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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historic district includes two segments of unaltered (except
for natural erosion) Oregon Trail in the Register Rock area. One
of these, east of Register Rock, extends for about a mile. Here
the trail winds down into a ravine where emigrant wagons had
difficulty in crossing. Here on August 9, 1862, an Iowa City
emigrant party was ambushed in a natural trap. Another fight took
place the same day a mile farther back, but both parites were
relieved by other emigrant trains which came along. By the time
the emigrants got through an unsuccessful attempt at retaliation,
August 10, they had lost nine members of their combined train.
The other section of trail, ascending a grade out of Snake river
shoreland west of Bonanza Bar, includes a gully used by early
emigrants and a small ridge covered with tracks where wagons
encountered difficulty getting up @ Hill. " On the side of the
ridge, a grade identified as a construction project of the Lander
road (the Fort Kearney, South Pass,Vand Honey Lake agon road)
gave easier access to emigrants who came after 1§?é?

The western segment is a triangle containing 13,26 acres more
or less, described as follows:

Commencing at the North % corner of Section 26, Township 9 South,
Range 28 East, Boise Meridian; thence S. 12°38'45" (Idaho Plane
Coordinate System) W. 1276.12 feet to a U. S. Government tri-
angulation station identified as Ida. 15W-9; thence S. 80°33'09"
E. 636.32 feet to a point located 200 feet southerly from center-
line of U. S. 30N Project F.I. 1024 (2) highway survey; thence

S. 89°42'13" E. 115.90 feet to a point highway R/W marker located
250 feet southerly from centerline of said highway 30N Project
F.I. 1024 (2) highway survey and being opposite Station 271+82.76
and being the REAL POINT OF BEGINNING; thence running N. 64046'04"
E. 1864.08 feet to a corner, thence S. 23°59'48" W. 315.15 feet;
thence S. 6944'35" W. 518.68 feet to an iron pin is said fence
line; thence N. 89°940'28" W. 1497.16 feet to the REAL POINT OF
BEGINNING.

The other segment has the following description:

Commencing at the section cornmer 29, 28, 32, 33: T. 8 S.,

R. 30 E., Boise Meridian; thence S. 00°28'13" W. 81.02 feet

to the centerline of the eastbound lane, station 788+82.13; thence
S. 48957'05" W. on said centerline 1721.67 feet; thence S.
00°13'00" W. 133.04 feet to the REAL PLACE OF BEGINNING; con-
tinuing S. 00°13'00" W. 269.67 feet, thence N. 51°54'14" E.
1809.16 feet, thence N. 75°905'50" E. 470.57 feet; thence S.
75°07143" E. 478.39 feet; thence S. 77°09'22" E. 124.42 feet;
thence N. 48°57'05" E. 673.93 feet; thence S. 87°05'13" E. 820.83
feet; thence N. 16°25'45" E. 296.07 feet; thence N. 3°35'56" W.
200.64 feet; thence N. 3°13'41" W. 1238.52 feet; thence N.
2012'36" E. 240.22 feet; thence southwesterly along a curve having
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a radius of 18,958.61 feet, a distance of 1581.61 feet to a point
that bears S. 41°02'55" E. 140 feet from the proposed centerline of
the eastbound lane of Project I-15W-4(21)97, station 804+39.98;
thence S. 43°54'31" W. 341.30 feet to a point in a line parallel
with and 170.0 feet southwesterly from the centerline and opposite
station 801400 of said E.B.L.; thence S. 48057'05" W. along said
parallel line 100.0 feet; thence S. 65°39'02" W. 208.81 feet to a
point in a line parallel with and 110.0 feet southeasterly from

the centerline and opposite station 798+00 of said last E«B.L.;
thence S. 48°57'05" W. along said last parallel line 900.0 feet;
thence S. 13°57'34" W. 122.07 feet to a point in a line parallel
with and 180.0 feet southeasterly from the centerline and opposite
station 788+00 of said last E.B.L.; thence S. 48°57'05" W. along
said last parallel line 500 feet to a point opposite station 783+00;
thence S. 70°945'10" W. 215.41 feet to a goint opposite and 100 feet
from E.B.L., station 781+00; thence S. 48°57'05" W. parallel with
and 100 feet south of the E.B.L. and 1027.29 feet to the REAL PLACE
OF BEGINNING.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Both the Oregon Trail and the original California Trail came
near Snake River through this historic district, and F. W.
Lander's work on the California route (which came back into use
for California traffic after his improvements were made) also
can be seen in the western segment. Undisturbed traces of these
trails along Snake River are not common, and this district
includes two of the best available examples. They are located
in a state park area, where the Oregon Trail is interpreted

for large numbers of visitors who come along the interstate
highway that follows this old route.




We J. Ghent, The Road to Oregon (1929).

Jay Monaghan, The Overland Trail (1947).
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw [ 42 ° 41 25" | 113° 08 37" ° ' ) ° ’ "
NE 142 ° 41 ' 25" | 112° 56°' 38"
SE |42 ° 37 07 " [112° 56" 38"
SW 42 2 37 ' Q7 * '3113° Qg 37°*
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As the designated State Liaison ‘Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State XX Local []]

National Register.

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
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