
 
“Preserving the Past, Enriching the Future” 
 

NEWS RELEASE   
For Release – April 25, 2011 
Contact: Karen Grindle, (208) 334-2120 ext. 19 
 

National History Day in Idaho State Contest A Great Success! 
Close to 50 students will advance to the national competition 

 
Boise, ID—327 students from all over Idaho brought their 204 entries to be judged by 97 volunteer 
judges at the National History Day in Idaho competition on Saturday, April 16th. Sponsored by the 
Idaho State Historical Society, National History Day engages thousands of Idaho students in history 
each year, providing them with an opportunity to challenge their creativity and build leadership skills 
while meeting new graduation requirements.  The event is graciously hosted by the College of Idaho 
and major sponsorship is provided by the Union Pacific Foundation. 
 
This year, students researched historically significant topics related to the theme of “Debate & 
Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, Consequences,” and developed exhibits, documentaries, 
performances, historical papers, and web site entries to show their findings. Projects will be judged at 
the State contest, with winners in the Junior and Senior divisions advancing to the National contest 
June 12-17 at the University of Maryland. (See attached file) 
 
The following students received scholarships from the College of Idaho: 

• Sarah Black, Idaho Falls Senior High School, Herodotus Scholarship -$20,000 
• Bayard Bergman, Riverstone International School, Thucydides Scholarship - $10,000 
• Elena Snow, Riverstone International School, Xenophon Scholarship -$5,000 

 
The $2000 Centennial Scholarship, created in 1990 to commemorate the Centennial of the state, was 
awarded to Kolbee Tibbets of Minico High School. Her teacher, Claudia Garner, also receives $250. 
 
For outstanding achievement, the $500 Idaho State Historical Society Trustees’ and Director’s Award 
and Travelling Trophy were awarded to Katherine McDonagh of Lowell Scott Middle School. 
 
According to a study released last month, students who participated in the National History Day 
(NHD) educational program perform better on high-stakes tests, are better writers, more confident and 
capable researchers, and have a more mature perspective on current events and civic engagement than 
their peers, according to the first national evaluation of the widely used curricular program. 
Participants also showed a greater ability to collaborate with peers, manage their time and persevere – 
all skills employers say are lacking in today’s workforce.  
 
For more information, please contact the NHD Idaho office, (208) 334-2120 ext. 19. 
 



About the Idaho State Historical Society: 

The Idaho State Historical Society (ISHS) is a state government agency with a goal of protecting the 
cultural heritage of Idaho by preserving historic and prehistoric resources and providing access to 
documents, artifacts, sites, and information of historic significance for the benefit and appreciation of 
the public. Dedicated to serving its statewide community, the agency carries out its mission through 
education programs, technical assistance, development of publications and exhibits, and by 
encouraging local, state and regional entities to preserve history.  Learn more about ISHS at 
www.history.idaho.gov.  
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