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1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Idaho . XV - Overleand Migrations, Fur Trade, Travel & Communication
3. NAME(S) OF SITE ’ ) 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Fort Hell . . ‘ 10 Acres

7. IMRTANE AlTl (srb briey what e ste imprta mi what remains are extant)

Fort Hall (1834.1856), situated on the south bank of the Snake River, and north of
the mouth of the Portneuf River, occupled one of the most strategic positions in the
West., It was first an important center of the Rocky Mountein fur trade; 1t then became
one of the most famous of all the stetions on the Californis~Oregon trail., During the
period of Indien hoetilities, 1858 to 1883, Fort Hall served as a militery post, and in
the late 60's and 1870's Fort Hall was & key road junction for the overland stage, mail,
and frelght lines to the pioneer settlements and mining camps of the Pacific Northwest.

Nathaniel Wyeth, who built Fort Hell, was a successful Cambridge businessman who
sav in Oregon one of the few remaining possibilities of exploiting the wilderness. It
was his ambition to develop and exploit the Oregon country by supplylng it overland.

In 1832, enlisting & company of men, he made an unsuccessful trapping trip overland to
Fort Vencouver. In 183k he set out again, having contracted with the Rocky Mountain Fur
Campany to deliver supplles to the trappers annual rendezvous. Betrayed by his come
petitors, and with no takers for his large stock of goods, Wyeth established Fort Hall
in July, 1834, as a trading post to store and dispose of his stock with the Indians,

and to revenge himself on his rivals by rolling "a stone into theilr garden which they
would never be mble to get out,”

Wyeth had little chance of making & success of Fort Hall, and in 1837 he sold his
post to the powerful Hudson's Bay Company. The acquisition of Fort Hall (together with
the establishment of 014 Fort Boise in 1834) resulted in s major change in Hudson's Bey
Company policy of collecting furs in the Snake River Country, and enhanced the company's
trade in & regilon hitherto reached only by annuel brigades of trappers. When the
Ideho region passed into the control of the United States by the Oregon Treaty of 1846,
the rights of the Hudson's Bsy Company to this and other posts were guaranteed, and
the Compeny operated Fort Hall until 18%6.

{Continued on next page)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

See Page Four.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, FTABS, etc.)

"Historic Sites Study, Fort Hall, Idsho" (NP8 Typescript, Sen Francisco, n.d., no
suthor, 10 pp. CA 1940). Letter of Superintendent lemuel A. Garrison, Yellowstone N.P.,
to Reglonal Director, Regilon Four, July 28, 1959, transmitting 4 pp deteiled statement
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14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) ’l 15. TITLE
Charles W Snell Plderell Chie

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
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6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Jdaho Fort Hall

m !

Although some emigrants had passed earlier, Fort Hall, in 1842.h3, became an
importent station on the nawly esteblished California~Qregen trail--the great wagon
road to the Pacifie, More than 200,000 emigrants stopped at Fort Hall dwring the next
20 years. Forty-eight miles west of Fort Hall, on the Reft River, the grest overlsnd
trail divided: one leading west slong the Snake River to Oregon and the other turning
south, bound for Californie.

In 1849 the VU.B.Army established a log fort named Cantcmment Loring, 5 miles
southwest of Fort Hall to protect the emigrant wagon trains. It was abandoned in 18%0,
becsuse of difficulties in supplying the pest. With the decline of the fur trede and

85 the result of Indian uprisings, the Hudson's Bay Company also abandoned Fort Hall in
the sumser of 1856. Fort Hall then began to fall into ruins, although occasionally
occupled for the next 2 years by bands of ltinerant half-breed traders who stayed there
during summer months to sell supplies to the emigrants.

In 1859-60, in 1863, and agein in 1865, regular and volunteer troops were
stationed at Fort Hall during campaigns againet the Indians. The Wer Department made
Port Hall a formal military poet in 1870 and sbendoned it in 1883,

Another colorful ers in Fort Hall history opened in 1864, following the 1862
purchase of the California and Plke's Peak Express Company :frm FRuesell, Majors, and
W&éﬁell ‘by an outstanding figure of overland freighting--Ben Holladay. ebtam;ng &
goverrment mall contract in 186k, Holladay established & tri-weekly stage service from
theiwkammtm of the Northwest by way of Fort Hall, At Fort Hall
there were branch connections for Boise, Walla Walla, Oregon, and Montanas. In 1866
Holladay sold his 5,000 miles of stage 1:t.nea to Wells, Fargo and Company.

