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The Skattaboe Block is a two-story commercial building distinguished by 
a rounded corner and Romanesque character. Its second story windows are round 
arched rising from brick pilasters with caps. The structure's verticality, 
as conveyed by brick pilasters, is balanced through the use of wide brick 
bandings between the first and second stories. The building terminates with 
a brick cornice with the pilasters contributing to the ornamentation with 
round arched recesses and square caps. All first story openings, including 
the recessed corner entry, have segmental arches as do the front windows on 
the second story. The second story side^windows continue the motif of the 
corner.

The Skattaboe block has been only slightly altered with a recent remodeling in 1972 
which added first story exterior globe lights and filled in the transom lights.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
PREHISTORIC

1400-1499

1500-1599

1600-1699

1700-1799

1800-1899

1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

_AGRICULTURE 
Y
•"-ARCHITECTURE

_JVRT

—COMMERCE 

X-COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

_PHILOS.OPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1892 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Taylor and Lauder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Skattaboe Block is architecturally significant-in Moscow as-a good commer 
cial rendering of the Romanesque style, located at the historic central inter 
section of the town. Its rounded corner and good brickwork make it a distin 
guished part of the Moscow streetscape and a city landmark.

Taylor and Lauder were Moscow's most prolific mason contractors of the period, 
and they operated their own kilns. They built most of downtown Moscow and 
major buildings on the campus of the University of Idaho nearby. This is a 
worthy example of their craftsmanship.

In the early 1900's Mr. West purchased this commercial building and converted 
it for the use of the Moscow Telephone and Telegraph Company. In 1925 the 
Inland Telephone Company purchased the building and in 1931 changed their name 
to the Interstate Telephone Company. In 1952 the General Telephone Company 
purchased the building and have used it to-'the present day. Thus the structure 
continues to<be associated with the history of the telephone in Moscow.
This is one of the earliest examples of adaptive use in Idaho.
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