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Designed by the architectural firm of Wayland and Fennell and constructed in 
1907, five years after the completion of St. Michael's Episcopal Cathedral, 
the Bishop Tuttle House is a complement to the earlier English Gothic cathe 
dral. It is a two-story sandstone building in the Tudor Gothic style, com 
plete with buttresses, perforated wooden gable screens withT^trefoiT form- 
pieces, lancet-arched window openings, large diagonal braces, and curvilinear 
eave end—brackets. The cruciform shape of the building is distinguished by 
an outset, gabled central bay containing a two-story mullioned Gothic window 
with sections of diamond-paned leaded glass. The exterior masonry is coursed 
and random rock-faced Boise sandstone. The interior of the building contains 
an auditorium, kitchen, and lounge on the first floor; the early dean's office 
on the second floor; and cla^ssroqms and a bookstore in the basement. The audi 
torium possesses a distinctive medieval feeling with an exposed interior roof 
system composed of queenposts, hammerbeams, braces, wall posts, corbels and 
cusped form-pieces. On the auditorium's east end was a stage serviced by 
rooms in a wing on the north side. Later the stage was remodeled into a 
kitchen, which was moved from the basement. Originally the basement was a 
gymnasium but has since been subdivided into classrooms. In 1968 an addition 
to the complex named in honor of Bishop Funsten was linked to the building. 
This was accomplished without altering the character or appearance of the 
original Bishop Tuttle House. Between the two connected structures is a 
courtyard with a medieval-style fountain and meJitaLtipn benches.
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The Bishop Tuttle House, built in 1907, is significant for its commemoration 
of Bishop Daniel Sylvester Tuttle, for its position as the center of social 
activity of the congregation of St. Michael's Episcopal Cathedral, and 
particularly for its distinctive Gothic architecture,.

The building was christened in commemoration of Bishop Daniel Sylvester 
Tuttle. He was Idaho's first Episcopal bishop and presided over Idaho 
Territory from 1866 until 1886, at which time he was appointed Bishop of 
Missouri, a position he still held in 1907 when the building was erected. 
In 1903 Bishop Tuttle became Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in America, which position he held until his death in 1923.

As a building supplied with auditorium, stage, and gymnasium, the Bishop 
Tuttle House has served as a center for social gatherings v pageants, and 
instruction in secular and religious subjects. The basement gymnasium has been 
remcxteled recently to include classrooms for day school and Sunday school use 
and a bookstore.

The architectural firm of Wayland and Fennell designed four Gothic church 
buildings in 1907 for the Episcopal Church in southwestern Idaho. Of these 
four, three were modest frame buildings in the $1500 to $2000 range. The 
fourth was the Bishop Tuttle House. Much like the other three, it housed a 
main auditorium, with medieval exposed inner roof members, and ancillary 
service rooms. But as an expression of a Gothic structure only the Boise 
building approached Gothic grandeur. As an architectural statement, the 
Bishop Tuttle House is a complementary structure to the older (by five years) 
St. Michael's Cathedral both aesthetically and functionally. The type of 
Gothic chosen for this building was Tudor Gothic, a good choice because this 
style was a later Gothic expression than that quoted in the Cathedral's 
Gothic. And since the vertical is not so dynamic in Tudor, this style lends 
itself more readily to use in the meeting-hall context. Tudor Gothic archi 
tecture also alludes to the Tudor king, Henry VIII, the man responsible more 
than any other for England's break with the Roman Catholic Church and the 
foundation of the Church of England, the mother church of this particular 
denomination. If Gothic architecture is considered the most appropriate 
ecclesiatical architecture, then how much more appropriate is Tudor Gothic 
in this context.
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