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hen Idaho’ s Owyhee mines settled down to stable operations by September 1863,
W that entire minera area had a population of about 640 people who were counted in

aninitid censusthere. Although gold production around later Silver City was
anticipated to have some promise, members of an initid progpecting party had located clams
covering al placer ground that had been discovered, and lode properties around later Slver City
went unnoticed for some months. An incipient Owyhee gold rush was turned back, since new
mining clams were unavailable. Ruby City (adjacent to later Slver City) got amodest start that
fdl, but had grown to a population of about 250 by February 1864. By that time, plans to build
Silver City had been prepared, but congtruction had not started. So Silver City had no population
at al until later in 1864. Fabulous lode discoveries that attracted a great deal of interest on War
Eagle Mountain brought miners to nearby camps for which Silver City soon emerged as a supply
center.

By 1870, after sx years of steady growth, Silver City’ s population had risen to 599, of whom
118 were Chinese. An additiona 113 inhabited mining camps high on War Eagle Mountain,
while 274 more people were counted in Silver City’smining digtrict. Mot of Ruby City’s
buildings had been moved to Silver City’ s better location, and al of Silver City and its adjacent
War Eagle communities had 986 people. Following a suspension of severd important War
Eagle minesin 1874, Silver City’s population declined to 593 in 1880, and went down till more
t0433in 1890. Silver City’smining didtrict (including Dewey) had 583 in 1890, while an
additiona 36 remained on War Eagle Mountain.

After FloridaMountain’s Trade Dollar and Dewey mines began to achieve large scale production
in 1892, Silver City enjoyed along period of prosperity until 1912. So even without counting 94
minersin Dewey and 169 across FHorida Mountain, Silver City’s mining areaincreased to 976 by
1900 but went down to 364 in 1910. Activity a Dewey till supported 113 minersin 1910, but
after that, both camps soon entered a ghost town phase that has continued ever since 1912.
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