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Ridenbaugh Hall is a three-story brick building in the Italian 
Renaissance revival style. It is distinguished by a centered second 
story frame loggia. Ionic columns support the loggia's garlanded 
frieze and hipped roof. The main entry, below the loggia, has a 
round arched portal with flanking windows of similar design. The 
second story windows are also round arched and are connected by a 
stone band, a typical Italian Renaissance motif. Rusticated stone 
is also employed in the second story window sills and the bandings 
below the third story windows and between the first and second stories.

Ridenbaugh Hall was originally erected as a women's dormitory. Its 
exterior remains unaltered, although its interior has been remodeled 
to accommodate the needs of the music department.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ridenbaugh Hall is architecturally significant as a good example
of the Italian Renaissance revival style in Idaho. Its loggia, which
is one of the hallmarks of the style, is a rarity in Idaho.

W. A. Ritchie of Spokane was one of the foremost architects of the 
period in the Pacific Northwest. He designed many of Washington's 
public buildings including its capitol, various county courthouses 
and several structures on the Washington State University campus in 
Pullman. This is the only extant building by Ritchie in Idaho which 
retains its integrity.

Ridenbaugh Hall is also significant for its associations with the 
heritage of the University of Idaho. When erected in 1902 it was 
one of only fourbbuildings on the campus, and today it is the 
University's oldest brick structure.
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