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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hasotino site is located on a floodplain
fllHIHimi^m^mPof Lewiston, Idaho. In recent years the site has been 
used for grazing livestock and has been cultivated in alfalfa. It is generally 
flat-lying and has few trees or shrubs. Prehistoric and historic housepits can 
be observed over part of the site. Hearth areas and occupational debris may be 
seen along the river bank.

The original appearance of the site was very similar to its present appearance 
except for a few fences. Cultivation has obscured many of the housepit depressions, 
but not destroyed the;value of the archaeological site.
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Historically this site corresponds to the Nez Perce Indian^inter village Hasotino,

village located ther<^ was one of the largest and most important villages jjfjjjff^.
The site was occupied until the end of the 19th Century.

Indications are in support of a rather extensive occupation during prehistoric 
times as well as the known historic occupation of the site. Continual or even 
intermittent known occupation of the site over a long period of time could be shown 
through archaeological investigations and thus provide a good picture of cultural 
development and growth over a considerable span of time in one place.

Amongst other cultural features, the site contained a Nez Perce burial complex, 
which has subsequently been excavated and relocated. Archaeological testing of 
the Hasotino site during 1975 revealed concentrations of cultural material ffjjj^

a large camp area. Theconsiderable density and depth of cultural fill in this 
area suggests that there is significant potental for the future study of cultural 
data which will help to explain areal prehistory, particularly Nez Perce lifeways.

winter dwellings. Archaeological testing has shown that this area supports a 
lesser density of cultural material, which extends to an approximate depth^ 
meters. The flat ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^HHfof the site was known to have functioned as^^^^^^^^^^^^^••^^

through historic times. An archaeological test in thisan 
area las shown very sporadi-c cultural materials^ 

below the surface and no deeper
rimarily concentrated between 

meters.

The Hasotino site is an important historical Nez Perce settlement, from which sub­ 
sistence resources flHMJUHJU^^Iv were exploited. Activities performed on the 
site during historic times are known to have been complex, and it is undoubtedly 
the case that the site holds enormous potential for explaining prehistoric patterns 
of subsistence and settlement in the area.
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vicinity of test pit 3; the pit dwellings are located in the area around 
test pits 4 and 5; the large camp activity area is located around test pits 
1 and 2. *,
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