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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Payette, Idaho, Methodist Episcopal Church is a brick building with wooden
frame roof and Queen Anne gable detailing. The basic style is Gothic, but this
is indicated almost exclusively by lancet windows and not by buttresses, finials,
or other Gothic features.

A square corner tower once supported a wooden belfry and steeple. (Plans are
underway to restore it from early photographs.) The principal gable runs east
and west. It is intersected by a lower gable just beyond the tower, and crossed
by a high gable on the west end. This Tonger gable extends beyond the main block
of the building, creating space for a corner porch with two pointed arched doors.

Funictionally, the main gable contains the sanctuary, with a raised altar-area’
on the north, The west, crossing gable, was used for church school, later re-
modeled to contain two stories. R

The outstanding feature of this church is its large stained glass windows. The
two principal ones in the sanctuary are on the south: Christ in Gethsemane,
from the painting by Hofmann, and ‘on the east: The Good Shepherd. Even the
church school rooms have fine stained glass in every window. v

Significant changes, all to be restored, are the missing belfry, poured concrete
porches with iron railings, and new front'doors. The brick of “the exterior has
been painted. '
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William Noot, city engineer of Payette, Idaho, designed two churches at the turn
of - the .century, of which the Methodist Episcopal of 1904 is the finer. Since
the Baptist Church now faces demolitjon, it is fortunate that this sole example
of Noot's work is to be preserved and restored by the Payette-County Historical

Society, the present owner.

Since few Payette buildings date from before 1904, the building is significant
as an example of early local-architecture. It is regarded as an, impertant land-
mark by the community which has generously contributed to its preservation and
restoration. :

The stained glass windows are significant in that there is probably no other
church in the state of 1ts era with as much fine glass in proportion to total
area.
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