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The site has undergone excavation by an archaeological team from

Idaho State University under the direction of B. Robert Butler.
V

Approximately BO square meters to an average depth of 1.5 meters of 

excavation revealed several bison bones and horns, estimated at 20- 

30 animals, along with projectile points used by the bison hunters 

near the end of the 18th century.

located in which several Indian artifacts were recovered along with 

antifacts found in the immediate area that have served to establish 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A typical Bison Jump where buffalo were driven over a cliff by their 

Indian persuers. Uncommon in that there are few, if any, other confirmed 

biiffalo (bison) jumps in the State of Idaho. This jump, from published 

studies, shows that there were buffalo in this area and were slaughtered 

in this manner as late as 1840-18£0, after they were thought not to 

exist in this area. (Batler . 1971, p .i,)
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Butler, Robert B., "A Bison Jump In The Upper Salmon River Valley 

of Eastern Idaho," TEBIWA The Journal of the Idaho State University
Museum, volume 14* No. 1, p. 4«> 1971
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7. Description

The Challis Bison Jump is a multicomponent site. Earliest activity at 
the site took place between 1000 B.C. and A.D. 900. Quill Cave, which 
was only briefly occupied, and a basal cultural layer at the foot of 
the talus slope are associated with this early activity, which consisted 
primarily of projectile point manufacture. In the late l?OOs or early 
1800s, the cliff just above the excavated site area was used once as a 
bison jump.

8. Significance

Although the site was used briefly prehistorically, as evidenced by Quill 
Cave and a cultural layer at the foot of the talus slope, its major signi 
ficance is the presence of a bison jump in Idaho. No historic accounts 
recorded buffalo jumping activity in the area. The group who used the 
jump were probably Lemhi Shoarione, who did not have enough horses to 
pursue buffalo in the manner usually associated with mounted historic 
bison hunting tribes. (Butler: 1971,p. 11)
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3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Bob Cramer

DATE

6/25/73

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Bureau of Land Management Salmon, Idaho 834674. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

General view of the site looking northwest
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NEGATIVE PILED AT

Bureau of Land Management 
Salmon, Idaho 834674. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

General view of the site looking northeast. The bison were beleived to have all jumped to the left of large rock pinnacle in the right foreground.
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TOWN
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3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT

Bob Cramer 6/25/73

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Bureau of Land Management 
.Salmon, Idaho 8346?

4. IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View of the cliff face where the bison fell to their death;
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