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The Elks Temple is a four-story brick building in a modified Italian palazzo
style. It is five bays wide and distinguished by its Boise sandstone trim and large
cornice with geometric decorative elements that seem to hang from the brackets.

Sandstone bands bracket the second and third story brick "pilasters," whose "capitals" 
contribute to the building's ornamentation with their shield shaped sandstone 
plaques. A large metal cornice with modi 11 ion-like geometric brackets and a 
balustraded parapet cap the building.

The Ninth Street side, the result of the 1923-24 addition, follows the Jefferson 
Street facade's details. However, it is further enhanced with a brick relief 
ornamentation on the second story.

A bronze Elk's head with light globes at the points of its rack is centered between 
the second and third floors.

The double-hung sash windows have sandstone sills. The left bay's window openings 
were bricked in following a 1943 fire which gutted the building. Vertical circula 
tion is now behind them.

The first story has been modified with a stone like veneer. This is the only ext 
erior alteration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Elks Temple is architecturally significant as a good example of the peculiar 
cornice style used by Tourtellotte & Hummel on a commercial building. Rising 
a full four stories the structure dominates the intersection of Jefferson and 
Ninth Streets. With its large cornice and unique Elks head lights the building 
is a Boise landmark and one of the city's better buildings from the pre-World 
War I period.

Boise's Elk's Lodge was organized in 1896 and in 1913 the left three bays of the 
present structure were erected. In 1923 the lodge had gained sufficiently in 
numbers to build an annex consisting of the two right hand bays. The building 
has been the victim of several fires, with the most disasterous gutting the 
interior on February 22, 1943.

Although the building has been recently sold, the Elks still maintain their lodge 
within the building. The new owners are very much interested in preserving and 
restoring this important Boise landmark.

Tourtellotte and Hummel designed this building. They were the foremost architects 
in the Boise area at this time and this structure is one of their more ornate 
Italianate designs.
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