INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

tHo0 3750

STATE:

S
Idaho 8(1:2%(.1

COUNTY:

Lemhi

FOR NPS USE ONLY
DATE

ENTRY NUMBER

A™N

_FFB 2319

C OMMON::

Fort Lemhi

AND/OR HISTORIC: ! —

{2. LOCATIO

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

I CODE |COUNTY:

{3. CLASSIFICATION

’ CODE

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

ACCESSIBLE

STAT
ATUS TO THE PUBLIC

Public
Private

Both

[ |Public Acquisition:
x

a

Building

Structure

]

]
0O

District O

Object

Site In Process

Being Considered

Yes:
Restricted []
Unrestricted

No: O

&
O

Occupied

0
C

Unoccupied

Preservation work
in progress

O

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

=l O Park

O Private Residence
43
a

Agricultural Government

Commercial Industrial

Military Religious

Museum

a
Educational O
Entertainment (] Scientific

Transportation Comments O

Other (Specity)

O
O

ooon

{4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNERS NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: —

STATE:

|5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

O

E o]
R Il
m
‘3LVLS

COURTHOUSE, REGIST S C:

oyepI

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Lono Toan G .

FALNNOD

Tqus

{6, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Federal [

DATE OF SURVEY:

|

Local

State County [

0

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

444

STREET AND NUMBER:

g
rey

H3IGWAN AYHLNI

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

CODE

olbl &

3Lilva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304

S sl bt 1




CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent ] Good [ Fair [} Deteriorated [] Ruins (H Unexposed [}
k
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered Moved [ Original Site X)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Soon after the missionaries arrived twenty-five cabins were erected.
They were enclosed by a fort which consisted of two sections; a timber
stockade sixteen rods square and twelve feet high which surrounded _the
cabins and a Spanish wall stock corral. The latter was sixteen rods
square with the walls constructed of a wet clay. It measured two feet
in width and seven feet in height. Also included in the structure were
portholes spaced at convenient intervals. The houses were built in a
row along the inner four sides of the fort. Immediately inside the

wall a space was left to serve as a yard for the wood. A large square
was located in the center of the fort. In the middle of the square a well
was dug. A flagpole was placed on top of the well. One house possessed
a larger room than the others and here the members met for church .
services. Within two months after construction began a black83}th

shép and sawmilX were added to the fort. Today all that remairs is

the deteriorating remnants of the adobe stock corral, and an irri%i{;on
ditch which still is in use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evants, Etc.)

Thomas S. Smfth, at the annual Mormon Conference on April 7, 1855, was
appointed 18ader of a proposed expedition to found a mission to the
north among the Indians. Smith and his party of twenty-seven chosen
men left Salt Lake City May 15, 1885, with eleven wagons, forty-six
oxen, seven horses, and many cattle. On June 15, 1855, the group
selected a site for a fort and a tract of land for farming. In order

to water the farmland, they devised one of Idaho's earliest irrigation
systems. The location chosen was the place where Captain Meriwether
Lewis had met the Lemhi Shoshoni fifty years earlier. The new settlers
named the river for King Limhi (later spelled Lemhi by people unfamiliar
with the Book of Mormon) and called their mission settlement Fort Limhi.
The mission was ideally situated for missionary work as it was readily
accessible to the Shosﬁ?ni, Bag}ock, Nez gerce and Flaﬁ?ead Indians.

In keeping 5};h the Mormon policy of establishing outposts and missions,

In May 1857, Brigham Yoqﬁéivisited the settlement. He decided to
transform the mission into a permanent colony. The Indians were
agreeable to a mission but against permanent settlement. Consequently
this change initiated a time of trouble for the settlers.

When Albert Sidney Johnston's Utah expedition approached the region,
the Bannock heard from local mountaineers that traders were offering
good money for horses and cattle which in turn would be sold to
Johnston's army. On February 25, 1858, they raided the stock at Salmon
River Mission for stock which thy took to Soda Springs for sale.

The Mormons suffered few casuallties but thought the raid a part of an
Indian uprising. N~

The Indian attack coupled with the movement of Johnston's army toward
Salt Lake City spelled the end of the settlement, as Brigham Young
deemed it best to abandon operations in that area. On Sunday, March
28, 1838, over 100 Mormon missionaries departed the fort and headed
their wagons back toward Salt Lake City.
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