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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
ez Perce Archaeological District extends

The eastern limit

-

Included in this area are fifty—eight seasonal camp sites, twenty-five burial sites,
twenty-one pit house sites, eight storage shelter sites, and various other cultural
features including pictographs, storage pits, a fish wall, and a sweat house.

Many of these sites are in geographical association to form site complexes composed
of one or more large seasonal campsites, a burial area, and frequently pictographs
rockshelters, and fish walls, There are five of these site complexes,

Sites 10ONP1 through 10NP91
, were investi-
gated by archaeological survey in the summer o 964 by Washington State University.
Three sites (1ONPl, 10NP27, 10NP28) were tested, a total of five test pits excavated.
The survey and testing revealed chipped stone, pecked and battered stone, ground
stone, and bone and antler artifacts, and occupational evidence from 8000 BP to the
early historic period.

o
The entire District is accessible by boat and many areas have been disturbed by
amateur collectors, Private residences, cattle feeding operations, and the con-
version of river bottomland into plowed fields have also had negative effects on
some sites, Nevertheless, the majority of the archaeological sites in the district
remain undisturbed, (See continuation sheet,)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Nez Perce Snake River Archaeological District contains a long and continuous
sequence of aboriginal occupation from 8000 years ago to the early 1900's. Ethno-
graphic sources as well as archaeological survey and test excavations indicate
the presence of large numbers of late prehistoric and early historic aboriginal
sites,

Ethnographic dodumentation indicates the‘ proposed Distrficﬁ was an area used, ex-
tensively for Nez Perce settlgments during the late prehistoric and,garly historic
periods. Archaeological survey supports the ethnographic evidence and suggests
the usage was primarily for salmon fishing and winter villages or camps.

Pictograph sites, frequently associated with winter villages 1n.3he District,
contain several hundred figures both naturalistic and abstract, This form of
Native American art, though not well documented or studied, is an important expres-—
sion of past cultures, ‘

The importance of riverine sites, the appearance of housepits, and changes in
artifact inventory suggest the pattern of winter villages and site complexes came
into existence approximately 2000 years ago, Prior to this time both the social
structures and economic cycles of aboriginal groups in the Plateau (and the pro-
posed District) appear to have been significantly different,

The narrow confines of the river canyon, the wide zone of ecological variation
available for exploitation, and the restricted accessibility have created a micro-
cosm of social and environmental relationships over a time span of at least 8000
years,
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Sites in Nez Perce Snake River Archaeological District
tabulated by site features
Other
Site Pit Storage Cultural
Number Camp Burials Houses Shelters Features

10NP1 x 10 8 - SP?
10NP2 1 Sp
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Sites in District cont'd Other
Site Pit Storage Cultural
Number Ccamp Burials Houses Shelters Features
10NP45 x? - 1? - -
10NP46 x - 4 - -
10NP47 - - - 1 P
10NP48 X - - - -
10NP49 X - - - -
10NPS50 - 5 - - -
10NP51 x - - - -
10NP52 x - - - -
10NP53 b4 - - - -
10NP54 x - - - -
10NP55 X - - - -
1ONPS56 X - - - -
10NP57 X - - - -
10NP58 - 5 - - -
10NP59 x - - - -
10NP60 x - - - -
10NP61 - 10 - - -
10NP62 X - 3 - -
10NP63 X - - - -
10NP64 - 5 - - -
1ONP65 X - 4 - -
10NP66 x - - - ~
10NP67 X - 1 - -
10NP68 - 5 - -
10NP69 - - - 1 ~-
LONP70 - 5 - -
LONP71 x - - - -
10NP72 x - 20 - -
10NP73 x - 6 - -
10NP74 X - 1 - -
LONP75 b 4 - 1? - -
10NP76 - 3? - -
LONP77 X - - - -
10NP78 X - 1 - -
LONP79 - 5 - - -
1ONP8O - 5 - - -
1ONPS1 - 5 - - -
1 ONP82 X - 3 - -
1ONP83 x - 1 - -
1 ONPS84 X - - - -
LONP85 - 10 - - -

