn of 1943, local interests recognized Japanese Americans for saving both the
sugat beet and potato crops that year.””

When the Seasonal Leave Program ended in late 1944, more than half of the participants had
been able to convert their seasonal leave into indefinite leave from the concentration camps. Over
the three years of the program, Japanese American laborers were estimated to have saved a fifth of

the country’s sugar beet acreage.”*

Post-war Japanese American Community in ldaho

Thousands of Japanese Americans lived and worked in Idaho during World War II. Many
arrived on seasonal leave permits issued by the WRA, enabling them to leave temporary assembly
centers and concentration camps for a period of time. Among the concentration camps, most
workers came from Minidoka, but others also artived in the state from Gila River, Granada
(Amache), Heart Mountain, Manzanar, Poston, Topaz, and Tule Lake. Some individuals and families
were able to secure permanent employment and worked with the WRA to convert their seasonal

leave into indefinite leave.’

After the war, 3,932 Japanese Americans resettled in Idaho. Many established homes in the
Treasure Valley, an area covering the Boise and Snake River Valleys, as well as Malheur County,
Oregon. The Idaho counties that saw the greatest increase in Japanese American residents in the
postwar period were Canyon, Payette, and Washington, with particular concentrations near the
towns of Caldwell, Payette, and Weiser. These counties all border Malheur County, Oregon, whose
Japanese American community grew from 137 in 1940 to 1,170 in 1950, an increase of 750 percent.
Many Issei, Nisei, and Sansei (third generation) settled in the Treasure Valley after the war, finding it
more welcoming than the homes they had been forced to leave on the West Coast. The city of
Ontario served as a center of the Treasure Valley’s Japanese American community, with Japanese
restaurants and grocery stores, a tofu manufacturing plant, Buddhist temple, Methodist church, and

medical practice run by a Japanese American doctor.***

The Japanese American population in the Magic Valley in Southern Idaho did not experience the
same post-war growth as Treasure Valley. Between 1940 and 1950, the Japanese American
community of Twin Falls County, site of the T'win Falls camp, grew from forty-six to seventy-eight.
Jerome County, where Minidoka was located, gained only a single Japanese American resident
during the same period, per federal census records. Though Japanese Americans undoubtedly

2% DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 7.

246 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading,” 136; “The History of Japanese American Farm Labor Camps.”

247 DeYoung, Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 7.

248 Fiset, “Thinning, Topping, and Loading: Japanese Americans and Beet Sugar in World War I1,” 137; DeYoung,
Japanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River 1 alley, 27-30.
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contributed to agriculture in southern Idaho, most did not settle permanently in this part of the state
in the immediate post-war years.”*

2% Sims, “The Free Zone’ Nikkei,” 249.
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/. Latino Community in Idaho

Early Contributions of Mexican Laborers in Regional
Agriculture

Latino™" people first began artiving in Idaho in the 1860s. The majority were men from Mexico,
moving north to work as miners, agricultural laborers, railroad workers, mule packers, trappers, and
ranchers. In 1870, the U.S. Census Bureau recorded sixty people of Latino heritage as living in Idaho
Territory. Few settled in the region in the nineteenth century.”

Mexican immigration to Idaho increased in the first decades of the twentieth century. As the
state’s agricultural industry expanded, farmers needed laborers to meet growing demands. The
federal government exempted Latino laborers from recently passed immigration laws which targeted
certain nationalities, required literacy tests, and imposed other restrictions. Men were encouraged to
immigrate with their families, in an effort to both prevent them from breaking work contracts and
discourage integration into Idaho communities.” In an oral history, Felicitas Perez Garcia recalled
moving with her husband to Shelley in 1910 to work at a sugar beet processing plant. They could
not find any housing, so they eventually built their home and furnishings. She recalled, “I made my
bed out of boards, and I made the covers out of corn sacks. I would sew four together. Then I got
some grass, or whatever there was, and put it in the middle... I would do everything possible. We
would find houses that were left empty and we would get things. I made curtains from the flour

