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The Presbyterian church in Malad is a small and unpretentious 
brick chapel on a stone foundation, dating from 1882. It is 
basically rectangular in plan, with front-facing gables on the 
centered, enclosed, outset east entry porch and on the facade. 
A small wing at left rear, with a north-facing gable and exterior 
chimney, produces a minimally L-shaped plan. The fabric 
of the church is red brick. Decoration is confined to simple 
geometric trim on the vergeboards on the porch, and segmental 
arches of double-course header bricks on all wall openings. 
The interior has been remodeled from its historic condition, 
but the only exterior alterations are new doors and entry 
steps, a ridgebeam cross of recent vintage and a conduit box 
on the rear wing.
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Red-brick architecture, dating from the last quarter of the 19th 
century and particularly characterized by gabled roofs and segmentally 
arched openings, is prominent in the architectural endowment 
of a number of small towns near the southeast Idaho-northeast 
Utah border: Oakley, Samaria andyElba are examples. Malad 
City has experienced more growth, and the red-brick survivals 
are rarer. The Presbyterian Church near the center of towns how 
ever, is a neat example of the style and period. Its physical 
centrality also implies its institutional importance in early 
Malad.

The community originated with Mormon settlers in 1864, and gentile 
freighters and stage drivers soon made Malad an important base 
on the Montana road from Salt Lake. In a clash that developed 
after 1874 between Mormon and anti-Mormon elements in the area, 
a Presbyterian mission school founded at Malad in 1878 received 
school district support and had so many pupils (as a public as 
well as mission school) that a brick chapel (the building nominated) 
was built in 1882 to accomodate them in a structure superior 
to the original log and sod school house, which had overflowed 
into the upper floor of a downtown store. (The mother of D. L. 
Evans, a leading Mormon in Malad, also allowed the mission school 
to use her house.)

The rear of the 1882 chapel-school house functioned as a 
parsonage. Public support was discontinued after the Mormons 
regained their franchise, and (like most such private schools - 
Mormon and non-Mormon) this mission school was discontinued 
in 1908.

After a fire in 1918, the entire interior was rededicated as a 
place of worship. It remains in that use today.



Jenkins, B. L.; History of the First Presbyterian Church, Malad City, 
Idaho. Privately published, December 1959. COn file at Idaho 
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