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Bernard's Ferry buildings were located on the southwest bank of the Snake River 
in 1 North, 3 West, Section 35. Many no longer stand although a barn, silo, 
and two outbuildings remain. The barn, of stud construction with shiplap siding, 
is the major surviving structure. It is distinguished by an octagonal shingled 
cupola placed at the intersection of the four gables. The gables all have 
returns and double doored entries. A hooded hay door and loft entry are in the 
west gable, and the south gable has a door to the left as well as a triangular 
window with bowed sides. The north gable is no longer extant. A pair of framed 
diamond windows are in each gable and three similar windows are found on both 
sides of the east and west gables. The barn stands on a stone foundation 
overlooking the Snake River.

The frame silo is octagonal with a flat roof. The two outbuildings are simple 
gabled stone and frame structures.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bernard's Ferry is architecturally significant with its good late nineteenth 
century horse barn. The barn is one of the finer stylistic examples of its 
period in Idaho with its octagonal cupola, gable returns,and diamond windows.

The Ferry site is also significant in the history of transportation. For almost 
35 years Bernard's Ferry and roads provided an important supply link between 
the mines of Silver City and the business houses of Nampa and Caldwell. In 
January, 1884, J. C. Bernard began operating the ferry in conjunction with 
completion of his road between Silver City, the primary mining town in the area, 
and Caldwell, the newly established railhead for the recently completed Oregon 
Short Line. The barn and hotel were erected to service the stage and freight 
lines which used the road and ferry. This venture proved prosperous until 1920 
when a bridge was constructed at Walter's Ferry. Bernard died the following 
year, and in 1931 his widow sold the property.

This site also has historical archaeological significance with its narrow time 
frame providing future data base for study of transportation and ranch life 
of the period.



[AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Idaho Avalanche, January 26, 1884, p. 3. c. 1; March 8, 1884, p. 3, c. 2;
Thomas Vaughan and Virginia Ferriday, Space, Style and Structure,
Portland: Oregon Historical Society, 1974, 1:249-50.

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LESS THAN ONE

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ ______

UTM REFERENCES

A| I. 1| |5| a 71 34. q J4 3 JO t3 13 .9 .0 )
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

C| . I || . I . . I I . I , I . . I

B _____
ZONE EASTING

DJ . I II . I . .

J_L
NORTHING 

I i I . I . I 1
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Don Hibbard, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION

Idaho State Historical Society
DATE

STREET & NUMBER

61Q North Julia Davis Drive
TELEPHONE

384-2120
CITY OR TOWN

Boise
STATE
Idaho

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE X LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.





Bernards Ferry
Ou»yh6C Co
Photographer - Arthur A. Hart 
1976

Idaho State Historical Society 

General view from the west. 
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Bernards Ferry
Barn
Photographer - Dwight Williams
1976

From the south. 

Private collection.
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