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Located on the Snake River Plain({ il of 1daho Falls, Idaho
Wasden site (10 Bv 30) consists of three lava rockshelters formed beneath the
edges of depressions resulting from the collapse and gradual
filling of a lava tube. The rockshelters are situated to— Kettle
Butte, a local landmark and extinct volcanic cone. Archaeological research
and excavation has been concentrated in the central rockshelter, Owl Cave;
the (i rockshelter (Coyote) has been tested and Dry Cat (NN is un-

tested. Access to the site is by—road trom ([l
A :-d by trail across private land.

Owl Cave is 10-12 meters wide and varies 10-20 meters from the dripline to
the back wall. Archaeological work at Owl Cave has been underway since 1965
and has resulted in the excavation of the east half, from floor fill level to a
depth of 3-5 meters, including a formerly buried alcove which probably re-
presents the connecting tube of the system. Fill in the rockshelter consists of
basalt blocks, wind and water deposited sediments and cultural material; all
three rockshelters open to the south/southwest.

Efforts have been made to preserve for future study the west half of Owl Cave
and to maintain the east half for current excavation against annual water
damage from snow and spring rain accumulation.

The area surrounding the rockshelters is presently planted in crested wheat
grass and utilized for spring grazing.
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Investigations at Owl Cave have yielded information reflecting the culture history and paleo-

environment of the

Snake River Plain.

The site is of considerable depth, well-

stratified, and undisturbed, and contains a sequence marked by a period of aboriginal
utilization and slow fill rates from ca. 3000 B.P. to late prehistoric time, an extensive
bison kill ca. 8200 B.P., and the remains of extinct megafauna, including proboscidean,
bison, horse and camel, ca. 12,500 B. P. Major deporitional features include varying
rates of silt infilling and basalt waster from the rockshelter, a layer of Mt. Mazama ash at
7000 B.P., and the presence of soil formations indicative of periglacial conditions above

and below the bison layer.

The sediments, cultural materials, microfauna and megafauna

of Owl Cave have received the attention of geologists, archaeologists, paleontologists, and
biologists interested in the late Pleistocene/Holocene prehistory of the region.

Studies are underway on the depositional history of Owl Cave; the special geology of lava
tube systems; environmental events represented in the microfauna and sedimentary
sequence; taxonomy, evolution and cultural utilization of the megafauna; and cultural
and environmental adaptations of the former inhabitants.

Work at Owl Cave was initiated in 1965 by the Upper Snake River Prehistoric Society
(USRPS), alocal archaeological society, under the direction of B. Robert Butler of Idaho

State University Natural History Museum (ISUMNH) from 1965-1971.

The work has been

conducted by the Society since that time, under the direction of the late Dr. Earl H.
Swanson (ISUMNH), 1972-1975, and currently by Susanne J. Miller (ISUMNH).

In addition to scientific papers and conference reports, the site has received much local
popular attention and has been the subject of informal presentations to civic and school
groups by the directors and Society members, including several conducted field trips

and media releases. Work at the site has been greatly supported by the ISUMNH and by
volunteer efforts of the Society members and area residents in the form of labor, materials,

equipment and services.

In addition to educational efforts involving the local residents,

Owl Cave served as the location for the ISUMNH Archaeological Field School during the
1968 and 1974 field seasons. Work at the site is currently (1975-1977) being supported by
a grant from the National Science Foundation and a radiocarbon grant from the Idaho

Nuclear Energy Commission.
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Owl Cave is one of the most important Idaho archaeological sites and is an invaluable
resource for the reconstruction of the cultural and environmental record of eastern
Idaho and the Snake River Plain. Nationally, the Wasden Site has attracted the interest
of several disciplines concerned with prehistory and paleo-environments. It serves as
a valuable and continuing archaeological resource and a focus for informal and formal
educational use in the area. Acquisition of the site area is under consideration by the
Bureau of Land Management to protect the current and future investigations and the
future utilization of the site as a potential locality of scientific, historic and educational
interest.
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