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Howdy Prospectors!

wasabit dow with this
month’sissue. For thelast

I hopeyou'll excuse meif |

week |’ ve had theworst cold

The spaniSh Flu west of theMississippi. With al

the coughing, and sneezing, and
shivering | haven't been ableto

erybody getssick fromtime In 1918, World War | was _ ,
totime, but back inthefall of | comingtoanendandall the do anything but stay in bed.

918 alot of peoplefrom soldiersthat had gone overseas Luckily, my mulemakesagreet
around theworld got sick at the were heading home. They were bow! of chicken soup
sametime. That year, therewasa going back totheir familiesal If’eoplesay that it'sbestto
world wideinfluenzaoutbreak, what over Europeand America, wri t.e'aboqt subj ects that youare
scientistscall a* pandemic.” Histo- including right herein ldaho. fami Ilarvy|th. SO thismonth, |
riansand scientistsarenot really Unfortunately, many of them had thought I"d write about t.he'great
surewherethisnasty strain of theflu come down with the Spanish Flu fI.u outbresk of 1918, Thy S | 'tfl €
first began but sincethefirst cases and they brought it homewith VITuswas awhopper. Itdidn't
werereportedin Spainit wascalled them. Back in 1918 knowledge just affect peoplein ldaho,
the* Spanish FHu.” From Spainit about how thefluwas spread peopl edll over the planet got
quickly traveled around the globe from one person to another was S Ck!_ ) , o
causing alot of peopleto get sick not asclear asitistoday. Enjoy this mo¢h sfasg nating
and lotsof peopletotakeaction Peopledidn’t wash their hands story of the Spanish Fluin | daho.
againg getting sick.
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Continued from page 1

asoften asthey should and germs
spread much faster and made more
peoplesick.

Herein Idaho, many of thetowns
tried to prevent the spread of theflu
by closing down placeswhere
peoplegatheredin crowds. This
meant that some of thetheaters,
shops, and restaurantswere shut
down. Inaddition, city officias
asked peopleto wear cotton gauze
masks, likethekind doctorsand
nurseswesar, whenever they |eft their
houses. Themaskswereuncom-
fortably hot and hard to breathein.
But, becausethefluisoften spread
through sneezing and coughing, this
was probably one of the

1918 and influenzatheway influenza
spread was still amedical mystery.
In 1918, the hospitalswerenot as
big asthey aretoday. A lot of
smaller townsinthecountry didn’t
even have hospitalsor doctors.
Many of these people had totravel
along way to seeadoctor or a
doctor had to go seethem, often on
horseback. Very few people owned
carsback thensojusttotravel a
few milescould takeaday or
longer. Inthelarger townsand
cities, suchasTwinFals, the
hospital became overcrowded with
sick people so they had to find other
placesto put them. Sincethe

peoplein. Thismade some people
mad who needed to travel through
Challisto get to other places. Itaso
angered business peoplewho
bought and sold thingsto peoplein
Chadlis. Eventually Governor
Alexander had to stepinand tell
Chdlisofficidslet officidsfrom
other townsinto and out of Challis.
By Thanksgiving of 1918 most
peopl e around Southern Idaho were
getting pretty restless. Withtheaters
and churchesand meeting halls
closed, and kidsnot in school,
boredom started to setin. Everyone
wanted to seeamovie or go danc-
ing and parentswere concerned
about their childrenmissing

best waysto control the
spread of the disease.

In October of 1918,
somecity officiadsin
Southern and Central
|daho decided to close
thepublic schoolsasa
way to stop theflufrom
spreading further. This
break |asted anywhere
fromoneweek uptofive
monthsin someplaces.
Itwaslikean early
Thanksgiving vacation
for some student, but for thekids
whoweresick it wasn't much fun.

InTwin Fallsthepopular Lavering
Theater wasclosed for nearly five
monthsand so weremany area
churches. Authoritiesin Twin Fals,
Idaho Falls, and other placeswere
worried that thefluwould bemore
easily spread in crowded places.
They wereright about that, thefluis
very contagiousand anyonewhois
sck withinfluenzashould stay home
andrest. Looking back onit now
it'seasy to seethat the closing of
schools, churchesand businesses
probably wasn't necessary. Butin

- | moreschool. Inthebegin-
| ning of December, afew city
| officialsdecided to reopen
.| the schoolsand businesses.
771 Small outbreaksof theflu
continued hereand therein
local areas so many schools,
churches, and businesses
stayed closed until after the
New Year. Thismeant that
annud public Chrismas
celebrationshadto be
canceled in someplaces

schoolsand churcheswere already
closed, city officidsdecided toturn
thesebuildingsinto makeshift
hospitals. Inmany places, hedthy
peoplefrom thecommunity had to
becometemporary nursesand help
all of thenew patients.

Some communitiesmight have
triedtoisolatethemselvesalittletoo
muchin order to stop theflufrom
comingtotheir town. For example,
officidsinthetownof Chdlis
decided to post armed guards at
either end of thetownin order to
keep strangers out and thetowns-

around Idaho, but people
gtill celebrated at homewith friends
and neighbors.

Finaly, inthespring of 1919the
number of new flu casesdropped
off and the Influenza Pandemic of
1918 was soon athing of the past.
Although many peoplequickly
forgot about the horribleyear, many
doctorstoday still study the spread
of the Spanish Flu. By studyingthis
past pandemic, wemight be ableto
better prepare ourselvesfor future
disease outbreaks. History isa
subject that never getsold because
it alwayshas something new to

by Glen Newkirk
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1) “Flu” isashort version of thisword

2) To prevent the spread of flu you should alwayswash these

3) Thefirst casesof fluwerediscoveredin thiscountry

4) Therewere so many sick kidsin Idaho that many communities closed these
5) Thistown posted guards around their town during theflu outbreak

7) During theflu outbresk peopleworethese over their mouths

AcCross

6) A diseasethat spreadsaround theworld
8) Theflu started spreading after thiswar
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rtheMay issuethisyear
€ dliketotry something
different, but we need your

help. For thelast issueof theyear
we' dliketo havealocal history
theme. Sincethereare Prospector
chaptersall acrossthe state, we
were hoping each classwould write
ashort history of their school, town,
animportant local person, or
interesting past event that happened
nearby. We' d then print asmany of
theseaswecanintheMay issue.

Send inyour work by May 11thto:

Prospector Club

Lucky Noah

|daho State Historical Museum
610 North JuliaDavisDrive
Boise, ID 83702

or email ittousat
kzwolfer@ishs.state.id.us

| History




