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IDAHO STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
RECEIVES $500,000 “SAVE AMERICA’S TREASURES” GRANT FOR HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION  
  
BOISE, ID – The National Park Service (NPS) has awarded the Idaho State Historical Society 
(ISHS) a $500,000 grant from the Save America’s Treasures program. The NPS, in 
partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and the Institute for Museum and Library Services, announced $15.5 million in 
Save America’s Treasures grants to help fund 49 projects in 29 states. The Save America’s 
Treasures program seeks to preserve and rehabilitate some of the most significant and 
iconic American structures and collections. 

After 50 years of use by the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office, and 150 years of 
service to the people of Idaho, the Assay Office building requires an additional investment 
to meet ongoing and future needs. ISHS is excited to announce a major rehabilitation of the 
building funded in part by this $500,000 Save America’s Treasures grant from NPS. This 
half-million-dollar grant is the program’s maximum possible award, and the recipient must 
match the amount dollar-for-dollar. When fully funded, this project will address long-term 
electrical and mechanical needs, remediate moister infiltration in the basement, and repair 
and replace deteriorating finishes and fixtures – all while adhering to the highest 
professional standards for historic preservation. The ISHS, in partnership with the 
Foundation for Idaho History, launched a smaller, separately funded project to rehabilitate 
and enhance the historic grounds and landscaping around the building through the annual 
Wine, Eats and Artifacts fundraiser on October 14. 

From 1999 to 2019, Save America’s Treasures has provided over $339 million to over 1,300 
projects to provide preservation and conservation work on nationally significant collections, 
artifacts, structures, and sites. These grants have leveraged more than $479 million in 
private and public investment and contributed more than 16,000 jobs to local and state 
economies. The combined awards of $15.5 million will leverage more than $20 million in 
private and public investment. 

To learn more about this grant, please contact SHPO Administrator and Deputy SHPO, Tricia 
Canaday, at (208) 488-7462 or tricia.canaday@ishs.idaho.gov.  
  

### 
The Idaho State Historical Society is an extraordinary system of cultural and historic resources 
comprised of the Idaho State Museum, State Archives, State Historic Preservation Office, and Old 
Idaho Penitentiary and Historic Sites Program. Our vision is to make history essential and accessible 
through dynamic and gratifying services that inspire, enrich, and engage all Idahoans. Learn more at 
www.history.idaho.gov.  
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