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(Sept. 1957) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL,SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

REVISED

I. STATE

Idaho
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOG1CAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

W  * OverlaM nitrations. Fur !Rrad@« fravel Communication
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Fort
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

10 Acres
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etf. IfdifflyM to find, sketfh on Supplementary Sheet)

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Fort fell (lS34«l§56~), situated oa the south baafe, of the liver , asd north of 
the mouth of the Portneuf River, occupied one of the most strategic positions in the 
¥e©t, It mu) first aa juffljport&at center of the Bocky Mountain fur tradei it then "became 
one of the saost famous of mil the stations on the Calif oraia*0r@gon trail. Boring the 
period of Indian hostilities, 1858 to 1883, Fort Ball served as a military post, and in 
the lute 60* s and iSTO's ?ort Jfsll was a key road function for the overland stage, aail, 
mad freight lines to the pioneer ®ettle»ents and mining camps of the Pacific Northwest.

Nathaniel %ethj vho built I*ort Hall, me ft successful Cambridge "businessman -who 
sav in ©regoa one of the few remaining possibilities of eacplolting the wilderness. It 
ms his ambition to develop and exploit the Oregon country by supplying it overland, 
la 183*2, enlisting a company of men, he ffiato an unsuccessful trajqslng trip overland to 
fort Vancouver « In 18$^ he set out mgaln^ having contrasted %rlth the locky Mountain Fur 
Oo^psny to deliver supplies to the trappers annual rendezvous. Betrayed "by his com­ 
petitors f mud with no takers for his large steak of goods, lyeth established Fort Hall 
la July, 183*1 j as a trading post to store and dispose of his stock with the Indians, 
and to revenge himself on his rivals by rolling tta stone Into their garden which they 
vould never be able to get out***

Wyeth had little of making a success of Fort Ball, and in 1837 he sold his 
post to the powerful Btdsoa's lay Company, fhe acquisition of fort Hall (together with 
the establishment of Old Fort Boise in 183^) resulted in a ma^or change In Hudson' s Bay 
fompaay policy of collecting furs in the River Country, and enhanced the company's 
trade la a region hitherto reached only by annual brigades of trappers. When the 
Idaho region passed into the control of the United States by the Oregon treaty of lBk6f 
the rights of the Hudson's Bay Ckaapaay to this and other posts were guaranteed, and 
the Ooirpany operated. Fort Sail until 1856*

_____________________ (gontlnued on ne%t page) ___________________
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

See !?age Four*

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NFS study, IJABS, etc.)

"ilstcrie Sites Sttaay, fort lall, ia»how adscript, San franelsoo, n,d., no 
©wttoj 10 m* CA 19^0} * tetter of iiQserlfttena&at Jjeam©! A* Garrison, fenewfcone H.P, 
to Hesicaiga. mr^etorj Btglon Wmxz, JtOy %B> 1959^ transmitting k yp detailed statement

by Aubrey
ATTACHED: YES

locating
v<a-m«i"T y e

13. DATE OF VISIT

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 16.

^£#&
*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X \QH SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
\ND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME R. GIVE

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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Fortn. lo-317a
(sept. 1967) ' _ UNITED STATES 

, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6, Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Although some emigrants had passed earlier,, Port Hall, in 3J&@«4j, %easfti an 
station m tlMi fa31£«aaida~^tgoti tr&iXwtlt@ graitt mgm 

road to t&« Pacific. emigrants at Fort Hall during tlie 
t© ytsfs* yor%**«4iiit sallAB -wist of foa^ IsML, on th» Baft Biter, tl» ga?@at overland 
txmll ftivitedt fin* Along .tli* Htwa? to ant th# otli@r taming 
 oath, Ta®m& for &aiffe*ni*«

In the U.S. Army established m log fort naoned Cantomaent luring, 5 miles 
southwest of Ball to the emigrant vagon trains. It was abandoned in 1850, 
because of to the post. With the of the fur trade and 
as the result of uprisings, the Hudson's Bay also abandoned Fort Hall in 
tlit rawr $£ 1&S&* *^?t litll %^wi to fall into

f ©r th« t % TWHS&B ef 
during summer to sell supplies to the emigrants.

stationed at Hall against the Indians. The War made 
BOX a f rawa vUltftg o»t In l8f& ia^ a<b«naos*®4 It 4

oeii^^l, «P& to BOa M»t^^ ia 10^, f ollewiBg ^@ 
of t&* laid W&e's ft^ ic^w^ frcm ^wfttll, H 

Waddell by an figure of overland freight ing--Ben B&UAAiQr. a
mail contract In 186^, Holladay established ft tri-veekly stage searvice from 

