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(Check One)
(X Excellent (] Good {1 Fair (] Deteriorated (] Ruins J Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered [X) Unaltered ] Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site is located [ NN - :

Y - S Tic arca is at
the foot (| " the jutp site located

in a talus slope bordered by — that may have served as a
ratural barrier for the drive lane.

The site has undergone excavation by an archaeological ’S,eam from
Tdaho State University under the direction of B. Robert Bu)A/er
Approximately 80 square meters to an average depth of 1.5 meters of
excavation revealed several bison bones and horns, estimated at 20-
30 animals, along with projectile points used by the bison hunters |

near the end of the 18th century.

-a small cave, Quill Cave, was

located in which several Indian artifacts were recovered along with
antifacts found in the immediate area that have served to establish

mans inhabitatance of the vicinity during the 17th century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A typical Bison Jump where buffalo were driven over a cliff by their

it Indian persuers. Uncommon in that there are few, if any, other confirmed
buffalo (bison) jumps in the State of Idaho. This jump, from published
studies, shows that there were buffalo in this area and were slaughtered

in this manrer as late as 1840-18£0, after they were thought not to

exist in this area. (Butler: 1971,pgh) s




Rutler, Robert B., "A Bison Jump In The Upper 5almon River Valley
of Eastern Idaho," TEBIWA The Journal of the Tdaho Ctate University

Museum, vclume 14, No. 1, p. 4., 1971
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nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-
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7. Description

The Challis Bison Jump is a multicomponent site. Earliest activity at
the site took place between 1000 B.C, and A.D. 900, Quill Cave, which
‘was only briefly occupied, and a basal cultural layer at the foot of

the talus slope are associated with this early activity, which consisted
primarily of projectile point mamufgcture. In the late 17C0s or early
1800s, the cliff just above the excavated site area was used once as a
bison Jjump.

8. Significance

Although the site was used briefly prehistorically, as evidenced by Quill
Cave and a cultural layer at the foot of the talus slope, its major signi-
ficance is the presence of a bison jump in Idaho. No historic accounts
recorded buffalo jumping actiyity in the area. The group who used the
jump were protably Lemhi ShogZZne, who did not have enough horses to
pursue buffalo in the manner usually associated with mounted historic
bison hunting tribes. (Butler: 1971,p. 11)
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