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The A. B. Moss building is a two-story brick commercial building which is dis 
tinguished by the two large brick "chevrons" which break the roofline and func 
tion as false fronts for twin facade units. The "chevrons" emerge from a unique 
banded brick ornamentation and are flanked by abbreviated piers which terminate 
with brick finials. The windows, which have cut stone sills and brick segmental 
arches with stone keystones, are united by a brick banding.

The facade 1 s first-story, with its recessed center doorway and border of black 
tiles with orange lozenges, was the result of a 1926 remodeling. Except for this, 
and a coat of green paint above, this building remains unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The A. B. Moss building fs architecturally significant for its unique brick orna 
mentation, which ftts Marcus Whlffen's "High Victorian Italianate" classification. 
The brick banding and the two chevrons rising from it represent unusual crafts 
manship in brick for its time and location.

A. B. Moss is credited with founding Payette. He supplied the original ties for 
the Union Pacific Railroad by floating them down the Payette River to "Boomerang", 
the name he gave to present day Payette. He was an extensive landholder in the 
area and was active in municipal government for many years. The Moss family 
still owns this building which is now used as a senior citizens center.

A. B. Moss came to the Payette valley in 1881. In 1882 he secured a contract 
from the Oregon Short Line Railroad to supply them with 250,000 ties. Also 
in this year he and a brother established a store in Payette as a supply camp 
for the railroad which eventually became the Moss Mercantile Company, the largest 
store in the area.
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