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CONDITION
G Excellent ]

XX Altered

CJ Good [
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n

H Fair

Unaltered

(Check One) 

1 I Deteriorated a Ruins G Unexposed

(Check One) 

G Moved {££ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Weston Canyon rockshelter, excavated in 19.6^ and 1970. is situated

______ _^^_ The narrow and
s'£eep canyon, with peaks rising over 6000 feet
and the valley floor ranging in elevation from 5200 to 5500 feet

corridors in southeastern Idaho

flows through the canyon

Weston Canyon is near the western extremity of the middle Rocky 
Mountains, on the edge of the Great Basin. The canyon comprises the 
southern part of the Bannock Range and northwestern part of the 
Malad Range.

From the time that John C. Fremont traversed and described the canyon 
in 1843, until the present, the flora has changed considerably 
from the "fine verdure of smooth grass spread...to the bare sides 
of the rocky walls" to dense stands of sagebrush with little grass 
interspersed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A number of significant archaeological conclusions have been demon 
strated by the excavation of Weston Canyon rockshelter. Manifestations 
of the Great Basin, northwestern Great Pla^fcns and Rocky Mountain 
cultures are alj, present at Weston Canyon rockshelter. The big-game 
hunting subsistence and the lack of a significant gathering economy 
by the people that occupied the rockshelter during its use makes it 
an important site within the limits of the Great Basin, since the 
normal subsistence economy for the Great Basin is one dependent on 
small game hunting and gathering.

Two intense periods of occupation have been delineated. The date of 
the earliest occupation, approximately 7000-3500 years ago, is based 
on the similarity of the Bitterroot projectile points at Weston 
Canyon with those at Birch Creek. The second, and latest period of 
intense occupation, dates from 3500-800 years ago. Evidence 
indicates that the rockshelter was inhabited continuously into 
the last century.

Although Weston Canyon lies with the northern limits of the Great 
Basin, the cultural similarities existing between the Great Plains 
and northwestern Rockies precludes calling it a manifestation of 
the Great Basin or Desert culture. This fact makes the site, and 
area in general, significant in terms of archaeological theory; i.e., 
it exhibits new and important data in terms of distinguishing 
borderline cultures that incorporate the most beneficial elements of 
the surrounding culture areas to suit the immediate environment.



i : -& i^lOR &t| L I$GR A PH|C A i R E F E R 1 NC £ $ . : ; - • ; •• - . ; . , - : •:.,. y : : ; ; -^ ; • ; : .< : ; . • ;. : : :-;.. . .,:. > ; • x : • •< - : - - .y •>. . : :. : : •;. •;:;:; . .i. ̂  $&$'$

Delisio, Mario P., "The Natural and Cultural Stsatigraphy of the Weston 
Canyon Rockshelter, Southeastern Idaho". M.A. Thesis, Idaho State 
University, 1970.'
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NAME AND TITLE:

B. Robert Butler, Curator of Archaeology
ORGANIZATION DATE

Idaho State University Museum 22 January 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:

Idaho State University
CITY OR TOWN:

Pocatello
[il STATt LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State ]Q$. Local fj

Title State Historic Preservation
Officer 

Date 22 January 1974

STATE CODE

Idaho lb
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFTCAf ION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

/ / 1^7*1 ^ ft ^r-

ATTEST^-

s
'' ,J^ Keeper of TWe National Re gist ft 

Date //:x -j>. / ~7c/
/ / /
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ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: Weston Canyon Rockshelter
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

of NE%, Section 25, T15S, R37E
CITY OR TOWN:

Idaho -tfr- COUNTY:

PHOTO CREDIT: Mario Po Delisio
DATE OF PHOTO: 1968

MEGATIVE FILED AT: MariO P. DellSiO

Rt. 1 Homer Rd., Eagle, Idaho 83616

DESC'RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View southeast toward rockshelter prior to excavation.