SaCkS 95253

Demand for agricultural workers increased during World War I and sugar companies directly
contracted Mexican laborers to plant, cultivate, and harvest sugar beets. The Utah-Idaho Sugar
Company contracted some 1,500 Mexicans in 1918 to work in both Utah and Idaho. Shortly upon
their arrival in Idaho, many laborers filed complaints with the Mexican consulate in California. They
stated that their wages, housing, and availability of work were not what they had agreed to with the
sugar company recruiters. In response, William McVety, Idaho state labor commissioner,
investigated conditions for Mexican workers living in T'win Falls, Idaho Falls, and Blackfoot. Former
Idaho governor William J. McConnell conducted additional investigations in Blackfoot. Subsequent
reports did highlight racism faced by such workers, but often blamed Mexicans for the conditions
they faced. Little changed for Latino laborers, who continued to be recruited by both companies and

250 This context uses the term Latino rather than Latinx, following current practice of the Community Council of Idaho.
Modern historical scholarship often uses the term Latinx in reference to people who live in the United States and have
ancestral and cultural ties to Latin America. Latinx is an inclusive and gender-neutral term that replaces Latino and
Latina.

251 Mary Malone, “Hispanic history of Idaho,” University of Idabo Argonant, October 16, 2014; McFarland, “Growing
Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history,” Idaho State Journal, August 15, 2015.

252 McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history;” Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”

253 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”
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farmers in the 1920s and 1930s. Cultural activist and historian Ana Marfa Nevarez-Schachtell found
that such recruiters made promises to Mexican immigrants that they never fulfilled.” These
individuals, according to Nevarez-Schachtell, “decided to take the risk and leave their families, their
lands, and start a new life and come to El Norte, and they were greatly disappointed. First of all,
there was no respect for human rights and the companies that offered them housing and good

salaries ... it was all lies.”*®

The Bracero Program

As the twentieth century progressed, demands for agricultural labor in Idaho continued.
Reclamation projects in Idaho converted millions of acres of arid land into viable farmlands by the
end of the 1930s. The following decade, agricultural labor shortages plagued many western and
intermountain states, including Idaho. The onset of World War II drained previous pools of farm
workers, as many left for wartime industrial jobs or joined the military. In 1942, the labor crisis
threatened farm production. In response, the governments of the United States and Mexico issued a
series of agreements allowing millions of Mexican men to work under contract in the United States
for short periods of times. In August 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued an executive
order that established the Mexican Farm Labor Program.”

The Mexican Farm Labor Program was better known as the Bracero Program, the name for the
Mexican workers as they labored with their arms and hands, “brazo” being the Spanish word for
arm. Nationally, the program lasted from 1942 to 1964, with approximately 4.6 million contracts
issued. Most were agricultural labor contracts, but braceros also worked in railroad construction and
maintenance during the 1940s. Through the program, a bracero entered the United States under a
six- or twelve-month contract. He was then assigned to a particular region of the country. Once a
contract expired, the bracero was required to return to Mexico. There he could sign another contract
and then return to the United States to work. During the war, various federal government agencies
coordinated with private agricultural companies and farmers to oversee the recruitment,
transportation, housing, and subsistence of workers.”’

24 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”

2% Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”

256 Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11, 26; Bracero History Archive, accessed November 25, 2020,

http:/ /braceroarchive.org/about; Jerty Garcia, “Bracero Program,” Oregon Encyclopedia, August 17, 2018,

https:/ /www.otegonencyclopedia.org/atticles/bracero_program/#.X76MFVB7IhE.

257 R. H. Cottrell, Beer-Sugar Economics (Caldwell, ID: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1952), 58; Bracero History Archive;
Garcia, “Bracero Program.”
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Figure 7-1. Bracero harvesting potatoes in Oregon. Oregon State
University Special Collections and Archives, P120:2734.

