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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cyrus Jacobs house is one of the earliest brick dwellings in Boise, 
dating from about 1§6^« In JL§f?° it was substantially enlarged, an ell- 
containing a dining room, kitchen, and two bedrooms, being added to the 
rear of the building. The original portion has its long axis paralleling 
the street. The ell is centered on the rear creating a T-shape. This 
ell has dormer windows gracefully roofed with flat-arched tops. A 
verandah extends around two sides of the house, connecting front and back 
with roofed communication. Porch supports are open lattice-work.

The Cyrus Jacobs house has been very little altered on the exterior. A 
large stone outbuilding behind the house completes a complex of consid 
erable picturesqueness and interest, dating from an earlier period in 
Boise history than any other house still on its original site. on
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cyjrus Jacaos, one of Boise 1 s 1863 settlers, opened a general 
merchandise business as soon as the town was established. By 1864 
he had built a new brick store building at the corner of 7th and 
Main, and this house on Grove Street, one of Boise 1 s first brick 
dwellings. In 1878 a dining room and kitchen were added to the 
first floor and two bedrooms upstairs.

Jacobs was an enterprising merchant who had a meat packing plant and 
flour mill in addition to his Main Street store. His first advertise 
ment in the Idaho Statesman appeared in August, 1864, in an issue 
which described battles of the Civil War and promoted the candidacy 
of Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson for President and Vice President 
of the United States. Before coming to Boise, Jacobs had already 
established himself as a leading merchant of Walla Walla. He carried 
goods by pack train to the gold fields of Boise Basin during the 1862 
gold rush, and helped survey the townsite of Boise a year later.

While hardly a mansion, this modest house represents a typical Boise 
dwelling ofythe '60's, with mor^e than typical historic associations. 
William E.^/Borah and Mamie McQbnnell, daughter of Governor McConnell, 
were married there on April 2i, 1895. The governor was a close friend 
of the Boise merchant and was often in the Jacobs home. In 18J9, while 
living in this house, Cyrus Jacobs was elected major of Boise.
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Looking southwest at the northeast front