T
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Sites in District cont'd Other
Site Pit Storage Cultural
Number Camp Burials Houses Shelters Features
10NP86 - 5 - - -
1ONP87 - 5 - - -
10NP88 X - - - -
1ONP89 x? - x? - -
1ONPSO - - - 3 -
10NPI1 x? x? x? - -
TOTALS
BY SITE 58 25 20 8 9
FEATURES - 189 88 10 -

x indicates trait presence, - indicates trait absence, ? indicates that trait
occurrence is possible but in need of verification, and arabic numerals indi-
cate minimal numbers of pit house depressions, storage shelter:, and burials,
Keys to the letter:- under the heading of ''Other Cultural Features' are: P,
petroglyphs and/or pictographs; SP, storage pits; F, fish wall; S, sweat
house (adapted from Nelson and Rice 1969:6),




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

ITEM NUMBER

7

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED APR 141977

DATE ENTERED

PAGES1X

Characteristics of Seasonal Camp Sites

Approximate Recent Early Associated

Area Component Component Site
Site Sq. Meters Present Present Features
10NP1 50,000 x x H,B
10NP7 5,000 x ? B?
10NP9 35,000 x ? -
10NP10O 15,000 x ? F
10NP12 3,000 x ? -
10NP13 3,000 X ? B
10NP14 6, 000 X ? H
10NP15- 4,500 x ? B?,H
10NP18 2,000 x ? -
10NP19 600 x ? -
10NP20 6,000 x ? -
10NP21 6,000 X ? -
10NP22 4,500 x ? -
10NP23 40, 000 x ? -
10NP24 600 x ? -
10NP25 600 x ? -
10NP28 700 - x -
10NP29 50, 000 X x P,R
10NP30 7,500 x ? -
10NP31 3,000 x ? -
1 0ONP32 3, 000 x ? -
10NP33 3,000 X ? -
10ONP39 3,000 x ? -
10NP40 6,000 x -? -
10NP41 3,000 x ? B?,H
10NP42 4,500 x ? H
10NP44 50,000 x ? B?,H
10NP45 3,000 x ? H
10NP46 3,000 b ? H
10NP48 6, 000 X ? -
10NP49 1,000 x ? -
10NP51 3,000 X ? -
10NP52 1,000 x ? -
10NP53 1,000 x ? -
10NP54 3,000 x -? -
10NP55 6,000 b ? -
10NP56 3,000 X ? -
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Characteristics of Seasonal Camp Sites cont'd

Approximate Recent Early Associated
Area Component Component Site

Site Sq. Meters Present Present Features
16NP57 3, 000 x ? - I
10NP59 4,500 x ? -
10NP60 1,000 x ? -
10NP62 200 x ? H
10NP63 10,500 x ? -
10NP65 2,000 b 4 ? H
10NP66 2,000 b4 ? -
10NP67 500 x ? H
10NP71 3,000 x ? -
10NP72 60, 000 x ? H
10NP73 2,000 x ? H
10NP74 2,000 x ? H
10NP75 3,000 x ? H?
10NP77 4,000 x ? -
10NP78 17,000 x ? H
10NP82 6,000 x ? H
10NP83 2,000 x ? H
10NP84 3,000 x ? -
10NP88 2,000 x ? -
10NP89 4,000 x? ? H?
10NPI1 3,000 x? ? B?,H?
TOTALS 480,200 57 3 24

An x indicates presence of a characteristic or component, a -~ indicates its
absence; a2 ? which stands alone indicates there is no conclusive evidence
for component presence or absence; a ? which stands after another symbol
signifies that the existence of that trait is in need of further substan-
tiation, Definitions for symbols under "Associated Site Features' are:

H, pit house depressions; B, burials; F, fish walls; P, petroglyphs

and/or pictographs; R, rockshelter (adapted from Nelson and Rice 1969:91),
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Characteristics of Burial Sites

Burials
Associated
Cairn Talus Burial with Seasonal
Site Burials Burials Yard Camp Site
10NP1 10 - - X
10NP6 10 15 b4 -
10NP7 x? - - x
10NP13 5 - - X
10NP15 x? - - x
10NP16 15 - x -
10NP17 15 - x -
i ONP27 25 - x -
10NP34 6 - x -
10NP41 x? - x -
10NP44 x? - - x
1ONP50 S - x -
10NPS58 5 - x -
10NP61 10 - x -
10NP64 5 - x -
10NP68 5 - X -
10NP70 5 - x -
10NP76 3? - x -
10NP79 5 - X -
10ONP8O S5 - b ¢ -
10NP81 5 - x -
1ONP85 10 - X -
LONP86 5 - x -
1ONP8B7 5 - x -
10NPIl x? - - x?
TOTALS 159 15 19 6

Arabic numbers represent minimal estimates, ? indicates questionable occur-
rence (adapted from Nelson and Rice 1969:93),
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