More than 15,000 Mexicans were recruited to work in Idaho through the Bracero Program. They
made up the largest percentage of agricultural laborers transported by federal agencies during World
War II. Other groups of workers recruited to provide critical wartime farm labor included white
migrants, Native Americans, Jamaicans, and Japanese Americans (See Chapter 6 for more
information on Japanese Americans in Idaho). In 1946, braceros accounted for 70 percent of non-
local workers in the Northwest Division of the U.S. Extension Service, an area including
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Utah, Montana, and Wyoming.**

‘Table 7-1. Braceros in Idaho, 1942-1947
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947

Unknown 1,779 4434 3,728 3,241 2,434

Source: Erasmo Gamboa, Mexican Labor & World War 11: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942—1947 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1990),
58.

258 Gamboa, Mexican 1abor & World War 11, 57-58.
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Amalgamated Sugar Company recruited the first Mexican workers to the Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp in 1942. It is not known if these individuals were recruited through the Bracero
Program or through private efforts of the company. The workers joined others already living at the
camp, including white migrants and Japanese Americans. By 1947, more than a thousand Mexicans
were working in the Twin Falls area, with at least fifty living at the Twin Falls camp.*”

Japanese Americans incarcerated by the federal government during World War II had provided a
steady stream of agricultural laborers. Japanese Americans arrived at the T'win Falls Migratory Farm
Labor Camp from several concentration camps, with Minidoka providing the highest number of
workers. When the U.S. military began drafting Japanese American men, the available workforce was
cut nearly in half. Sugar companies, farmers, and other interests increasingly relied on Mexican

laborers through the Bracero Program.*”

Mexicans participating in the program faced considerable discrimination and racism across the
United States. In Idaho, braceros organized strikes to protest mistreatment, low wages, and poor
housing conditions. In 1945, Victor Prock, while living and working at the Twin Falls Migratory
Farm Labor Camp, was arrested for being a labor agitator. He sought a one cent raise for onion
topping and had tried to rally other workers around him. He was fined ten dollars. In 1946,
hundreds of Mexican workers in the Treasure Valley went on strike. They protested against local
sugar beet farmers who had set hourly wages twenty cents lower than the rate established by the
extension service. From labor camps in Nampa, Marsing, Franklin, and Upper Deer Flat, the
workers marched in the streets of Nampa and refused to work until the standard wage was met.
Farmers agreed to meet the wages, but county officials threatened to deport anyone who violated
the terms of the strike. The Mexican consulate in Salt Lake City intervened repeatedly on behalf of
striking braceros. By the end of 1946, the Mexican government refused to send additional workers
until conditions improved.”'

The continuation of discrimination, as well as substandard working and living conditions, led to
the closure of the Bracero Program in Idaho in 1948. The program continued nationally for another
sixteen years. Like elsewhere in the United States, the program created an informal network of
migration from Mexico to Idaho. Many braceros remained in the state after their contracts expired

and helped grow the region’s Latino community.*”

259 Data and Observations on Specific Farm Labor Sites: May 30, 1943 in Burley; Folder: 201.3 Idaho; Box 24:
Intermountain Area, Salt Lake City, UT 001 to 203.8; Entry 47: Field Records; Records of Regional and Field Assistant
Director’s Offices, San Francisco: Subject-Classified General Files, 1943—1946; Record Group 210: War Relocation
Authority; National Archives and Records Administration, Washington DC; “Farm Labor Camp Will Serve Area
Through Harvest,” Times-News, July 18, 1947.

200 “Draft to Affect Farm Labor Supply in Idaho,” Minidoka Irrigator, April 15, 1944.

2601 «“Agitator at Camp Fined for Attack,” Times-News, September 26, 1945,

http:/ /www.twinfallspubliclibrary.org/newspaper/publication/TN; Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect
on heritage.”

262 McFarland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history;” Garcia, “Bracero Program.”
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The Community Grows

Latino individuals and families continued to move north after the Bracero Program ended.
People migrated from California and Texas to Idaho for work. Sugar companies continued to recruit
Latino workers. Amalgamated Sugar Company, with factories in Nampa, Idaho, and Nyssa, Oregon,
recruited Mexican families from Rio Grande Valley, Texas, to work in sugar beet fields from spring

to autumn. Desperate for workers, companies would sometimes offer loans for travel expenses.””

