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After twenty-four years of Republican administration--a 
period twice as long as any previous sequence of party control--
Idaho elected a Democratic governor in 1970.  Reelected by a 
large margin, Governor Cecil D. Andrus went on to become 
Secretary of the Interior in 1977.  Andrus and his Democratic 
successor, John Evans, had to deal with a strongly Republican 
legislature during their entire term of service, and their 
resulting need for bipartisan accommodation in administering 
Idaho's expanding state government had a major impact upon public 
administration.  A bureaucratic reorganization, conforming to a 
national trend in state government, came in 1974.  Consolidated 
or grouped into less than a constitutional limit of twenty 
departments, Idaho's state agencies were managed more easily 
after that time. 

Environmental considerations became increasingly important 
as campaign issues and as matters of public concern from 1970 on. 
 Federal responsibilities for environmental protection had been 
defined by statute in 1969, and state legislation offered 
additional controls.  Idaho's Sawtooth National Recreation Area, 
part of which received wilderness protection, was created in 
1972, and federal wild and scenic river legislation was applied 
to several important Idaho streams.  Industrial expansion helped 
account for a more rapid rate of population growth, even though 
that kind of change appealed less to many of Idaho's voters after 
1970.  During an era when a less crowded environment, with 
recreational resources less subject to ruin by overpopulation, 
was appreciated more, low pollution industries were accepted as 
less of a problem than some traditional activities.  Conforming 
to national trends, service and professional occupations expanded 
more and farming contracted as an employment opportunity for 
Idaho residents. 

Idaho's leaders continued to serve in positions of national 
prominence: Frank Church became Senate Foreign Relations 
committee chairman from 1978 to 1980, while James McClure became 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee chairman after 
1980.  As each new federal venture affecting other levels of 
government and commercial activity, state concern with national 
issues was increasingly appropriate. 
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