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The A. 0. Huntley barn is a board and batten three-story structure 
with a steep gambrel roof. It is over 100 feet Iqng and 40 feet wide and 
employs braced frame construction.

The building sits on a raised concrete foundation which housed the cattle. 
The floor is concrete covered with soil and most all the original stanchions 
are intact. A 1" x 12" board floor covers the basement. The upper two 
floors are open and were used for hay storage. Eleven braced beams support 
the roof. Feed chutes at the beams run the height of the building to the 
break in the gambrel.

A shed roofed leanto is on the rear, west side of the barn, There is 
no hay hood,-although "Small hay door openings a're 1 in the gables at each 
end. The pulley is still intact. There are entries to the main floor at 
the southeast and northwest corner, and an entry to the stall area on the 
south side.

Originally a wing, which has collapsed and has been removed, extended 
from the north side.

The barn, although sturdy, is in need of repair. The roof is greatly 
deteriorated and must be reroofed in the near future if the barn is to 
survive. The owner is interested in undertaking this project.
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The A. 0. Huntley barn is architecturally significant as one of the 
largest barns of its period in Idaho. It is one of the 'few remaining 
three-story barns in the state. Locally it is the largest structure in 
the Cuprum area. It stands in spacious meadows, surrounded by forest, at 
the intersection of the road which leads to Cuprum and the Kleinschmidt 
grade. Set at this major intersection, and being the largest building 
within a forty mile-radius, it is the major architectural landmark in the 
Cuprum area.

A. 0. Huntley operated a ranch in the vicinity of the barn since the 
1880's. In the late 1890's he grubstaked Ben and Lou Caswell, who went on 
to discover the gold which kicked off the Thunder Mountain goldrush. In 
1901 this principal group of claims were sold to Colonel Dewey for $100,000 
and the following year another claim brought $125,000. These moneys 
allowed Huntley to improve his ranch, increase his herd and build this 
substantial barn as well as a..magnificent Queen Anne residence. The 
residence unfortunately burned to the ground in the 1930's.

A. 0. Huntley operated this ranch and a way station at this location 
until the agricultural depression of the early 1920's. He sold the ranch 
to the Speropulos family at this time and moved to Oregon. One of the 
Speropulos daughters still owns the property and would like to restore the 
barn.
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A.O. Huntley Barn j
Cuprum, Idaho "^
photographer- Patricia Wright j
1978 !
View of the rear and side from the
south. i
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A.O. Huntley Barn
Cuprum, Idaho
photographer- Patricia Wright
1978
view of the interior, second and
third floors
Idaho State Historical Society
Site Survey file


