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The Feehan house is a one-story building of hewn logs laid horizontally 
on a foundation of sills and chinked in the interstices between logs. 
The floor plan, a series of four rooms set one behind the other, is 
reminiscent of the southern shotgun house type. The gable is front-facing; 
beneath it is a recessed central door with two narrow round-arched glass 
panels, pilaster-like white trim flanking this door, and white pilaster 
corner boards covering the corner-timbering. On either side of the front 
door is a four-light double hung sash window. These windows are nearly 
as tall as the door and are simply framed. The house's forty-five degree 
gable roof, supported by exposed purlins, is covered with corrugated metal 
over sheathing. The rear two rooms of the house are under a lower roof, 
and may be later additions.
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The Feehan house ±s of architectural significance as an example of traditional 
American log building techniques combined in a remote setting with details 
reminiscent of the Greek Revival style.

Examples of Greek Revival architecture are relatively rare in Idaho, as the 
style was nationally popular before Idaho Territory was extensively

settled. Where this style is found, often it is in a mining community or 
early Mormom settlement. The Feehan house, probably built sometime between 
1884 and 1900, is a late example of the modest renditions of this style found 
in isolated mining towns. The house*s gable-end facade with exposed purlins 
supporting an overhang, and the use of logs set together with chinking and 
daubing in their interstices, are common to Idaho buildings in the mining areas 
of central and northern Idaho.

John C. Feehan was manager of the Murray Mercantile Company, established 
sometime between 1897 and 1902. Feehan arrived in Murray sometime between 
1884, when the town was established in a rich placer gold mining area 
as county seat of Shoshone County, and 1900, but probably no earlier than 
1897. He appears in the 1900 census as a white bachelor, aged 33, born in 
Iowa. According to oral sources, Feehan built this log house. It is possible, 
however, that the house was built before he moved to Murray, since the style 
is an early one and since lumber and woodwork were locally available by 1897.
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Historical photographs of the Murray area in Idaho (see supplementary photo 
graphs #1 and #2) and of other north and central Idaho mining towns document 
that horizontal log construction rivaled frame and board and batten building 
as a major type of mining town construction. A survey of log architecture 
begun by the Idaho Historical Society in 1979 has revealed only a small percent 
age of these log buildings still extant, many of them severely deteriorated, 
significantly altered, and/or inaccessible from the public right-of-way. Only 
three log buildings in Murray were noted in the 1979 survey. The John C. Feehan 
house in Murray is worthy of National Register nomination as a relatively 
unaltered, well preserved remnant of the northern Idaho log building tradition. 
The owner of the house has shown an interest in the house*s registration and 
preservation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nomination includes the log house located in Block 12 (139), lots 4-12
of the city of Murray, Idaho.
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Murray, Idaho, streetscape

Location, photographer, and date unknown

Negative on file at Idaho State Historical Society Boise, Idaho

Supplementary photograph 1 of
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Murray, Idaho, overview

Photographer and date unknown

Negative on file at Idaho State Historical Society

Supplementary photograph 2 of •$
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Feehan, John C., House 
Murray, Shoshone County, Idaho

Photographer: Ron Klein 
July 8, 1979

Negative on file at:
Idaho State Historical Society
Boise, Idaho

View f£om South MAR 2 6 1980
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