During the gold rush eras of Montaena and Idsho, Fort Hmll alsc became an impor-
tant Junction of major freight routes, All of the communities of the inland emplre
had to be served and supplled from three great depots--8t. Louis, the Sacramento
Valley, and Portland, By 186k long wegon treine of supplies followed the California
and Gregon Trails in reverse from those states east to Fort Hall, where a rosd ran
northwerd to serve Virginis City, Bammack City, end other new gold mining camps. ¥rom
Fort Hall a road also extended south to 3alt Iake City, through which much traffie
passed, especially after the completion of the Union I’aes.riaaﬂantml Pcific Trans~
eontinental Rallrosd in 1869,
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STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Idaho Fort Hall

resent A : ¢ of Site: Osborme Russell, & famous fur trapper who helped
build 1, i the beginnings of the forts "On the 18%h of July
% ], ve emneaﬁ the sctual construction ef the fort, which wes & stockade 80 feet
squ&r& » built of cottonwood trees set on end, sunk two and one-half feet in the ground,
and standing sbout 15 feet above, with two bastions ei t feet square at the opposite
angles., On the kth of August the Fort was completed.”

After purchasing the post in 1837, the Hudson's Bay Company, about 1840, en-
larged snd rebullt Fort Hall of adcbe.

Major Cross, of the U. S. Mounted Riflemen, described Fort Hall in 1849 as
"pullt of elay and much in the form of Fort Me, having & large sally port which
fronts on the Portneuf, with its walls extending back towards the benks of the Snake
River. There is a blockhouse at one of its angles. The bulldings are built sgainst
the side of the wall and of the sawe msterials, The main bullding is occupied by the
proprietor while others are intended for storerooms and plsces for the hands who are
mlayeﬁint?e service of the Company.  The rooms are all small and by no means
comfortable, ™

Fremont, visiting the fort in September 1843, noted the setting: "We were agree-
ably surprised on reaching the Poritneuf River to see a beautiful green valley with
scattered timber spresd oyt benesth us on which ebout four miles distant, were the
vhite walls of the Port.":

Abandoned by the Hudson's Bay Company in 1856, a flood destroyed much of Fort Hall
in 1863. In the fm of 1865, Lieutenant &.B.Wa,lkar reported that Fort Hall was aa:w
a heap of ruins."

Losborne Russell, Journsl of & Trapper (edited by Aubrey L.Haines){Portland,1955),5.

P Reymond W, Settle, March of the Mounted Riflemen (Glendsle, 19k0), 170-TL.

3
Allan Fevins, ed., Narratives of Bwplorabic
(New York, 19§6), 259.
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_1daho Fort Hall
T. Continued:

The inventory of the property at Fort Hall, as shown in the Hudson's Bay ¢
claims sgainet the United States, indicates that this fort was approximately :me by
80 feet in size, and enclosed by adocbe walls 13 feet high and 19 inches thick., There
were two two-story blockhouses, one 8 by 8 feet and the other 10 by 10 feet, situsted
at opposite corners of the fort. Inside the walls were some 13 two-story adobe bulldings

Today the only surface rewains are the lines of low earth mounds that nmark the
former lines of the walls., A small monument marke the site. The Awerican Falls dem
has backed water up to within 50 yards of the fort site, but the scene is otherwise
unchanged.

Bibliographicel References:

@sborne Russell, Journal of & Trapper e&:i‘&aﬁ by Aubrey L.Haines, ()mrbma, 1955)

5; Jennile B.Brown, 3‘ + Hail on the O (m&m&, Ié&&m, 34); Allan Nevins,

ed., Narratives of ,,33' ors , "m John Chax Les fremnoy New York, 1956),

259-262; Raymond W.Settle, ed., March of the Mounted HiT} lenie m, 1950), 170-171;

Raute of th@ ;' ail in Idsho | u"ﬁ tefm;pa, publishe wx&mmﬁmm :
"I9 John Boardmen, "Jowrnsl of John me (1&33; Utah

Historical Qurverly IZ (Oct, 1929), 111; Chester Ingersoll Overland
meﬁm&a, 353% é Thomes J, Fernham, Travels in the Great |
Reuben .

G.Thwaites ed,, ){Clevelsnd, 1906); Pierre Jean Detmet

0.Thvaites ed, )229-250; Hubert H.Bencroft, History ¢
Pmeisee, 1858), 1, 3.3; 63, 1T, 112, 513-1h4; Bare Moeker, The v 141
2 Years of Ezra (seattle, 1916); Oscar O. ’iﬁm‘;her, The 014

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16~—74020~1
























