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The Colonel Drake Residence is a two-story shingle style house which is dominated 
by a large, centered octagonal tower. A curving, wrap-around porch to the right 
of center has been enclosed. The centered bay window contains a handsome beveled 
glass transom. The left of center segment includes a first-story Queen Anne win 
dow and an inset second-story sleeping porch with a jerkinhead roof. The east 
and west gables have spindle ornaments. The oak front door has molded decoration 
Above the first story clapboard siding are shingles of two different patterns.

Except for the enclosing of the porch and a consistent rear addition, the exter 
ior remains unaltered. The interior has been broken into apartments. The build 
ing has been neglected and needs repair. The present owners only recently pur 
chased the house, have moved into it, and hope to restore its former appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Colonel Drake Residence is architecturally significant as a unique represen 
tation of the shingle style in Weiser. It stands out from other structures of 
this style in the area because of its octagonal tower curving porch and attention 
to detail.

Colonel Drake was an important mining engineer, who inspected eastern mining 
interests in the Seven Devils area. At first he only came to Weiser for the 
summers, but in the mid-1890's he decided to settle in the town. He erected 
this residence in 1899-1900 after living for several years on a farm outside of 
town.
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