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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wilsop Butte cave is located in the desert environ
The cave, a lava blister formed by expanding gas or steam

within the cooling lava, was most likely formed during the Early or

Middle Pleistocene. The butte itself is about

the surrounding plain to a maximum elevation above sea level
affording good vantage points from which one can see for miles on a
clear day.

The mouth of the cave, measures about two meters in
height and six meters in maximum width. The interior cavity is mostly
below ground surface level. The walls have a relatively smooth surface
but are fissured. Extensive streaks of calcium carbonate deposit on
the walls indicate that percolation of ground water has taken place
through the roof and sides.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although prehistoric human occupation at Wilson Butte cave was
sporadic and discontinuous, excavations in 1959-¥960 did yield
evidence of a number of occupations, the lowest of which has

been radiocarbon dated at about 15,000 years ago, or 13K23b B.C.
Two of these dates (15,000 and 14,500 B.P.) are about th¢ earliest
established in North America.

The sequence of sedimentary deposits, with thef& distinctive
physical properties and associated faunal remains, permitted

a reconstruction of past environments and climatic fluctuatiouns

in the western part of the Snake River Plain from the time of

the last major glacial advances to the present. Distinctive
assemblages of artifacts were found in the different deposits.
Interpretation of the function of these artifacts in relation

to contemporary ecological conditions has enabled a partial
reconstruction of the characteristics of the occupation which these
material remains represent.

Comparison of the assemblages at Wilson Butte cave with archaeological
material from other sites in the adjacent culture areas of the Plateau,
Great Basin, and Plains, show desert cultural relationships between
southern Idaho and each of these three areas in different time periods;
and it was found that the extent of cultural affiliations with each
area varied through time in conjunction with major changes in environ-
mental conditions in southern Idaho. This information from Wilson
Butte cave y together with that now available
from other sites in the South Hills and the foothills of the central
mountains, has permitted construction of a tentative model of the
culture history of southern Idaho.
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