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Pedro Anchustegui's Pelota Court is a simple two-sided structure constructed of 
local lava rock. Scale and architectural character is provided by three blind 
windows on each "story." These have concrete lintels which contrast in tone 
with the basaltic wall fabric. The interior walls are finished with concrete 
as is the floor. On the front wall is a three inch wide metal strip, a txapa, 
the top of which is one meter from the base of the wall.

The fencing on the top of the walls is a later addition which was erected to pre 
vent the ball from going out of the court.

The court is still occasionally played on.
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The Pedro Anchustegui Pelota Court 1s the finest existing outdoor pelota court 
in Idaho, and stands as a significant reminder of the Basque culture in the state,

The majority of the Basques came to Idaho between 1890-1925. Concentrating in 
the Boise-Mountain Home area these people Initially found employment as s;heep 
herders. When not tending the flocks the men came to town and lived in Basque 
boarding houses, as almost all of them had left their families in Europe. Coming 
from a rural, tight community, large family heritage, the Basques found the board 
ing house to be an excellent transitional institution which softened their ad 
justment to an otherwise foreign environment. The fronton, or pelota court, 
was one of the major features of several of the boarding houses, of which this 
is the sole outdoor survivor.

The Basques' traditional forms of recreation were dancing and pelota, a form of 
handball. Finding no American sports with which they could readily identify, 
the Basques retained their own sport, which has since served as an important 
cultural link with their European heritage. The game is played barehanded, with 
bats, or with the basket-like cesta. The ball is similar in size and hardness 
to an American baseball with a handsewn goatskin cover. The rules fairly well 
follow those of American handball, with the ball being served and having to be 
returned in the air or after the first bounce. There is no winning of the serve 
as straight points are counted, and there is no "kill" shot as the ball must 
always hit above the meter high txapa. Any ball on the line is out and tra 
ditionally all boundary lines were of metal to avoid arguments. The game usually 
is played to 22 points. Points usually result from hitting the ball close to the 
left wall, caroming the ball from the left wall to the front and then out of 
bounds on one bounce, or by hitting the ball too far back for the opponent to 
return it. The game requires much strength and stamina as often a player will 
hit the ball as many as fifty times per volley.
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