Lake 04% to tit* «£ tbt ^ ̂wi^ <^ |^*t 1^3,* At forfc l^Jt 
there vere branch for Boise, Walla Walla, Oregon, and Montana. In 
Holladay sold Ids of stage lines to Wells, Fargo and Company.

the gold rush eras of Montana and Idaho, fort Hall also became an impor­ 
l«sa of r<mt«fu All &t tfee coi^i^aitl«» ^ ti^ ialat^ «n^lre 

to b@ naA tlsres ae^ots**St. I^wiis^ tfat iaci^^ato
jNs?t3yiKA* IT 3J64 long iragesi -toilns of stOTllgg f©lloswi, tfe« 0«lifernla 

and t*g<m ^i^tx« in r^vtsrfte «&st to f ox^fc &OJ,, -^bex^ a yoad i^ra, 
northward to serve Virginia City, City, and other new gold mining camps. From 
Fort Hall a road also to Salt Lake City, through vhich much traffic 
9ft*««ft; Mpwslally »ft«p -^» of t^t UWoa Baeif to* !eat^l 
continental Bailro&d in
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(sept.i9B7) . '   UNITED STATES 
, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlUK

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE

Idaho
NAME(S)OFS1TE

aoi
7» Continued:

Present Appearance of Site: Russell, a fur trapper who
::'isirl^S4 the e£ tl» ferit %a tfa^Htii ef M 

* m ««ra»aeeA th$ tetiatl eonstamttloa «P t1a& WM a, 
square, "built of cottonvood trees set on end^ tvo and one-half feet in the ground, 

staging i&ottt 3,5 atanra; trith tim gigfet £@ t  $»*  at ttea 
On th* ^tfe 0f tl^ torfe me

th« jest in 1837,
rebuilt Fort Hall of ado"be.

Ma,] or Cross, of the V. i* Biflemen, described Fort Hall in 
""built of clay and in the form of Laramie , having a large sally port 
troKfes cm tlw 9 ^with its ¥»3J.s t«^«p^i t3a© "Naakft of ^« 
River, There Is a blockhouse at one of its The buildings are built against 
the side of the vail and of the same materials, main building Is occupied by the 
proprietor vhile are intended for and fl& «fi for the vho are 

In ti «®r«rlee «f the §<ai^«»^,

Fremont, visiting the fort in 18^3, the setting: "We vere 
ably surprised on reaching the Portneuf River to see a beautiful green valley

timber spread out 'bemftth ue on vhich distant, vere the *1^

by the Hudson ' s Bay Company in 1856, a flood of Fort Hall 
1863* la tl» fall ©£ aB6*$> MtuttaiBSt f *I*Wiato^

JbiM«3tI> ifia of a Trapper

of ,^»-JiQfj^ji| 

3
mi, $$ ^^^ 

If 56), 259*

If. S. SOtfBRNMENT CBINTIH5 OffJCE 16—/4028-1



io-3!7a
>57) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR^ 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, hi numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE

Idaho
NAME(S) OF SITE

Fort Hall

7* Continued:

of tl*§ $rop«rtgr at f art Bk&, an In *ltwt B
claims against the United States, indicates that this fort was 100 "by 
SO 1» siz«, ant «aolose4 *by m£%M 13 3JI lamlits tbte 
iwe two tro»stcay tjloeKtoises, <m© 8 "b^r 8 and tfe® 3$ % If £**£* 
at opposite corners of 'lilt fort. Inside the vails were some 13 tvo- story "buildings

fom&f limes of tJ» «mlls % A ̂ sll «^«ffl®at ait** „_ __ 
has "backed water up to within 50 yards of the fort site, "but the scene 
unchanged.

that mark

8*

^ If 55 )^ l B.fe'cwa, ''

Of V^-rjy,

®tftHj§1#f£? S&g^mt&l ^vi^^iii^l. S©

(j Pj.©rr© ww^Wk* *«jw«tww # 
Jl

I X 1^ ^^ IX US §1 %"*!'' 
of ^ya Itofety (Seattle, 3$l )j §* VJat^^TMEmir^igom'
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FORT HALL, 
IDAHO





tEortHall, Idaho 
Monument MarKIng Site of Fort

!feg. 601 H.P.S. Photo, 1958





Fort Ball, Idaho 
Monument Marking Site of Fort

Neg. 602 H.P.S. Photo, 1958



Fort Ban Site. A mall Barker on the site of the famous way 
•tation of the Oregon frail. Only lev Bound* remain.

NATIONAL HISTORiC LANDMARK