Once sugar beet season was over, migrant families moved to the next work opportunity.
Humberto Fuentes, founder of the Idaho Migrant Council, recalled the annual movement of his
own family, “From Nampa, we would go to east Idaho for the potato harvest in the Pocatello and
Blackfoot area. From there, we would head to west Texas where we would work for two or three
weeks. Then, we would get back to the Rio Grande Valley around November or in time for

Christmas. The following year, we did the same thing again.”***

This new wave of Latino laborers faced similar discrimination as the braceros before them.
Latino people experienced racism in hiring processes, attaining housing, and in businesses such as
restaurants and movie theaters. Esperanza Garcia first moved to Idaho in 1955. Like other Mexicans
at the time, the then seventeen-year-old and her family had been recruited from Texas by Idaho
farmers. For a few years, they followed migrant labor opportunities in Idaho, Oregon, California,
and Texas. She and her family eventually settled in Canyon County, Idaho. She recalled that “The
situation in Idaho in those years ... we often talk about the signs that read, ‘No Dogs or Mexicans
allowed.” Discrimination was very much alive. You couldn’t speak Spanish in a store. They would tell
you to speak English or get out.” Mexican American Antonio Rodriguez recalls that starting in
about 1959, signs went up in businesses in Nampa stating they would not serve Jews, Mexicans, or
Native Americans.*

263 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

264 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage.”

265 Foy, “South Idaho migrant camp residents reflect on heritage,”; Thomas Murillo, oral history recorded May 13, 1991,
https://contentlibraties.wsu.edu/digital/ collection/imls_3/id/693/rec/6; Antonio Rodriguez, oral history recorded
November 5, 1991, https://content.libraties.wsu.edu/digital/ collection/imls_3/id/1325/rec/3.
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Figure 7-2. Migrant workers in Twin Falls organized a migrant workers fiesta in 1957.
1daho State Historical Society, 76-102.65a.

In recent years, the number of seasonal laborers in Idaho has decreased. This is due in part to
greater industrialization in agricultural operations, meaning fewer people are needed to get the work
done in fields and factories, and because more formerly transient laborers are settling into
communities. Lucinda Padilla, a migrant liaison for the Twin Falls School District, noted in 2016
that most of the families do not want their children to move and risk missing school. That year, the
district’s migrant coordinator Abby Montano estimated that 80 percent of the families they served in
the school district’s migrant program were becoming “more stable” and not following annual work

cycles in other cities. **

266 Julie Wootton-Greener, “Migrant Numbers Drop, but Big Needs Persist,” Times-News, May 29, 2016;
www.magicvalley.com.
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k : »
Figure 7-3. Children of migrant workers in Twin Falls at preschool in 2015. Clark
Corbin, 1daho Ed News.

Latino Community in Idaho Today

Immigration from Mexico to Idaho continued to grow in the late twentieth century. Immigration
from other countries in Latin American, particularly Central America, also expanded in the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Increasingly, the Latino community in Idaho, like the
entire United States, is made up of U.S. citizens.””’

The Latino community is the fastest growing population in Idaho. According to the Idaho
Department of Labor, between 2010 and 2019, the Latino population increased by 30.5 percent.
Latino account for 12.8 percent of Idaho’s population, less than the rest of the country with an

overall 18.5 percent Latino population.””

As of 2019, Twin Falls and the surrounding Magic Valley contain the largest proportion of
Latinos in the state, with 24.7 percent. This is due mainly to farms and food processing operations
that employ Latino workers. Other Idaho regions contained the following Latino populations, as of
2019: southwestern, 14.1 percent; southeastern, 11.9 percent; eastern, 11.7 percent; northern, 4.5
percent; and north central, 4.2 percent.””

267 McFatland, “Growing Hispanic population part of Idaho’s history.”

268 Nicole Foy, “Report: Idaho’s Latino population grew faster than the rest of the state’s last yeat,” Idaho Statesman
(Boise), July 18, 2020, http://www.newsbank.com.

269 Foy, “Report: Idaho’s Latino population grew faster than the rest of the state’s last year.”
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The Latino community has had a presence in Idaho since before it was a state. As activist and
historian Ana Marfa Nevarez-Schachtell reflected, “the Mexican worker is very much part of the
state of Idaho, but regrettably the history was left out of the history books. The Mexican worker has

suffered a lot of disctimination and here we are, so many years later, still struggling.”””

