
 
 1 

  IIDDAAHHOO  SSTTAATTEE  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  
  
  RREEFFEERREENNCCEE  SSEERRIIEESS 
 
 A SELECT GUIDE TO SCHOLARLY WORKS RELATING 
 TO THE IDAHO REGION BEFORE 1860 
 
Number 367 October 1965 
 
 
Bischoff, William N.  ... The Jesuits in Old Oregon, 1840-1940.  

 Caldwell, 1945.  A chapter deals with the Jesuit 
missions in North Idaho. 

 
Brown, Jennie Broughton.  Fort Hall on the Oregon Trail.   

Caldwell, 1932.  Deals with the fort from its establishment 
by N. J. Wyeth, through the fur trade, Oregon Trail, and the 
stage and freight period. 

 
Cline, Gloria.  Exploring the Great Basin.  Norman, 1963.  Only a 

 small part of the Great Basin is in Idaho, but 
explorers of the Snake country also are considered in this 
thorough work. 

 
De Voto, Bernard.  Across the Wide Missouri.  Cambridge, 1947.  

 Pulitzer Prize winning history of the Rocky Mountain 
fur trade from 1832 to 1838, including the rendezvous at 
Pierre’s Hole and other Idaho areas. 

 
_____.  The Course of Empire.  Cambridge, 1952.  Includes Lewis 
 and Clark’s exploration of the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Drury, Clifford M. ... Henry Harmon Spalding.  Caldwell, 1936.  
 The story of the Nez Perce Mission after 1836. 
 
Galbraith, John S.  The Hudson’s Bay Company As An Imperial 

 Factor, 1821-1869.  Berkeley, 1957.  The Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s role in the Pacific Northwest, particularly in its 
Snake River borderland rivalry with various American fur 
companies. 

 
Ghent, W. J.  The Road to Oregon.  London, 1929.  The Oregon 

 Trail, including the Idaho portion. 
 
Hafen, Le Roy, ed.  The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far 

 West.  Glendale, 1965-.  A general survey, followed by 
biographical sketches of a large number of mountain men. 

 



 367 
 

 
 2 

Harris, Burton.  John Colter: His Years in the Rockies.  New 
 York, 1952.  Colter came through Idaho with Lewis and 
Clark, and returned to discover the Teton Basin in 1808. 

 
Howay, F. W., W. N. Sage, and H. R. Angus.  British Columbia and 

 the United States.  Toronto, 1942.  Idaho fur trade and 
mining are considered in a broader perspective. 

 
Lavender, David.  Westward Vision: The Story of the Oregon Trail. 

  New York, 1963.  The origins of the emigrant road 
across Idaho to Oregon. 

 
Monaghan, Jay.  The Overland Trail.  Indianapolis, 1947.  The 
 Idaho part of the Oregon Trail is covered. 
 
Morgan, Dale L.  Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West.  

 Indianapolis, 1953.  Includes the beginnings of the 
Rocky Mountain fur trade in Idaho. 

 
Phillips, Paul C.  The Fur Trade.  Norman, 1961.  2 v.  The fur 
 trade on an international basis. 
 
Rich, E. E.  The History of the Hudson’s Bay Company 1670-1870.  

 London, 1959.  An extended treatment of fur trade 
operations in the Columbia and Snake River country. 

 
Sandoz, Mari.  The Beaver Men.  New York, 1964.  A narrative 
 history of the fur trade in the United States. 
 
Skarsten, M. O.  George Drouillard: Hunter and Interpreter for 

 Lewis and Clark and Fur Trader, 1807-1810.  Glendale, 
1964.  A scholarly biography which includes several chapters 
on the Idaho portion of the journey. 

 
Sunder, John E.  Bill Sublette: Mountain Man.  Norman, 1959.  A 

 biography of a prominent fur trapper who was important 
in the Snake country trade. 

 
Tobie, Harvey E.  No Man Like Joe: The Life and Times of Joseph 

 L. Meek.  Portland, 1949.  Meek was a fur trapper who 
worked in the Snake country after 1829. 
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