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D Park
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03 Scientific
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CONDITION
Excellent Good Fair
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Deteriorated Ruins Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved S Original Site

DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rockshelters, Alpha and Beta, are located

trenchinj
These rocks

of Salmon river __ __ 
They lie ABmi^HIHH^Vof the Salmon river 

mountains, which form the southernmost portion of the Northern Rocky 
Mountains' physiographic province. In general, the area is marked 
by high mountains occurring in parallel ranges which trend from 
northwest to southeast, well-preserved structural basins filled with 
Tertiary and Quaternary sediments, and by extensive glaciation during 
the Quaternary period.

In_each instance, 
edge of

Both rockshelters were filled by alluvial fan action.
the primary fan deposits cam^from a fan entering,the
the shelter, but each was also entered by a fan
Originally the fans were graded to the river itself, but in recent
years they have been truncated by road construction.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

jj£] Pre-Columbian ! Q 16th Century 

Q 15th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)
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ffi Prehistoric

[~| Historic 
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Q Engineering
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Q Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

u
ID

a:

The Shoup rockshelters, excavated in 19/°5, play an important role 
in the knowledge we have about the prenistory of the Northern Rocky 
Mountains. It is now clear that the Bitterroot pattern was estab­ 
lished well within the mountains of Idaho by 8500 to 8000 years ago. 
The presence of the Bitterroot phase at the beginning, and the 
continuity of elements make it probable that the ancestors of the 
Northern Shoshoni never left the region once they had become 
established within it. The excavations near Shoup provide additional 
evidence that Desert Culture cannot be responsible for a late 
migration into*the mountains by people who probably became the 
Northern Shqshoni.
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Swanson, Earl H., Jr. and Paul G. Sneed
1966 Birch Creek Papers No. 3: The Archaeology of the Shoup 

Rockshelters in East Central Idaho. Occasional Papers 
of the Idaho State University Museum, No. 17. 
Pocatello.
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(Beta)
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Pocatello
[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTiFfCAllON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [g Local ^
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TitieState Historic Preservation Office

Date May 6, 1974

STATE CODE

Idaho 16
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Idaho
COUNTY

Lemhi

FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

COMMON: Shoup Rockshelter (10 LH 63)
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC

Archaeologists screening artifacts during excavation.
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COMMON: Shoup Rockshelters (10 LH 23) (10 LH 63)
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Alpha - Sec. 30 T24N R19E (10 LH
CITY OR TOWN:

Idaho 16

COUNTY:

Lemhi

PHOTO CREDIT: Idaho State University Museum
DATE OF PHOTO: 1965

MEGATIVE FIUED AT:

Idaho State University Museum

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

View into the rockshelter. during excavation.
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