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Harriet F. Noble was born in Columbus City, Louisa County, Iowa in December of 1848 
to Maria and Joseph A. Luckett.  Her father, a gold prospector, headed for California when she 
was only two years old.  She and her mother traveled through the isthmus to San Francisco to 
join him in Sawyer’s Bar, a mining community in Siskiyou County, California near the Oregon 
border.  On July 4, 1854, her father opened the first saloon and a ten-pin alley in nearby 
Bestville, and was a founding member of the new Masonic Marion Lodge in 1861.  Hattie went 
to Portland with her grandmother, where she lived with Bishop Thomas F. Scott, the first 
Episcopal bishop of Portland, and his family so she could attend the prestigious girl’s school, St. 
Helen’s Hall.  Her parents moved to Idaho City about 1865, after the gold strike, and at age 
nineteen she joined them to teach in the public schools.  Joseph died in 1872, after a prolonged 
illness that required trips to specialists in New York City and to Michigan to take the mineral 
waters.  The Idaho World described his Masonic funeral cortege as the “largest this town has 
ever seen.” 

She was elected Engrossment Clerk of the Idaho Territorial Legislature for the 1875 
session.  Later that year, she married William B. Noble, a successful placer miner in Idaho City, 
who was twenty-five years her senior.  He was born and raised in Hardinsburg, Breckinridge 
County, Kentucky, and went to Siskiyou County, California in 1848 to prospect gold, and on to 
Idaho in 1861, where he struck it rich in the Basin.  Along with Marion Moore and several 
others, he formed the Buena Vista Bar Company, and made and lost fortunes in several business 
ventures.  The couple had four children, and William was elected to the school board before he 
suffered a head injury that left him partially paralyzed with brain damage.  He was treated in 
Blackfoot Asylum for a few months and released in 1889, but never fully recovered. 

Hattie assumed control of the family business and became active in the drive for suffrage 
and in Democratic Party politics.  The final results of her state legislative election were printed 
in the Idaho World on November 22, 1898, alongside an obituary for her husband. 

She moved to Boise City after her tenure in the legislature and continued to advocate 
educational measures such as, vocational training in public education, until it was adopted.  Her 
daughter, Gertrude F. Noble, ran for State Superintendent of Public Instruction on the 
Democratic ticket in 1908 and 1910, but lost both general elections.  Harriet Nobel died on 
August 21, 1930 in Boise where her two daughters, Gertrude and May, were teaching in the 
public schools and her son, William F., lived.  At the time of her death, her son, Harry B., was 
living in Seattle, Washington. 
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