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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of old Sawtooth City is high in the Sawtooth Mountains
The
townsite was laid out in the fall o 79, after
the rush to that area began. By August 1881, Sawtooth City was a
typical mining town, boasting 25 substantial houses, a meat market,
assay office, blacksmith shop, Chinese laundry, general store, two
restaurants and three of the ever-present saloons.

At this point in time, the mines in Beaver Canyon were just
starting to develop, and the town had good prospects. The Columbia
and Beaver Company began extensive development of the area, including
a toll road from Sawtooth City to Ketchum, a ten-stamp quartz mill
built just above camp, and a large sawmill. Numerous problems plagued
the area, however, and the development never really took off. With
the exception of the Silver King mine which was still being worked on
a small scale, Sawtooth City was deserted by 1888. From a peak
population of close to 600, the town followed many other mining camps
into oblivion. Today, the only visible remains are the mill foundations,
one old log cabin and the crumbling remains of many other buildings.
It holds good potential as an historical archaeological site, however.
The town is reached fairly easily and thus has been dug by bottle
hunters, but it could still yield a great deal of information through
a complete archaeological project.

The district commences in the NE corner of section
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sawtooth area was first explored by Levi Smiley, who led his
party into the region in the spring of 1878. They located a rich
outcropping of quartz, but further exploration was halted by a courier
bearing the news of the Bannock uprising. The group retreated to
Challis, but Smiley and T. B. Mulkey returned the next October and
staked out claims. They kept their discoveries quiet for a while,
but when they led another party into the region in the spring of
1879, new finds were made and the stampele began. Three campsites
were laid out in Beaver, Smiley and Lake canyons, and boom towns
quickly sprang up in the first two.

Sawtooth City was formally organized in a miners' meeting on
November 29, 1879. This camp grew fast, as did Vienna in Smiley's
Canyon, and a hostile rivalry soon arose between the two towns which
serviced the same general area. Sawtooth City was developed the
earliest, however. 1In 1880 the L. C. Cartwright Company of New York
purchased for $12,000 the Columbia and Beaver prospects in Beaver
Canyon, and incorporated into the Columbia and Beaver Company. On
the strength of a few tons of rich ore, assayed in New York, the
company began extensive development of the area. A toll road was
laid out from Sawtooth City to Ketchum; a ten-stamp quartz mill,
costing $50,000, was erected above the camp; and a large sawmill was
constructed. Over $100,000 was poured into the camp before a single
run of ore was made. Only $10,000 of this was spent on improving =~
and working the mines, and consequently, when the mills were finished,
there was no ore to process. Although the quartz mill was completed
in 1882, it did not begin continuous operation until the season of
1886. A combination of difficulties--ores which were so expensive

to process that only high grade ores were profitable; bad weather
making the region practically inaccessible; and ill-management by
company supervisors--cursed the area and the mill remained idle.

In 1885, the company was reorganized into the Sawtooth Milling and
Mining Company. Under the supervision of W. S. Vernum, the mill

was rennovated and in 1886, for the first time, ran successfully

11 season. However, the mill never reopened after this rua.

In spite of the difficulties of the Columbia and Beaver Company,
several mines in Beaver Canyon were successfully exploited. The
Pilgrim produced much of the early rich ores which caused the Sawtooth

area to boom. The Silver King began extensive production in 1886, and
i i j mar. T

the exception of the Silver King, the Sawtooth area was nearly dormant‘w o
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and deserted by 1888, A disastrous fire in this mine in 1892, however, ended
large-scale mining at Sawtooth. The total production of the area is estimated

at $250, 000.
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