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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Archaeological research and excavation in the Birch creek region has
brought to light a number of facts.

Available radiocarbon dates indicate that the rockshelters were
continuously occupied for almost 11,000 years. Artifactual data
analysis indicates that Northern ShosMoni cultural patterns were
established in the region for approximately 8000 years.

Cultural continuity statistical analysis has demonstrated progressive
adaption to climatic change over the past 8000 years by people
occupying the region. Changing human and animal densities have been
correlated with the climatic changes; that is, lesser density during
the cold-wet eras and greater density in the dry-hot climates, moving
in and out of the Snake River plain. Complementary artifact distributior
indicates the development of a climax culture in a climax brushy grassland
environment. Migration of peoples of different cultural groups is
excluded by this analysis.

Hunting activities in the valley are stratified by altitude. From
11,000 years ago to A.D. 1850, bison prevailed on Birch creek; after
that date bison disappeared from the region. This is the longest
recorded existence of bison hunting in North America.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Birch Creek rockshelters, Bison and Veratic, are lecated

Birch creek. ison and Veratic rockshelters are rock overhangs,
occuring in close proximity to each other, —
The overhangs were initially formed at the time Birch creek flowed
against the face of the cliff and undercut it. To the north and south
of these sites are steep, narrow canyons, and an alluvial fan has formed
at the mouth of each of these. Veratic rockshelter is situated at the
low point between the two fans and has been partially filled by
materials from both. Bison rockshelter is situated at a higher point
relative to Veratic rockshelter and contains a greater depth of cultural
deposits; although the deposits at both sites are of the same antiquity.
At present, the canyons in the vicinity of the sites are dry, except

for brief moments during wet years.
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