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Original Site s
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Soon after the missionaries arrived twenty-five cabins were erected. 
They were enclosed by a fort which consisted of two sections; a timber 
stockade sixteen rods square and twelve feet high which surrounded the 
cabins and a Spanish wall stock corral. The latter was sixteen rods 
square with the walls constructed of a wet clay. It measured two feet 
in width and seven feet in height. Also included in the structure were 
portholes spaced at convenient intervals. The houses were built in a 
row along the inner four sides of the fort. Immediately inside the 
wall a space was left to serve as a yard for the wood. A large square 
was located in the center of the fort. In the middle of the square a well 
was dug. A flagpole was placed on top of the well. One house possessed 
a larger room than the others and here the members met for church , 
services. Within, two months after construction began a blacksmith 
sh6p and sawmiU^were added to the fort. Today all that remains is , 
the deteriorating remnants of the adobe stock corral, and an irrigation 
ditch which still is in use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ev-tnts, Etc.)

In keeping with the Mormon policy of establishing outposts and missions, 
Thomas S. Smth, at the annual Mormon Conference on April 7, 1855, was 
appointed leader of a proposed expedition to found a mission to the 
north among the Indians. Smith and his party of twenty-seven chosen 
men left Salt Lake City May 15, 1885, with eleven wagons, forty-six 
oxen, seven horses, and many cattle. On June_15, 1855, the group 
seJLected a site for a fort and a tract of land for farming. In order 
to~water the farmland, they devised one of Idaho's earliest irrigation 
systems. The location chosen was the place where Captain Meriwether 
Lewis had met the Lemhi Shoshoni fifty years earlier. The new settlers 
named the river for King Limhi (later spelled Lemhi by people unfamiliar 
with the Book of Mormon) and called their mission settlement Fort Limhi. 
The mission was ideally situated for missionary work as it was readily 
accessible to the Shoshoni, Bannock, Nez Rerce and Flathead Indians-

T / ^ /
In May 1857, Brigham You/g visited the settlement. He decided to 
transform the mission into a permanent colony. The Indians were 
agreeable to a mission but against permanent settlement. Consequently 
this change initiated a time of trouble for the settlers.

When Albert Sidney Johnston's Utah expedition approached the region, 
the Bannock heard from local mountaineers that traders were offering 
good money for horses and cattle which in turn would be sold to 
Johnston's army. On February 25, 1858, they raided the stock at Salmon 
River Mission for stock which tt^ey took to Soda Springs for sale. 
The Mormons suffered few casualties but thought the raid a part of an 
Indian uprising. ^

The Indian attack coupled with the movement of Johnston's army toward 
Salt Lake City spelled the end of the settlement, as Brigham Young 
deemed it best to abandon operations in that area. On Sunday, March 
28, 1856, over 100 Mormon missionaries departed the fort and headed
their wagons back toward Salt Lake City
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M.D. Beal, The Salmon River Mission (M.A. Thesis, University of 
California) 

B.D. Madsen, The Bannock of Idaho (Caldwell, 1958).
John D. Nash, "Salmon River Mission of 1855: A Reappraisal", Idaho 

Yesterdays (Spring, 1967). 
David L. Bigler, "The Crises at Fort Lemhi", Utah Historical Quarterly

(Spring 1967, No. 35: 121-136).
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National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and H/sforic Preservation-Eo '-1 > .-97

Date
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Keeper of The National Register J 
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Adobe walls of the mission corral, looking northwest.
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