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Cabin Creek is a rural historic district with four major episodes of 
National Register significance.  Northern Shoshoni occupation was important 
prior to Henry Catley's and R. F. Bernard's Sheepeater Campaign of 1879.  
Catley's expedition camped there July 28, but retired immediately after a 
remarkable Big Creek Gorge-Vinegar Hill clash there left his army force and 
packers stranded without supplies.  These battle sites are included in a 
somewhat larger Vinegar Hill Historic District, and his campground simply is 
an interesting historic site without archaeological inventory.  (Vinegar Hill 
is a quarter mile away, and should be incorporated into any Cabin Creek 
Historic District nomination.)  After military operations ended, army 
authorities persuaded their Big Creek adversaries to move to Fort Hall, and 
Indian activity at Cabin Creek was terminated. 

Mining operations became prominent in a number of new middle fork 
districts after additional mineral discoveries during military operations 
there in 1879, and Cabin Creek Historic District became Ben and Lew Caswell's 
prospecting base for their Thunder Mountain gold discoveries that finally set 
off Idaho's last major gold rush in 1902.  Local mining markets encouraged a 
number of ranchers to take up Cabin Creek homesteads, and some of their early 
ranch buildings and archaeological inventory survive as evidence of that 
episode in Cabin Creek's Historic District. 

Within a decade after Ben and Lew Caswell's Thunder Mountain 
discoveries, mining there went into decline until 1937-1941 and after 1980, 
but an era of recreational development maintained Cabin Creek Historic 
District.  An airstrip provided access to that remote wilderness outpost, 
which was later incorporated into Bill Harrah's middle fork recreational 
enterprises.  This transition to hunting and fishing use became Cabin Creek 
Historic District's major significance, and a larger architectural and 
transportation inventory reflects that period of importance.  All surviving 
structures are essential components of ranching and recreational eras of Cabin 
Creek Historic District's significance. 

Cabin Creek's current era of Forest Service and wilderness 
administration has antecedents in 1930 when Governor H. C. Baldridge and 
Senator William E. Borah recommended that a large area of central Idaho's 
Salmon River mountain wilderness be protected as a roadless zone.  Forest 
Service designation of a primitive area there followed a year later, and in 
1974, Forest Service acquisition of Cabin Creek Historic District brought 
wilderness management to that dude ranch outpost that was included in a much 
larger wilderness era in 1980.  Specific provisions in that congressional 
legislation protect cultural and historic resources of that area. 
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