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Picket's Corral, located at the head of the valley east of Emmett, is a natural lava
rock corral. Tradition identifies this as the base for a band of horse thieves who operated in
the vicinity when settlement began in the valley below. At the time of the gold rush of
1862-1864, the corral provided an ideal base for such a gang. Well concealed, it receives a
limited water supply from a small stream which flows through the corral from the center of
a rock wall.

W. J. McConnell, a member of the Payette vigilance committee and later a United
States senator and governor, remembered Picket's Corral as a hideout not only for horse
thieves, but for bogus dust peddlers as well. McConnell also explained how his vigilantes
succeeded in breaking up the Picket Corral gang and the Washoe Ferry outlaws. The

Payette vigilantes took credit for making the area safe for the law abiding citizens.
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