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Old Idaho Penitentiary
1870-1973

Administration Bldg: 1893-1894
Housed the Warden's Office, Amory, Control
Room, Visitation Room, and the Turnkey Area.

New Cell House: 1889-1890

Consisted of three tiers of forty-two steel cells .
The third tier closest to the Rose Garden served
as “Death Row.” From their cells the doomed
men could view the construction of the gallows.

Territorial Prison/ Chapel: 1870

In 1872, the territorial prison received its first
11 inmates from the Boise County Jail.
Converted into a chapel in the 1930s, inmates
destroyed the building by fire in a 1973 riot.

Dining Hall: 1898

Inmate George Hamilton designed this building.
It served as the dining hall until inmates burned
it down in a 1973 riot.

False Front Buildings: 1894-1895
*Commissary: Here items such as extra food,
tobacco, and art supplies could be purchased
with special-issued prison money.

*Trusty Dorm: Trustys received special
privileges including their own living quarters in
this building.

*Barber Shop: Added in 1902, the barber shop
is where all inmates received their standard
haircuts and shaves. Closed in the 1960s.
*Hospital: Originally used as a blacksmith shop
and remodeled in 1912 to serve as the prison
hospital until the 1960s.

Solitary Confinement: 1920’s

* The Cooler: Built in the early 1920s. Each
cell contained between 4-6 men.

* Siberia 1926: This solitary confinement
building housed twelve three-foot-by-eight-foot
cells with only one inmate per cell.

Rose Garden:
6 of the 10 Old Pen executions occurred in the
garden, all by hanging.

Walking Tour Guide
1870-1973

Multipurpose Building: 1923

Built by inmates, this building served as a shirt
factory, a laundry, a license plate shop, a
bakery, shoe shop, hobby room, loafing room,
and housed the communal showers.

2 and 3 Cell Houses: 1899

*2 House: Also known as the “North Wing”,
the building contains two-man cells and no
indoor plumbing. A “honey bucket” in the
corner of the cell served as a toilet. Inmates
burned the building in a 1973 riot.

*3 House: In 1921, after initially being
condemned for habitation, prison officials
opened a shoe factory here . In 1928, it was
remodeled for inmate occupancy and became
the first cell house with indoor plumbing.

4 House: 1952

The largest and most modern cell house at the
penitentiary. Some inmates painted their cells
and left drawings on the walls.

Recreational Area

Baseball, boxing, handball, basketball, tennis,
horseshoes, and football are just some of the
sports inmates played here. The baseball, and
later softball, team was aptly named “The
Outlaws” and frequently played teams from
across the Treasure Valley.

5 House/Maximum Security: 1954

This building served as a permanent place of
solitary confinement. The most unruly and
violent offenders stayed here. It includes a built
in gallows and “Death Row.”

Women’s Ward: 1905-1906

Before its construction women did not have
separate quarters. In 1905 male inmates built
the wall around the old Wardens residence. In
1920, this permanent structure was completed.
It contains seven two-person cells, a central day
room, kitchen and bathroom facilities.

The Old Idaho Penitentiary is one:
of four Territorial Prisons open in:
‘our nation today. It 1s a designated:
National Historic Site and we ask
you to observe the following rules to
iprotect the site for future
generations.

eeccccccce gy

* Have fun and enjoy the site
* No food or drinks (bottled water is allowed)
* No tobacco products of any kind

* No pets or animals allowed inside.
-Certified assistance animals are the exception.

* No climbing on buildings and/or artifacts. This
includes cell interiors and exhibits.

* Stay out of off limit areas. These areas are
marked inside the Main Yard and on your
site map.

* Children 12 and under must be accompanied by
an adult.

Failure to comply with these rules will lead to your
removal from the site without a refund.
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