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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Weston Canyon rockshelter, excavated in 1969 and 1970, is situated

The narrow and

steep canyon, with peaks rising over 6000 feet

flows through the canyon

Weston Canyon is near the western extremity of the middle Rocky
Mountains, on the edge of the Great Basin. The canyon comprises the
southern part of the Bannock Range and northwestern part of the
Malad Range.

From the time that John C. Frémont traversed and described the canyon
in 1843, until the present, the flora has changed considerably

from the '"fine verdure of smooth grass spread...to the bare sides

of the rocky walls'" to dense stands of sagebrush with little grass
interspersed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A number of significant archaeological conclusions have been demon-
of the Great Basjfi, northwestern Great quiﬁs and Rocky Moupfain

hunting subsistence and the lack of a significant gathering economy
by the people that occupied the rockshelter during its use makes it
an important site within the limits of the Great Basin, since the
normal subsistence economy for the Great Basin is one dependent on
small game hunting and gathering.

Two intense periods of occupation have been delineated. The date of
the earliest occupation, approximately 7000-3500 years ago, is based
on the similarity of the Bitterroot projectile points at Weston
Canyon with those at Birch Creek. The second, and latest period of
intense occupation, dates from 3500-800 years ago. Evidence
indicates that the rockshelter was inhabited continuously into

the last century.

Although Weston Canyon lies with the northern limits of the Great
Basin, the cultural similarities existing between the Great Plains
and northwestern Rockies precludes calling it a manifestation of

the Great Basin or Desert culture. This fact makes the site, and

it exhibits new and important data in terms of distinguishing
borderline cultures that incorporate the most beneficial elements of
the surrounding culture areas to suit the immediate environment.
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strated by the excgvation of Weston Canyon rockshelter. Manifestations

cultures are al) present at Weston Canyon rockshelter. The big-game

area in general, significant in terms of archaeological theory; i.e.,
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