210 Foy, ““We do not like the Mexican.”
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8. BIPOC Agricultural Workers in ldaho
Today

Black, Indigenous, and People of Color in Idaho’s
Agricultural Industry

The development and success of Idaho’s agricultural industry has depended on the labor of
people of color. In addition to Japanese American and Latino workers addressed in depth in this
context due to their connection to El Milagro, Black, Indigenous, and other people of color have
made contributions to Idaho’s agricultural growth. Records from 1943 state that fifty Jamaicans
lived at the camp (some of the 550 Jamaicans the Farm Security Administration arranged to come to
work in Idaho that year), and in 1946, fifteen Black individuals resided in the camp. Black farm
laborers also came to Idaho from Arizona in the 1950s to work in the fields. Though initial research
did not connect Indigenous peoples to El Milagro directly, Navajos came to Twin Falls in 1946 to
harvest sugar beets during what the Idaho Statesman called a “critical shortage of harvest workers”—a
shortage that threatened the agricultural industry during and immediately following World War II

(See Chapters 3, 6, and 7 for more information about this shortage).”"

Newspaper coverage from
1970 indicates that Idaho’s agricultural industry continued to be assisted by Indigenous peoples
living outside of the state, with 800 Indigenous people recruited from New Mexico to move

sprinklers on large irrigation projects in 1969 and 1970.772

People of color perform crucial labor in Idaho’s agricultural industry, as well as working in
technology, forestry, construction, healthcare, and other industries. In 2016, more than 4,000 people
came to Idaho as guest workers, many of them from Mexico. Many refugees from countries such as
Afghanistan, Burma, Congo, Eritrea, Iraq, and Sudan, have settled in Twin Falls in recent years. A
2016 article from the Washington Post discussed codependency between the white residents of Twin
Falls and recent refugees. While racism among some local residents has created vocal opposition to
immigration and the refugee community, the agricultural industry relies on the labor of new
immigrants and refugees. The article notes that employers from Twin Falls County’s farms and
factories said that “they would be lost without the low-wage workforce.” An Idaho Dairymen’s
Association representative said “The one thing we hear repeatedly from different employers, they’re

271 “School Students, Indians Helping In Labor Shortage,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), October 31, 1946: 12,
http://www.newsbank.com.

272 Jdaho Agticultural Labor Market Report, week ending October 16, 1943; Folder: Region XI: Idaho: 1943; Box 14;
Entry: 199 Farm Labor Market Reports, 1941-1943, Region XI; Record Group 211: War Manpower Commission;
National Archives & Records Administration, College Park, MD; Idabo Statesman, “Contingent of Negroes to Arrive in
May for Spring Crop Work,” April 11, 1951: 13, https:/ /www.newsbank.com/; Idaho Statesman (Boise), March 18, 1970:
28, https:/ /www.newsbank.com/; DeYoung, apanese Resettlement in the Boise 1 alley and Snake River Valley, 17.
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continually short on employees...We’re in a situation where we’ve got this workforce coming to

us.7>273

Figure 8-1. Established in 1980, the College of Southern Idaho’s Refugee Center offers
many programs to assist newly atrived refugees in Twin Falls. Paz Sutphin, Times-News,
July 2017.

Seasonal and Low-Income Housing in Twin Falls

Many communities in the Magic Valley and elsewhere in Idaho are growing and in need of
quality housing for seasonal laborers and lower-income individuals. Community Council of Idaho
operates four housing complexes in southern Idaho in addition to El Milagro: Colonia de Colores, in
Twin Falls; Proyecto Esperanza, in Heyburn; El Rancho Grand Estates, in American Falls; and
Colonia Cesar Chavez, in Blackfoot.”™

In 2018, Community Council of Idaho began an effort to redevelop El Milagro, with a goal to
create a community gathering space and affordable housing. The organization has a three-phase plan
to overhaul the complex, building all new housing, a professional business park for nonprofit

