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CONDITION
D Excellent D Good Foir
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Deteriorated CD Ruins Q Unexposed
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D Altered [X] Unaltered

(Check One) 

[7] Moved 53 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The log buildings, dating back as early as 1^51, are situated in a 
valley "siifroundled by tall pines. The^main kuildingj a two-story 
lodge^ boasts more than 20 rooms and a large, eight foot wide, fire- 
piace~with massive andirons in the main living room. The original 
furniture was made from trees containing unusually large knots; the 
knots were incorporated into the furniture. Some of the smaller 
structures, including a bath house situated nearby the smaller of 
the two pools (8 1 by 12'), are still standing. The larger pool, 
20 feet by 40 feet, although warm, is cooler than the smaller one 
because of the large surface area permitting more evaporation. 
Both pools are natural warm springs which have been enclosed by 
logs. Separate resort cabins, also built of logs, are scattered 
around the site.

The country around Burgdorf has not changed much over the years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

J^red C. Burgdenrf, a German emigrant, came to the United States a 
teenager. He came to Warrens in 1^64 and heard of the hot springs 
from a Chinese miner while working in the area during 1866, The 
springs were initially called Warm Springs until Burgdorf settled on 
the l^and in ISTp^and renamed his acquisition Resort. He eventually 
built a hotel and also ran a post office there during the mining 
boom. When interest in the Thunder Mountain country began to 
develop after 1898, his location on the route from Gz^angeville 
to the mining sites proved to be fortunate. By 1302 a major gold 
rush to Thunder Mountain built up traffic greatly, justifying 
enlargement of the Burgdorf Hotel. In 1902, he married Jannette 
Foronsard, a singer from Denver, and it was she who/changed the 
name Resort to Burgdorf. When his wife died in 1^23, Burgdorf 
sold his interests and retired in Weiser. During the depression, 
construction of a forest road up French Creek through Burgdorf 
by the CCC improved the accessibility for travelers. The hotel 
continued to operate until 1964, but still stands. The swimming 
pool and resort cabins are presently utilized in the summer and 
fall. Burgdorf, in fact, is one of Idaho's oldest resorts.



John M. Henderson, William S. Shiach, and Henry B. Averill, An
Illustrated History of North Idaho (Spokane, 1903). 

Robert G. Bailey, River of No Return (Lewiston, 1935). 
M. Alfreda Elsensohn, Pioneer Days in Idaho County (Caldwell, 1947).
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#1 - View of Burgdorf looking northeast
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