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‘Frightened Felons’ Promises an Entertaining, Eerie, and Educational 

Evening at the Old Idaho Penitentiary 
 
 Boise, ID – Explore the darker side of history at the Old Idaho Penitentiary during 

the third annual “Frightened Felons” event October 28th and 29th, 7:00-11:00 p.m., last 

admission 10:00 p.m. Admission is $12 in advance through October 25th, or $15 at the 

door. Friday is Family Night and is recommended for ages 8 and up, while Saturday is for 

visitors 16 and older only and will include a beer garden.  

 “Frightened Felons” will provide a glimpse into what life was like at the “Old 

Pen”, which opened as Idaho’s territorial prison in 1872 and closed in 1973. Actors will 

depict infamous inmates from the past and exhibits will explore the darker aspects of its 

history — executions, suicides, escapes, as well as day-to-day prison life. Games and 

scavenger hunts will help you navigate through the site. 

“Boise Rock School” will rock the crowd Friday night and local band “Open Fly” 

will play Saturday night. On both Friday and Saturday nights, the Fool Squad will 

entertain the crowd with their comic spin on the Old Pen’s history and there will also be a 



special performance of the “Thriller” dance both nights. For a full schedule of events 

including performance and lecture times visit the “Old Idaho Penitentiary” Facebook 

page or www.history.idaho.gov.  

 Costumes are encouraged, but no masks are allowed. Dress for an outdoor 

experience and bring your flashlight! 

 For more information, call the Old Idaho Penitentiary at 334-2844.  

### 

The ISHS is a state government agency with a goal of protecting the cultural heritage of 
Idaho by preserving historic and prehistoric resources and providing access to documents, 
artifacts, sites, and information of historic significance for the benefit and appreciation of 
the public. Dedicated to serving its statewide community, the agency carries out its 
mission through education programs, technical assistance, development of publications 
and exhibits, and by encouraging local, state and regional entities to preserve history.  
Learn more about ISHS at www.history.idaho.gov.  
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