273 Audrey Dutton, “Farm to Cubicle, Idaho’s Workforce has Thousands,” Idaho Statesman (Boise), June 16, 2016,
http://www.newsbank.com; Chico Hatlan, “In Twin Falls, Idaho, co-dependency of whites and immigrants faces a
test,” Washington Post (Washington, DC) November 17, 2016, https:/ /www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/in-
twin-falls-idaho-co-dependency-of-whites-and-immigrants-faces-a-test/2016/11/17/£243f0da-ac0f-11e6-a31b-
4b6397e625d0_story.html; Megan Taros, “CSI Refugee Center continues services despite cuts,” Tzmes-News, January 14,
2020, www.magicvalley.com.

274 Community Council of Idaho, “2019 Year End Report” (Caldwell: Community Council of Idaho, 2019),

https:/ /communitycouncilofidaho.otg/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2019-CCIdaho-Annual-Report.pdf.
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businesses, and a community gathering space for youth programs, health clinics, dental services,
computer labs, and recreational areas. Ultimately, the project seeks to expand capacity, from 95 total
units in 2019 to approximately 240 units.*”

Phase I of the project, construction of sixty units of housing, was selected for Low-Income
Housing Tax Credits in 2018. Community Council of Idaho estimates the cost of Phase I is $10
million. The organization is conducting a capital campaign, seeking grants and private donations, to

raise money to complete the entire project.”’”®

The proposed redevelopment of El Milagro calls for removal of most of the original buildings at
the complex. One of the bathroom facilities, known as comfort stations, will remain. This building
will include interpretive signs about the history of El Milagro. Additionally, one of the barracks-style
buildings will be rehabilitated or reconstructed.

275 Julie Wootton-Greener, “Nonprofit plans major upgrade at aging El Milagro House Project,” Times-News, June 10,
2018, https://magicvalley.com/news/local/ nonprofit-plans-major-upgrade-at-aging-el-milagro-housing-
project/atticle_ae6a6e7d-d08c-5690-29eb-0d6020£45099.html; Julie Wootton-Greenet, “Nonprofit moves forward with
securing funding for $10M El Milagro overhaul,” September 29, 2018, https://magicvalley.com/news/local/nonprofit-
moves-foward-with-secuting-funding-for-10m-el-milagro-overhaul /article_7476d£5b-£32d-59be-8£6b-
41c1d271291a.html; Community Council of Idaho, “2018 Annual Report.”

276 Community Council of Idaho, “2019 Year End Report”; Wootton-Greener, “Nonprofit moves forward with securing
funding for $10M EI Milagro overhaul.”.
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Uprooted: Japanese American Farm Labor Camps During World War II.
http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com.

Digital Resources
Beet Sugar Development Foundation. https://bsdf-assbt.org.

Bracero History Archive. http://braceroarchive.org.

Caldwell Housing Authority. https://chaidaho.otg/

City of Twin Falls. https://www.tfid.org.

Community Council of Idaho. https://communitycouncilofidaho.org.

Densho. https://densho.org.

Densho Encyclopedia. https://encyclopedia.densho.org.

KGW. https://www.kgw.com.

Library of Congtess. https://www.loc.gov.

National Park Setvice. https://www.nps.gov.

Online Archive of California. https://oac.cdlib.org.

Oregon Encyclopedia. https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org.

Shoshone-Bannock Ttibes. http://www2.sbtribes.com.

Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation. https://www.shopaitribes.org.
Smithsonian Magazine. https://www.smithsonianmag.com.

U.S. Census Bureau. https://www.census.gov.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. Farm Service Agency. https://www.fsa.usda.gov.

U.S. Geological Survey. Historical Topographic Map Explorer.
https:/ /livingatlas.arcgis.com/topoexplorer.

University of Washington. Pacific Coast Architecture Database. http://pcad.lib.washington.edu.

Uprooted: Japanese American Farm Labor Camps During World War II.
http:/ /www.uprootedexhibit.com.
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Washington State University Libraties Digital Collections. https://content.libraries.wsu.edu/digital.

Yale University. Photogrammat. http://photogrammar.yale.edu/about/fsa_owi.
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