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Governor’s Proclamation Will Kick-Off Idaho’s Sesquicentennial  

 
(Boise) – With the stroke of his pen, President Abraham Lincoln created the Idaho Territory on March 4, 
1863. Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter will help commemorate the Territorial Sesquicentennial, or 150th 
anniversary, with a presentation during a ceremony on the Capitol steps. The public is welcome to 
attend; the ceremony begins at noon and will conclude at 1 p.m. on Monday, March 4, and pre-
ceremony festivities in the Capitol building beginning at 11 a.m. 
 
In addition to the Governor’s remarks, the ceremony also will feature the naming of the Abraham 
Lincoln Auditorium in the State Capitol, a Lincoln impersonator, a musical performance by Idaho 
schoolchildren, Civil War re-enactors, and former Idaho Attorney General and Lincoln expert David 
Leroy. Mr. Leroy explains that the ceremony is a testament to the long and storied history of Idaho. “We 
want to showcase some of the history of Idaho at the Capitol, but more importantly encourage Idahoans 
to get out and see for themselves just how incredible the state’s history is.” 
 
The Idaho State Historical Society, along with a number of State agencies, counties, cities and 
community organizations, are participating in the year’s commemoration, “Get Territorial: Idaho at 
150,” which includes activities, exhibits and events that showcase the 150-year history of Idaho. Janet 
Gallimore, executive director of the Idaho State Historical Society, is excited for the years’ festivities. 
“Get Territorial: Idaho at 150” activities are empowering Idahoans to learn more about the territorial 
roots of contemporary Idaho. We hope that Idahoans will participate and and create lasting legacies for 
their communities.”  
 
The first big exhibit of the sesquicentennial is “Essential Idaho: 150 things that Make the Gem State 
Unique,” which opens at the Idaho State Historical Museum on March 5th.  



Gallimore emphasized, “Essential Idaho is compiled from stories and items that were submitted from 
Idahoans all across the State. This is a one-of-a-kind exhibit that will run through the end of the year.”   
  
For more information about “Get Territorial: Idaho at 150” call the Idaho State Historical Society at 
334-3356, or go to www.Idaho150.com. 

### 

The Idaho State Historical Society is an extraordinary system of cultural and historic resources 
comprised of the Idaho State Historical Museum, State Archives, State Historic Preservation Office, and 
Historic Sites Program.  We seek to inspire, enrich and engage all Idahoans by leading the state in 
preserving, sharing, and using history and cultural resources relevant to today to inform and influence 
the future.  Learn more about ISHS at www.history.idaho.gov.  
 

 
 


