
Idaho State Historical Society

In conjunction with the

Idaho State Department of Agriculture

Century Farm and Ranch Application

Much of Idaho’s history revolves around the development and cultivation of its arable lands. The Idaho State
Historical Society and the Idaho Department of Agriculture wish to recognize and honor those farms, ranches,
and owner/operator families who pioneered Idaho agriculture; persevered through physical hardships, natural
disaster, and economic hard times; and contributed so richly to rural Idaho’s social fabric.

Information received from all applicants for the farms, ranches, and families applying for the Century award
will be deposited in the State Archives as sources for general information and research about settlement
patterns, livestock and crop choices, building design, and family history.  Successful applicants meeting the
criteria will receive special recognition by the Idaho State Historical Society and the Idaho Department of
Agriculture and will receive a certificate and a sign designating their property as an Idaho Century Farm or
Ranch, or a certificate designating them as an Idaho Century Farm or Ranch Heritage Family.

QUALIFICATIONS

1.  Continuous ownership within the same family for 100 years or more. The land must still be in agricultural
production.

2.  At least 40 acres of the original farm must remain in same family ownership.  Documentation required
stating that these 40 acres have remained in the same family and been in use for the production of agriculture
continuously for at least 100 years.

3.  The line of ownership from the original settler or buyer may be through children, brothers, sisters, nephews,
and/or nieces, including through marriage or adoption.

4.  In applying for a Century Farm or Ranch “Heritage Family” designation, the family must show direct family
lineage.  Present owner(s) must live on the farm/ranch or, if not, actively manage the land and activities. Proof
of management will be required, please submit with your application.

5.  Only one person”the current owner of record”may apply for the Century Farm, Ranch, or Family designation.
Co-ownerships by multiple family members (husband and wife, brother and sister, etc.) are eligible for a single,
joint award.

6.  Families applying with the intent of proving a century heritage of farming and ranching must show proof of
100 years of continuous operation and $1000 agricultural related gross income for the past 5 years through
government recognized legal documents in a direct family line: i.e., 3rd generation, 4th

 
generation, etc., son,

daughter, grandchild, or great-grandchild of the original family member. (Tax records, censes records)

7.  Applications must be on official forms issued by the Idaho State Historical Society. Applications must be
notarized. The application and all material submitted with it become the property of the State of Idaho.  Please
do not send original legal documents with your application; when dealing with deeds or other legal documents,
certified copies will be accepted as proof of ownership.
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