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As a transition zone between plains, basin, and plateau 

cultural regions, southern Idaho's Snake River plains and Salmon 

River Mountains offer important archaeological, ethnological, 

economic, and historical opportunities for research and 

preservation planning.  North Idaho's plateau cultural area 

includes a cross section of Nez Perce, Coeur d'Alene-Pend 

d'Oreille, and Kutenai Indian domain, with subsequent white 

settlement, that provides a good example of northern interior 

Pacific Northwestern cultural development over thousands of 

years. 
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