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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE '.

Archaeological data collected at Lenore, excavated between
have provided a number of conclusions about the prehistoric ^habitants
of the area:

1. With an occupation going back 10,0p0^years ago (and a relatively 
rich array of specimens^ of the same period as early Marmes rockshelter, 

about <^^^^^^^^^ _____________ 
Lenore j^theeaTljSst site in Nez Perce territory

2. It has the longest sequence of prehistoric occupation in the 
region.

.3. It has an unusual village of large oval pithouses occupied from 
about 900 B.C. to A.D. 1300. This is one of the oldest, as well as 
longest used, villages in the Columbia Plateau.

4. A complex array of associated tools found in the houses allows 
a long-range study of prehistoric household patterns.

5. Relations between culture change and changing environments are 
established at Lenore.

» a. The eastern Intermontane region was initially occupied by 
peoples of a big-game hunting tradition.

b. Changes in availability and kind of game during a dry period. 
(7000 to 5500 B.C.) brought a decline in the big-game hunting tradi 
tion. Tools and occupation distribution patterns changed. Those 
were lean times for men and animals alike.

6. Lenore and the Clear-water valley seem to mark the eastern 
border of Old CordiMeran culture.
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Toups, Polly A.
1969 The Early Prehistory of the Clearwater Valley, North- 

Central Idaho. Ph.Do Dissertation, Department of 
Anthropology, Tulane University.
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View from the west of the archeologists at work.
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