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Marionettes to Perform Final Act in December

BOISE, IDAHO (November 19, 2013) - The public is invited to celebrate the Idaho State Historical Museum’s much-loved Marionette Program during its final season.   Before Bertha the talking cow is put out to pasture, the museum will offer four performances of “Bertha Goes West” for the public.  On First Thursday, December 5, the show will be performed at 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.   On Saturday, December 7 Hands-on History’s “Pioneer Christmas” will showcase performances at 12:30 and 2:00 p.m.

The Marionette Programs have educated and entertained thousands of Idaho school children since 1960.  The Idaho State Historical Museum and the Junior League of Boise created two shows for local third and fourth grader[image: image1.png]. daho « State
Historical



s to supplement educational programs offered at the Museum.  Designed for third graders, “Bertha Goes West” tells the story of a pioneer family from Virginia traveling the Oregon Trail through Idaho with their talking cow, Bertha.  Fourth graders enjoyed “Pigtails and Goldpans” highlighting the influence of Idaho’s Chinese population during the gold rush.  

Junior League volunteers ran the program until 1977 when other volunteers took over the acting.  “One of my friends asked me if I could pull the curtain for the show,” said Shirley Aarestad, “little did I know I would be with the program for 29 years!”  Aarestad went from running the curtain to working all the marionettes and directing the show.  

Originally offered three days a week, today the shows are offered once a week and are run by home school students.  “The volunteers have really been instrumental in the success of the program.  Several of the families had siblings playing in the Marionettes.   The tradition has been passed down, so to speak,” said current director and education outreach coordinator Ellen Morfit.  “It is so much fun to have adults who saw the show as children bring their own children for school field trips.  Sadly, in the last couple of years, we’ve had to cut back on the number of shows we offer and have decided this season will be the last. Bertha is well-loved.”  And she will be missed.  Join the Museum staff in bidding Bertha a fond farewell in December.


For more information or for additional event details, call 208-334-2120 or visit www.history.idaho.gov.  The Idaho State Historical Museum is located in Boise’s Julia Davis Park at 610 Julia Davis Drive. Museum hours are Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Admission: $5 adults (13+), $4 seniors (65+), $3 children 6-12 and students with a valid student ID.  On First Thursdays, the Museum is open by donation to the public from 5–9 p.m.  Saturday Hands-on History activities are included with admission fees. 

####

The Idaho State Historical Society is an extraordinary system of cultural and historic resources comprised of the Idaho State Historical Museum, State Archives, State Historic Preservation Office, and Historic Sites Program.  We seek to inspire, enrich and engage all Idahoans by leading the state in preserving, sharing, and using history and cultural resources relevant to today to inform and influence the future.  Learn more about ISHS at www.history.idaho.gov.  

